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the  Divine  [principle]  as  to  essence.  In  the  other  precept. 
Thou  shalt  not  profane  the  name  of  God,  in  its  three  senses  are 
contained  and  included  all  things  which  concern  the  Divine 
[principle]  as  to  quality,  for  by  the  name  of  God  is  signified 
His  quality,  which  in  a  primary  sense  is  the  Word,  from  the 
Word  doctrine,  and  from  doctrine  worship  of  the  mouth  and 
life ;  in  the  second  sense  it  is  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  in  the 
earths  and  in  the  heavens  ;  and  in  the  third  sense  it  is  the  Lord’s 
Divine  Human  [principle] ,  for  this  is  the  quality  of  the  Divine 
Itself ;  that  the  Divine  Human  [principle]  of  the  Lord,  in  the 
supreme  sense,  is  the  name  of  God,  may  be  seen  above,  n.  224. 
In  the  rest  of  the  precepts  there  are  in  like  manner  three  in¬ 
ternal  senses  for  the  three  heavens,  but  of  these,  the  Lord 
willing,  we  shall  treat  elsewhere. 

1026.  “  And  a  great  hail,  as  it  were  the  weight  of  a  talent, 
came  down  from  heaven  on  men” — That  hereby  are  signified 
falses  in  the  greatest  degree  infernal  destroying  all  understand¬ 
ing  of  truth  with  the  men  of  the  church,  appears  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  hail,  as  denoting  the  infernal  false,  destroying  all 
the  truth  and  good  of  the  church,  concerning  which  see  n.  503, 
704 ;  and  that  hail  is  called  great  and  as  it  were  the  weight  of 
a  talent,  because  falses  in  the  greatest  degree  infernal  are  un¬ 
derstood  ;  the  quality  of  the  falses  is  compared  with  a  talent, 
because  a  talent,  in  the  computation  of  numbers,  and  in  the 
weighing  of  silver,  was  the  greatest  sum,  and  by  silver  is  sig¬ 
nified  truth,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense,  the  false,  and  by  weight 
is  signified  what  is  heavy  from  evil,  thus  in  the  greatest  degree 
infernal,  for  the  false  from  evil  is  heavy  and  of  itself  falls  into 
hell ;  and  from  the  signification  of  coming  down  from  heaven 
upon  men,  as  denoting  from  hell  destroying  the  understanding 
of  truth  with  the  men  of  the  church,  for  by  men  are  signified 
the  men  of  the  church  as  to  the  understanding  of  truth,  or, 
what  is  the  same,  the  understanding  of  truth  appertaining  to  the 
men  of  the  church.  The  reason  why  to  descend  from  heaven 
signifies  to  be  from  hell,  is,  because  the  false  which  is  here  sig¬ 
nified  by  a  great  hail,  does  not  descend  from  heaven,  but  as¬ 
cends  from  hell :  hail  does  indeed  fall  down  from  heaven  in  the 
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destroyed  thy  land,  thou  hast  slain  thy  people,  the  seed  of  the 
malicious  shall  not  be  named  for  ever,  signifies  more  grievous 
damnation  than  of  the  rest,  on  account  of  having  extinguished  all 
things  of  the  church :  prepare  slaughter  for  his  sons  for  the  ini¬ 
quity  of  their  fathers,  that  they  may  not  arise  and  possess  the 
earth,  and  fill  the  faces  of  the  earth  with  cities,  signifies  the  de¬ 
struction  of  them  for  ever:  I  will  cut  off  from  Babel  the  name 
and  the  residue,  and  the  son  and  the  grandson,  signifies  total 
destruction,  because  they  have  no  longer  any  thing  of  good  and 
of  truth.  I  will  make  thee  into  a  heritage  for  the  bittern,  and 
int6  lakes  of  waters,  and  I  will  sweep  her  with  the  besom  of  de¬ 
struction,  signifies  the  infernal  falses  by  the  destruction  of  truth: 
I  will  break  Ashur  in  my  land,  and  upon  my  mountains  will  I 
tread  him  under  foot,  signifies  that  in  the  new  church  there  shall 
not  exist  any  ratiocinations  from  falses  against  truths  and  goods. 
Besides  what  has  been  here  adduced,  the  things  contained  in 
this  chapter  may  be  seen  more  particularly  explained  in  other 
parts  of  this  work,  as  n.  215,  223,  304,  331,  386,  405,  539,  589, 
594,  608,659,  687,  697,  724,  727,  731,  741,  768,  811.  Again  in 
the  same  prophet :  “  So  shall  Babel  be,  the  ornament  of  kingdoms 
and  the  glory  of  the  magnificence  of  the  Chaldeans,  as  the  over¬ 
throw  of  God,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  it  shall  not  be  inhabited  for 
ever,  it  shall  not  be  dwelt  in  even  to  generation  and  generation,  so 
that  the  Arab  shall  not  tarry  there  nor  the  shepherds  cause  to  lie 
down;  but  the  ziim  shall  be  there,  and  their  houses  shall  be  filled 
with  ochim,  and  the  daughters  of  the  owl  shall  dwell  there,  and  the 
satyrs  shall  dance  there :  the  Urn  also  shall  answer  in  her  palaces 
and  the  dragons  in  the  palaces  of  her  delights:  her  time  is  near, 
that  it  may  come,  and  her  day  shall  not  be  drawn  out,”  xiii.  19 
22 .  the  subject  treated  of  in  the  whole  of  that  chapter  is  con¬ 
cerning  the  total  devastation  of  all  things  appertaining  to  the 
good,  and  of  all  things  appertaining  to  the  truth  of  the  church 
with  those  who  are  of  Babylon ;  by,  so  shall  Babel  be,  in  the 
sense  of  the  letter,  is  understood  the  great  city,  called  Babel 
but  in  the  spiritual  sense  is  understood  thereby  the  church 
which  became  Babylon ;  Babel  is  called  the  ornament  of  the 
kingdoms  and  the  glory  of  the  magnificence  of  the  Chaldeans 
from  the  wisdom  of  that  church  in  its  beginning,  as  has  been 
said  before,  but  in  general  by  Babylon  or  Babel  is  understood 
the  church  m  which  all  the  goods  of  love  are  destroyed,  and  at 
last  profaned,  and  by  Chaldea,  the  church  in  which  all  the 
truths  of  faith  are  destroyed  and  at  last  profaned  ;  hence  it  is 
that  it  is  called  the  overthrow  of  God,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
Sodom  also  signifying  the  destruction  of  all  good  by  the  love  of 
self,  and  Gomorrah  the  destruction  of  all  truth  thence  derived  • 
it  shall  not  be  inhabited  for  ever,  it  shall  not  be  dwelt  in  even  to 
generation  and  generation,  signifies  the  destruction  thereof  to 
eternity,  not  to  be  inhabited  for  ever  having  respect  to  the  de- 
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struction  of  good,  and  not  to  be  dwelt  in  to  generation  and  gene¬ 
ration  having  respect  to  the  destruction  of  truth,  for  they  who 
destroy  good  and  truth,  and  afterwards  embrace  what  is  evil 
and  false  in  the  place  thereof,  cannot  be  reformed;  it  is  other¬ 
wise  with  those  who  are  in  evils  and  falses,  but  yet  have  not  de- 
stroyed  good  and  truth,  as  is  the  case  with  the  nations  or  gen- 
tiles  which  are  ignorant  of  good  and  truth:  the  Arab  shall  not 
tarry  there  and  the  shepherds  shall  not  cause  to  lie  down,  sig- 
nifies  that  the  church  will  become  such  a  wilderness,  the  Arab 
denoting  those  who  live  in  a  wilderness,  but  do  not  continue 
there,  because  there  is  no  corn  nor  fruit,  as  is  the  case  also  with 
iili-  ,  ^le  shepherds,  when  there  is  no  pasture :  the  iim 
shall  lie  down  there,  and  the  houses  shall  be  filled  with  ochim, 
signifies  infernal  falses  and  evils  appertaining  to  them,  the  iim 
internal  falses,  and  the  ochim  infernal  evils,  and  the  house  is  the 
mmd  of  those  who  are  of  such  a  quality:  the  daughters  of  the 
owl  shall  he  down  there,  and  the  satyrs  shall  dance  there,  signi¬ 
fies,  that  falsified  truths  and  adulterated  goods  are  there,  falsified 
truths  are  the  daughters  of  the  owl,  and  adulterated  goods  are 
the  satyrs,  and  to  dance  or  leap  denotes  the  joy  arising  from  the 
v  n  °VC  "hereby  the  good  of  love  is  adulterated :  the  iim 
shall  answer  in  her  palaces,  and  the  dragons  in  the  palaces  of 
her  delights,  signifies  those  adulterations  and  falsifications  in 
their  doctrines.  Babel  is  described  in  like  manner  in  other 
passages  in  the  prophets;  as  in  Jeremiah:  “  O  sword  against 
Babel,  O  sword  against  her  treasures,  that  they  may  be  spoiled;  a 
dr  ought upon  her  waters,  that  they  may  he  dried  up,  because  it 
is  a  land  of  graven  images,  and  they  glory  concerning  horrible 
things,  therefore  the  ziim  with  the  iim  shall  dwell  there,  and  the 
daughters  of  the  owl  shall  dwell  therein ;  she  shall  not  sit  any 
more  for  ever,  nor  shall  she  inhabit  even  to  generation  and  gene¬ 
ration;  according  to  the  overthrow  of  God,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
and  the  neighbouring  cities  thereof,  a  man  shall  not  dwell  there, 
neither  shall  the  son  of  man  abide  therein 1.  37 — 40 :  again  : 
‘.FYee  out  of  the  midst  of  Babel,  and  deliver  a  man  his  soul,  lest 
ye  be  cut  off  for  the  iniquity  thereof;  a  cup  of  gold  is  Babel  in  the 
hand  of  Jehovah,  inebriating  the  universal  earth :  the  nations 
have  drunk  of  her  wine,  therefore  they  are  insane :  Babel  hath 
fallen  suddenly,  and  is  broken  in  pieces.  Behold  I  am  against 
thee,  destroying  mountain,  saith  Jehovah,  that  destroy est  the  whole 
earth:  and  I  will  stretch  out  My  hand  against  thee,  and  will  roll 
thee  down  from  the  rocks,  and  I  will  give  thee  for  a  mountain  of 
combustion :  neither  shall  they  take  from  thee  a  stone  for  a  corner. 
Babel  shall  become  heaps,  a  dwelling  of  dragons,  a  stupor  and 
hissing,  no  inhabitant,”  li.  6,  7,  8,  25,  26,  37  :  again  in  Isaiah  : 

Hear  now  Babel,  sitting  securely,  saying  in  her  heart,  I  and  no 
one  besides  as  I,  I  shall  not  sit  a  widow,  neither  shall  I  knou ; 
eieaving:  but  those  two  things  shall  come  to  thee  in  a  moment,  in 
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one  day,  bereaving  and  widowhood,  they  shall  come  full  upon 
thee,  for  the  multitude  of  thy  sorceries,  and  for  the  great  abund¬ 
ance  of  thine  enchantments :  for  thou  hast  trusted  in  thy  wickedness, 
not  seeing  me,  thy  wisdom  and  thy  science  hath  seduced  thee, 
whilst  thou  hast  said  in  thine  heart,  I  and  none  as  I  besides :  there¬ 
fore  evil  shall  come  upon  thee,  which  thou  knowest  not  to  depre¬ 
cate,  and  calamity  shall  fall  upon  thee ,  which  thou  shalt  not  be 
able  to  expiate ;  and  there  shall  come  upon  thee  suddenly  a  de¬ 
vastation  {that)  thou  shalt  not  knowf  xlvii.  8 — 11 :  thus  is  de¬ 
scribed  the  destruction  of  Babel  not  only  there*  but  also  in  the 
whole  chapter  xlvii.  of  Isaiah*  and  in  all  the  1.  and  li.  chapters 
in  Jeremiah ;  likewise  chap.  xxi.  8*  9*  in  Isaiah,  and  by  David, 
in  Psalm  cxxxvi.  1,  8,  9.  The  adulteration  of  good  and  falsi¬ 
fication  of  truth  by  Jews,  is  also  described  by  their  whoredoms 
in  Egypt,  and  afterwards  with  the  sons  of  Ashur,  and  lastly  with 
the  sons  of  Babel,  and  the  Chaldeans,  in  Ezek.  chap.  xix.  1  to 
end,  and  chap,  xxiii.  1  to  end,  and  by  whoredoms  in  Egypt  is 
understood  the  falsification  of  truth  from  the  natural  man,  which 
is  effected  by  fallacies,  appearances,  and  scientifics ;  by  their  whore¬ 
dom  with  the  sons  of  Ashur  is  signified  the  falsification  of  truth 
from  the  rational  man,  which  is  effected  by  ratiocinations,  and  by 
sophistications  grounded  in  fallacies,  appearances,  and  scientifics ; 
by  their  whoredom  with  the  sons  of  Babel,  and  with  the  Chal¬ 
deans, is  signified  the  adulteration  of  good  and  profanation  of  truth. 
When  therefore  the  sons  of  Israel  altogether  receded  from  the 
statutes,  which  were  representative  of  the  spiritual  things  of 
the  church,  whereby  they  had  communication  with  heaven, 
then  they  were  all  given  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  As¬ 
syria,  for  there  was  no  longer  any  representative  church,  nor 
consequently  any  communication  with  heaven:  concerning  their 
prevarications,  and  the  transportation  of  them  by  the  king  of 
Assyria  into  his  cities,  and  also  into  Babel,  see  2  Kings  xxxvii. 
1  to  end :  the  same  also  came  to  pass  with  the  Jews,  who, 
when  they  had  so  adulterated  and  profaned  all  the  statutes, 
judgments,  and  laws,  which  represented  the  good  of  love  and 
truth  of  faith,  that  there  was  no  longer  any  thing  of  good  and 
truth  remaining,  and  when  their  church  thence  became  Baby¬ 
lon,  were  given  into  the  hands  of  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Ba¬ 
bel,  not  only  their  kings  and  princes,  and  all  the  people,  but 
also  all  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  Jehovah,  and  afterwards  all 
the  golden  vessels  thereof,  and  moreover  the  temple  itself  was 
burned ;  concerning  all  which  circumstances,  see  2  Kings  xxiv. 
1 — 20;  chap.  xxv.  1 — 26;  also  Isaiah  xx.  17,  18;  xxxix. 
6,  7;  Jeremiah  xx.  4,  5;  chap.  xxi.  4 — 10;  chap.  xxv.  1 — 
12;  chap,  xxvii.  6 — 22;  chap,  xxviii.  1 — 16;  chap.  xxix. 
1 — 21;  chap,  xxxii.  1 — 7;  chap,  xxxiv.  1—17*  18 — 22; 
chap.  xxxv.  11;  chap,  xxxviii.  17 — 23;  chap,  xxxix.  2 — 28; 
chap.  xli.  1 — 12 ;  chap.  lii.  1  to  end.  Their  transgressions 
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were  that  they  filled  Jerusalem  with  innocent  blood,  2  Kin°-s 
xxiv.  4  ;  that  they  burned  incense  to  Baal,  made  drink  offerings 
to  other  gods,  set  up  abominations  in  the  house  of  Jehovah, 
built  high  places  to  Baal  in  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  delivered  up 

their  sons  and  daughters  to  Molech,  Jeremiah  xxxii.  29 _ 35 • 

by  all  which  is  signified  the  profanation  of  the  holy  things  of 
the  church,  the  same  as  is  also  signified  by  Babel ;  wherefore 
lest  the  land,  by  which  the  church  was  signified,  should  any 
more  be  profaned  by  them,  and  also  thal  Babel  might  thence 
fully  put  on  its  representation,  it  was  said  to  them  by  Jeremiah 
that  they  should  spontaneously  give  themselves  into  the  hands 
of*  the  king  of  Babel,  and  that  if  they  did  not  so  give  themselves 
upj  but  remained  in  the  land,  they  should  die  by  the  sword,  by 
famine  and  by  pestilence,,  Jeremiah  xxv.  1—11.  But  inas¬ 
much  as  the  Lord  was  to.  be  born  in  that  nation,  and  to  mani¬ 
fest  Himself  where  the  church  then  was,  and  where  His  Word 
was,  therefore  that  nation,  after  a  captivity  of  seventy  years, 
was  brought  back  from  Babel,  and  the  temple  rebuilt ;  but  still 
no  other  church  remained  with -them,  than  what  was  similar  to 
that  which  is  k called  Babylon,  as  may  appear  from  several 
things  which  the  Lord  Himself  spake  concerning  that  nation, 
and  by  the  manner  in  which  they  received  Him,  wherefore  Je¬ 
rusalem  was  at  last  destroyed,  and  the  temple  burnt  with  fire. 
It  is  to  be  observed  in  general,  that  every  church  in  its  begin¬ 
ning  is  like  a  virgin,  but  in  progress  of  time  it  becomes  a  harlot, 
for  by  degrees  it  enters  into  the  life  of  evil,  and  thence  em¬ 
braces  the  doctrine  of  what  is  false,  as  by  degrees  it  begins  to 
love  self  and  the  world,  and  then  from  being  a  church  it  be¬ 
comes  either  Babylon  or  Philisthea,  Babylon  with  those  who 
love  themselves  above  all  things,  and  Philisthea  wdth  those  who 
love  the  world  above  all  things ;  for  as  those  two  loves  increase, 
so  the  men  of  the  church  adulterate  and  falsify  the  goods  and 
truths  of  the  Word,  which  is  from  a  virgin  to  become  a  harlot. 
That  the  first  church  after  the  deluge  would  also  have  become 
Babylon,  unless  the  Lord  by  the  dispersion  of  their  religion  had 
impeded  the  attempt,  is  represented  and  signified  by  the  tower 
which  reached  even  to  heaven,  which  the  posterity  of  Noah  had 
begun  to  build,  which  is  treated  of  in  Gen.  chap.  xi.  1 — 9,  and 
may  be  seen  explained  as  to  all  the  particulars  relating  to  it  in 
the  Arcana  Ccelestia ,  n.  1283 — 1328.  After  having  thus  shewn 
from  the  Word  what  is  signified  in  general  and  specifically  by 
Babel  or  Babylon,  we  are  now  prepared  to  pass  on  to  the  ex¬ 
plication  of  those  things  which  aTe  predicted  in  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chapter  concerning  its  destruction. 

1030.  Verse  1,  2.  “ And  there  came  one  of  the  seven  angels 
haying  the  seven  vials ,  and  spake  with  me,  saying  to  me,  Come,  I 
will  shew  thee  the  judgment  of  the  great  whore  sitting  upon  many 
waters  ;  with  whom  the  kings  of  the  earh  have  committed  whore - 
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dom,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  made  drunk  with  the 
wine  of  her  whoredom .”  “And  there  came  one  of  the  seven 
angels,  having  the  seven  vials,  and  spake  with  me,”  signifies  the 
state  of  the  church  with  the  papists  manifested:  “saying  to 
me.  Come,  I  will  shew  thee  the  judgment  of  the  great  whore,” 
signifies  their  religious  [principle]  in  which  all  the  good  and 
truth  of  the  church  is  adulterated  and  profaned :  “  sitting  upon 
many  waters,”  signifies  ruling  over  all  things  of  the  Word,  and 
thence  over  the  holy  things  of  the  church :  “  with  whom  the 
kings  of  the  earth  have  committed  whoredom,”  signifies  that 
they  have  falsified  all  the  truths  of  the  church  :  “  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth  are  made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her 
whoredom,”  signifies  that  from  falsifications  they  who  are  of  the 
church  are  made  insane. 

1031.  “And  there  came  one  of  the  seven  angels,  having  the 
seven  vials,  and  spake  with  me” — That  hereby  is  signified  the 
state  of  the  church  with  the  papists  manifested,  appears  from 
the  signification  of  the  angel  having  the  vial,  as  denoting  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  state  of  the  church  from  the  Lord,  as  above,  n. 
869,  878,  883 :  the  reason  why  it  denotes  manifestation  con¬ 
cerning  the  state  of  the  church  with  the  papists,  is,  because  in 
this  chapter  and  the  following,  Babylon  is  treated  of,  whereby  is 
understood  the  religious  principle  with  the  papists.  The  reason 
why  one  of  the  seven  angels  came,  is,  because  by  the  seven 
angels,  having  the  seven  vials,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  is  un¬ 
derstood  the  manifestation  of  the  state  of  the  church  with  the 
Reformed,  and  now  here  with  the  papists :  wherefore  also  when 
the  seventh  angel  poured  out  his  vial,  it  is  said,  “  And  great 
Babylon  came  into  remembrance  before  God ,  to  give  her  the  cup 
of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  His  anger”  chap.  xvi.  1 9. 

1032.  “  Saying  to  me,  Come,  I  will  shew  thee  the  judgment 
of  the  great  whore” — That  hereby  is  signified  their  religious 
[principle]  in  which  all  the  good  and  truth  of  the  church  is 
adulterated  and  profaned,  appears  from  the  signification  of 
judgment,  as  denoting  all  that  concerns  their  religious  principle, 
and  at  length  the  damnation  thereof ;  and  from  the  signification 
of  the  great  whore,  as  denoting  the  adulteration  and  profanation 
of  the  good  and  truth  of  the  church,  as  may  be  seen  above,  n. 
141,  161,  817,  881:  the  reason  why  these  things  are  understood 
by  the  great  whore,  is,  because  Babylon  is  thereby  understood, 
as  is  evident  from  the  fifth  verse  of  this  chapter,  where  it  is  said, 
“  Upon  the  forehead  of  the  whore  was  a  name  written ,  Mystery , 
Babylon  the  great ,  the  mother  of  the  whoredoms  and  abominations 
of  the  earth ;”  and  by  Babylon  is  signified  the  adulteration  and 
profanation  of  good  and  truth,  as  was  shewn  in  the  article  above. 
The  reason  why  Babylon  is  called  the  great  whore,  and  the 
mother  of  the  whoredoms  and  abominations  of  the  earth,  is, 
because  the  love  of  ruling  over  all  things  of  the  world,  and  like- 
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wise  over  all  things  of  heaven  and  the  churchy  and  at  last  over  the 
Lord  Himself,  cannot  do  otherwise  than  altogether  convert 
divine  truths  into  falses,  and  divine  goods  into  evils,  thus  the 
church  itself  into  a  religious  profession  in  which  all  the  good 
and  truth  thereof  is  adulterated  and  profaned  ;  for  man  by  that 
love  altogether  averts  himself  from  the  Lord,  and  becomes 
converted  only  to  himself,  whence  he  cannot  any  longer  be  led 
by  the  Lord,  but  by  his  own  proprium,  and  to  be  led  by  his  own 
proprium  is  to  be  led  by  hell ;  for  man  is  led  from  heaven,  or 
from  hell,  he  cannot  be  led  by  both  together,  and  he  is  led  from 
heaven  when  he  is  led  by  the  Lord,  and  from  hell  when  he  is 
led  by  self :  for  man  is  so  created,  that  he  can  be  elevated  from 
his  proprium,  and  think  in  that  elevation,  and  he  is  then  ele¬ 
vated  from  his  proprium,  and  thinks  in  elevation,  when  he  is  ele¬ 
vated  by  the  Lord,  and  this  is  effected  when  he  acknowledges 
the  Lord,  and  His  divine  power  over  heaven  and  earth ;  for  by 
that  confession  and  faith  of  the  heart  he  has  conjunction 
with  the  Lord,  and  when  conjunction  is  effected,  then  the  in¬ 
teriors  which  appertain  to  his  mind,  or  which  appertain  to  his 
will  and  understanding,  are  held  by  the  Lord  in  the  view  of 
Him,  which  is  effected  by  an  elevation  from  his  proprium,  and 
when  man  thinks  in  that  elevation,  he  thinks  truth  from  the 
Lord  and  does  also  good  from  Him.  The  contrary  comes  to 
pass  when  man  seeks  dominion  over  the  world,  over  heaven, 
and  over  the  Lord,  for  he  then  immerses  the  interiors  of  his 
mind,  which  are  of  his  thought  and  will,  in  his  proprium,  and 
when  man  is  immersed  in  his  proprium,  he  thinks  and  wills  from 
hell,  consequently  falses  and  evils  ;  the  reason  is,  because  the 
proprium  of  man  is  nothing  but  evil,  for  it  is  his  hereditary 
evil  itself:  such  therefore  are  the  Babylonians,  wherefore  they 
have  adulterated  and  profaned  all  the  goods  and  truths  of  the 
church  :  hence  now  it  is,  that  Babylon  is  called  a  harlot,  and 
the  mother  of  the  whoredoms  and  abominations  of  the  earth. 

1033.  “  Sitting  upon  many  waters” — That  hereby  is  signified, 
ruling  over  all  things  of  the  Word,  and  thence  over  the  holy 
things  of  the  church,  appears  from  the  signification  of  sitting,  as 
denoting  to  subject  to  her  judgment,  and  to  bring  under  her 
jurisdiction,  and  thus  to  rule,  whence  it  is  usual  to  speak  of 
sitting  in  judgment,  and  sitting  upon  a  throne,  as  may  be 
seen  above,  n.  687 ;  and  from  the  signification  of  waters,  as 
denoting  truths,  concerning  which  see  n.  71  >  483,  518,  854,  in 
this  case  all  things  of  the  Word,  because  it  is  said,  many  waters, 
and  is  said  concerning  the  whore,  which  is  Babylon,  whereby 
is  understood  the  adulteration  and  profanation  of  the  Word, 
from  which  is  derived  all  the  good  and  truth  of  the  church.  The 
reason  why  by  many  waters  are  also  signified  the  holy  things 
of  the  church,  is,  because  all  such  holy  things  have  reference 
to  goods  and  truth,  which  are  from  the  Word.  Similar  things 
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are  signified  by  dwelling  upon  many  waters  :  thus  in  Jeremiah  : 
u Jehovah  shall  do  that  which  he  spake  ag avast  the  inhabitants 
of  Babel :  O  thou  that  dwellest  upon  many  waters,  upon  many 
treasures,  thy  end  is  come,  the  measure  of  thy  gain,”  li.  12,  13 : 
because  many  waters  signify  the  truths  of  the  Word,  and  hence 
the  holy  things  of  the  church,  it  is  also  here  added,  upon  many 
treasures,  for  by  treasures  are  signified  divine  truths,  which  are 
in  the  Word.  That  many  waters  here  also  signify  the  holy 
things  of  the  church,  will  be  evident  from  the  explication  of 
verse  15,  where  it  is  said,  “  The  waters  which  thou  sawest,  where 
the  harlot  sitteth,  are  peoples  and  multitudes,  nations  and  tongues” 
and  by  these  are  signified  all  things  of  the  church,  because  by 
earth,  in  the  Word,  is  signified  the  church,  and  hence  by  those 
who  are  upon  the  earth  are  signified  all  things  thereto  apper¬ 
taining ;  but  more  will  be  said  upon  this  subject  in  the  expli¬ 
cation  of  that  verse.  That  the  Babylonians  have  subjected  the 
truths  of  the  Word  and  the  holy  things  of  the  church  to  their 
judgment,  jurisdiction,  and  dominion,  may  appear  from  this 
consideration,  that  they  persuade  the  people  that  they  alone 
understand  the  Word,  and  not  any  who  are  not  inaugurated  in  the 
ministry ;  and  hereby  they  subject  all  things  of  the  Word,  and 
thence  all  things  of  the  church,  to  their  own  dominion.  The 
Word,  as  to  its  literal  sense,  is  also  such,  that  it  may  be  drawn 
to  confirm  any  heresy  whatever;  for  the  literal  sense  consists  of 
appearances  of  truth,  in  which  are  included  the  genuine  truths 
of  heaven,  which  are  called  spiritual  truths,  and  unless  these  are 
revealed,  and  made  naked,  that  is,  unless  they  are  taught  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  church,  their  appearances  may  be  drawn  over 
and  perverted  to  favour  any  false  principle  whatever,  and  even 
evil  itself:  for  the  genuine  truths  of  the  Word  are  as  a  man, 
and  the  appearances  of  truth,  of  which  the  letter  consists,  are 
as  the  garments,  from  which  alone  no  proper  judgment  can  be 
formed  concerning  the  man  as  to  his  nature  and  quality ;  if  man 
should  be  judged  from  these  alone,  a  king  may  be  called  a  ser¬ 
vant,  and  a  servant  a  king,  likewise  an  evil  man  may  be  called 
a  good  man,  and  a  good  man  an  evil  man,  and  so  on  :  thus  they 
who  arrogate  to  themselves  dominion  over  all  things  of  heaven 
and  the  church,  may  apply  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word,  in  a 
thousand  ways,  to  favour  such  dominion,  and  this  they  do  most 
easily,  inasmuch  as  all  things  of  the  church,  which  are  called 
holy,  they  place  above  the  reach  of  the  human  intellect,  and  when 
this  is  believed,  and  no  genuine  truth  is  taught,  infernal  falses  may 
be  called  truths,  and  diabolical  evils  may  be  called  goods ;  yea,  the 
simple  may  be  persuaded  that  the  edicts  of  the  pope  are  equally 
holy,  yea,  more  holy,  than  the  precepts  of  the  Word,  when 
notwithstanding  the  latter  are  from  heaven,  whereas  the  former 
for  the  most  part  are  from  hell ;  for  every  edict  respecting  the 
government,  faith,  and  worship  of  the  church,  which  has  for 
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an  end  dominion  in  the  world,  however  it  may  appear  in  the 
external  form  and  sound  as  if  derived  from  the  Word,  is  from 
hell;  but  every  precept  of  the  Word,  inasmuch  as  the  end 
therein  regarded  is  the  salvation  of  souls  by  the  Lord,  is  from 
heaven.  From  these  considerations  it  may  appear,  that  by 
sitting  upon  many  waters,  when  predicated  of  Babylon  as  a 
harlot,  is  signified  to  rule  over  all  things  of  the  Word,  and  thence 
over  the  holy  things  of  the  church. 

1034.  “  With  whom  the  kings  of  the  earth  have  committed 
whoredom” — That  hereby  is  signified  that  they  have  falsified 
all  the  truths  of  the  church,  appears  from  the  signification 
of  committing  whoredom,  as  denoting  to  falsify,  concerning 
which  see  n.  141,  161,  817,  881;  and  from  the  significa¬ 
tion  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  as  denoting  the  truths  of  the 
church,  kings  denoting  truths,  and  earth  denoting  the  church. 
Kings  are  mentioned  very  frequently  in  the  Word,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  kings  or  their  kingdoms  are  thereby  understood, 
whereas  all  who  are  in  truths  from  good  from  the  Lord  are 
thereby  understood,  and,  in  the  abstract  sense,  in  which  con¬ 
sists  the  spiritual  sense,  truths  from  good  :  that  these  are  un¬ 
derstood  by  kings,  may  be  seen  above,  n.  29,  31,  553,  621,  625; 
which  may  still  further  appear  from  the  following  passages  in 
the  Apocalypse :  “  Jesus  Christ ,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the 
earth ,  who  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests ,”  i.  5,  6  :  again :  The 
Lamb  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests ,  that  we  might  reign  upon 
the  earth”  v.  10:  likewise  chap.  xvi.  12,  14.  Inasmuch  as  by 
kings  are  signified  truths  from  good,  they  also  signify,  in  the 
opposite  sense,  falses  from  evil;  for  most  expressions  in  the 
Word  have  also  an  opposite  sense :  such  is  the  signification  of 
kings  in  the  following  parts  of  this  chapter :  “  The  seven  heads 
of  the  beast  are  also  seven  kings ,  five  have  fallen ,  and  one  is ,  and 
the  other  is  not  yet  come ,  and  when  he  doth  come  he  must  abide 
but  a  short  time,”  verse  11 :  likewise,  “  The  ten  horns  which  thou 
sawest  are  ten  kings,”  verse  12 :  as  also,  u  The  woman  is  the  great 
city ,  having  a  kingdom  over  the  kings  of  the  earth  ,”  verse  18:  in 
like  manner  in  the  following  passages,  where  it  is  said,  “  That 
the  beast ,  the  kings  of  the  earth ,  and  their  army ,  made  war  with 
Him  that  sat  on  the  white  horse  ,”  Apoc.  xix.  18:  from  these 
considerations  it  is  evident,  what  is  signified  by  “  The  kings  of 
the  earth  committing  whoredom  with  the  harlot  sitting  upon  many 
waters ,”  viz.,  the  falsification  of  the  truths  of  the  church  by 
those  who  are  of  Babylon.  In  like  manner  in  the  following 
passages,  where  it  is  said,  u  That  the  kings  of  the  earth  committed 
fornication  with  that  woman ,  and  the  merchants  of  the  earth 
waxed  rich,  from  the  abundance  of  her  delicacies :”  likewise,  66  The 
kings  of  the  earth  who  have  committed  fornication ,  and  lived  deli¬ 
ciously  with  her ,  shall  weep  over  her  and  bewail  her,”  Apoc.  xviii. 
3,  9,  10.  Similar  things  are  signified  by  the  kings  mentioned 
in  Daniel:  “  That  the  ten  horns  of  the  fourth  beast  are  ten  kings, 
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which  shall  arise  from  that  kingdom ,  and  another  after  them ,  who 
shall  be  diverse  from  the  former,  who  shall  humble  three  kings,” 
vii.  24.  The  reason  why  kings  signify  those  who  are  in  truths 
from  good,  and,  abstractedly,  truths  from  good,  is,  because  the 
Lord  is  called  king  from  divine  truth,  and  priest  from  divine 
good,  and  hence  the  heaven  where  divine  truth  reigns  is  called 
His  throne :  hence  also  it  is  that  angels  in  the  heavens,  and 
men  on  earth,  who  are  in  truths  originating  in  good  from  the 
Lord,  are  called  sons  of  the  king,  likewise  sons  of  the  kingdom, 
and  heirs,  wherefore  these  are  they  who  are  understood  by  kings 
where  the  Lord  is  called  King  of  kings,  as  in  verse  14  of  this 
chapter,  also  chap.  xix.  16 ;  and  elsewhere. 

1035.  “  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  made  drunk  with 
the  wine  of  her  whoredom” — That  hereby  is  signified  that  they 
who  are  of  that  church  are  insane  from  falsifications,  appears 
from  the  signification  of  being  made  drunk,  or  as  denoting  to  be 
insane  in  spiritual  things,  concerning  which  see  n.  37 6;  and 
from  the  signification  of  wine,  as  denoting  spiritual  truth,  con¬ 
cerning  which  also  see  n.  376 ;  from  the  signification  of  whoredom, 
as  denoting  the  falsification  of  truth,  concerning  which  see  just 
above ;  and  from  the  signification  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
as  denoting  those  who  are  of  the  church :  that  by  the  earth,  in 
the  Word,  is  signified  the  church  has  been  frequently  shewn 
above:  from  these  considerations  it  is  now  evident,  that  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  being  made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her 
whoredom,  is  signified  that  they  who  are  of  that  church  are 
insane  from  falsifications.  As  to  what  further  respects  the 
insanity,  which  is  signified  by  inebriation  and  by  drunkenness  in 
the  Word,  it  is  not  from  falses,  but  from  truths  falsified;  the 
reason  is,  because  truths  from  heaven  act  into  the  understanding, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  false  from  hell,  whence  arises  dissension 
in  the  mind  and  an  insanity  like  that  of  a  drunkard  in  the  world: 
but  this  insanity  only  takes  place  with  those  who  are  in  evil,  and 
have  confirmed  the  falses  of  evil  by  the  Word,  for  all  things  of 
the  Word  are  truths,  and  communicate  with  heaven,  and  falses 
of  evil  are  from  hell;  but  from  the  falses  which  are  not  from  evil 
spiritual  inebriation  does  not  take  place,  for  those  falses  do  not 
pervert  and  destroy  spiritual  truths,  which  lie  inwardly  concealed 
in  the  truths  of  the  literal  sense,  for  they  do  not  thence  hatch 
evil,  as  do  the  falses  which  are  derived  from  evil.  Falses  not 
from  evil  may  be  compared  to  waters  not  pure,  which  being 
drunk  do  not  induce  drunkenness,  but  falses  from  evil  may  be 
compared  to  such  wine  and  strong  driiTRs  as  induce  drunkenness: 
wherefore  also  that  insanity,  m  the  Word,  is  said  to  be  effecfe3T 
by  wine,  which  is  called  the  wine  of  whoredom,  and  the  wine  of 
Babel  in  Jerem.  “A  cup  of  gold  is  Babel  in  the  hand  of  Jehovah 
inebriating  the  universal  earth,  the  nations  have  drunk  of  her  wine, 
therefore  the  nations  are  insane”  li.  7* 

1036.  Verses  3,  4,  5.  “And  he  brought  me  into  a  wilderness 
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in  the  spirit :  and  I  saw  a  woman  sitting  upon  a  scarlet  beast,  full 
of  names  of  blasphemy,  having  seven  heads,  and  ten  horns .  And 
the  woman  was  arrayed  in  purple  and  scarlet,  and  decked  with 
gold,  and  precious  stone,  and  pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her 
hand  full  of  the  abominations  and  uncleanness  of  her  whoredom . 
And  upon  her  forehead  was  a  name  written,  Mystery,  Babylon  the 
great ,  the  mother  of  the  whoredoms  and  abominations  of  the  earth” 
“And  he  brought  me  into  a  wilderness  in  the  spirit/*  signifies 
into  a  place  appearing  in  vision,  which  corresponded  to  the 
state  of  that  religious  principle:  “and  I  saw  a  woman  sitting 
upon  a  scarlet  beast/*  signifies  the  dominion  of  that  religious 
principle  over  the  holy  things  of  the  Word:  “full  of  names  of 
blasphemy/*  signifies,  which  are  adulterated  and  falsified:  “having 
seven  heads**  signifies,  and  profaned:  “and  ten  horns/*  signifies 
the  power  of  the  Word  from  truth:  “and  the  woman  was  arrayed 
in  purple  and  scarlet/*  signifies  the  appearance  of  that  religious 
principle  in  externals  as  if  it  were  from  celestial  good  and  truth, 
when  notwithstanding  in  internals  it  is  from  diabolical  evil  and 
the  false:  “and  decked  with  gold  and  precious  stone/*  signifies 
the  appearance  of  the  religious  principle  in  externals,  as  if  it 
were  from  spiritual  good  and  truth,  when  notwithstanding  in  the 
internals  it  is  from  infernal  evil  and  the  false:  “and  pearls/* 
signifies  the  appearance  in  externals,  as  if  it  were  in  the  know¬ 
ledges  of  good  and  truth:  “having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand  full 
of  the  abominations  and  uncleanness  of  her  whoredom/*  signifies 
doctrine  from  goods  and  truths  profaned:  “and  upon  her  fore¬ 
head  a  name  written,  Mystery,  Babylon  the  great/*  signifies  in 
heart  the  love  of  dominion  over  the  world  and  heaven,  to  which 
the  holy  things  of  the  Word,  of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  are 
made  to  serve  as  means:  “the  mother  of  the  whoredoms  and 
abominations  of  the  earth/*  signifies,  the  religious  principle  from 
which  are  the  adulterations  of  good  and  truth,  and  profanations 
of  the  holy  things  of  the  church. 

1037.  “And  he  brought  me  into  a  wilderness  in  the  spirit** — 
That  hereby  is  signified  into  a  place  appearing  in  vision  which 
corresponded  to  the  state  of  that  religious  principle,  appears  from 
the  signification  of  a  wilderness,  as  denoting  a  state  of  the 
church  in  which  there  is  no  longer  any  good  and  truth,  con¬ 
cerning  which  see  n.  730:  but  whereas  the  church  in  which 
there  is  no  longer  any  good  and  truth  is  not  a  church,  therefore 
it  is  called  a  religious  principle  [ religiosum ] ;  and  from  the 
signification  of  in  the  spirit,  as  denoting  in  vision,  for  what  John 
saw  in  the  spirit,  he  saw  in  vision :  to  see  in  vision  is  to  see  such 
things  as  exist  with  the  angels  in  heaven,  which  are  representa¬ 
tive  and  thence  significative  of  things  spiritual;  these,  when  they 
appear  to  man,  do  not  appear  before  the  sight  of  his  body,  but 
before  the  sight  of  his  spirit,  for  the  spirit  of  man  has  eyes 
equally  as  his  body,  but  the  eyes  of  his  spirit  see  those  things 
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which  are  in  the  spiritual  world,  by  reason  that  all  things  which 
appear  there  are  from  a  spiritual  origin,  and  the  spiritual  man 
sees  with  the  understanding  spiritual  things  and  with  the  eyes 
the  same  in  a  form  like  the  natural;  but  the  eyes  of  the  body 
see  those  things  which  are  in  the  material  world,  by  reason  that 
all  things  which  appear  there  are  from  a  natural  origin,  and  the 
material  man  sees  with  the  understanding  natural  things,  and 
with  the  eyes  the  same  in  a  material  form:  wherefore  when  the 
eyes  of  their  spirit  were  opened  with  the  prophets,  they  then  saw 
such  things,  as  represented  and  thence  signified  the  divine 
celestial  and  divine  spiritual  things  of  the  church,  and  likewise 
sometimes  such  things  as  represented  and  thence  signified  what 
was  to  take  place  in  future  in  the  churches:  these  are  the  things 
which  John  saw.  The  reason  why  he  now  saw  a  wilderness,  is, 
because  by  a  wilderness  is  signified  the  state  of  the  church  de¬ 
vastated  of  all  good  and  truth;  and  this  state  is  correspondent 
to  the  church  which  was  become  Babylon;  wherefore  also  Babel, 
in  many  passages  of  the  Word,  is  described  as  a  wilderness;  as 
in  the  following:  “Art  thou  he  who  hath  laid  the  world  in  a 
wilderness  and  destroyed  the  cities  thereof”  Isaiah  xiv.  17:  “Babel 
shall  be  as  the  overthrowing  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ,  it  shall  not 
be  inhabited  for  ever ,  it  shall  not  be  dwelt  in  even  to  generation 
and  generation ,  so  that  the  Arab  shall  not  tarry  there ;  the 
daughters  of  the  owl  shall  dwell  there ,  and  the  satyrs  shall  'dance 
there ,  Isai.  xiii.  19 — 22:  and  also  in  Jerem.  chap.  1.  37 — 40- 
chap.  li.  2,  25,  26,  37,  41,  42,  43;  and  elsewhere. 

1038.  ‘-And  I  saw  a  woman  sitting  on  a  scarlet  beast** — 
lhat  hereby  is  signified  the  dominion  of  that  religious  prin- 
clP*e  °ver  holy  things  of  the  Word,  appears  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  a  woman,  as  denoting  the  church,  concerning 
which  see  n.  555,  707,  721,  730,  but  in  this  case  as  denoting 
Babylon,  which  is  not  a  church  but  a  religious  principle  de- 
vastated  of  all  the  truth  and  good  of  the  church :  that  it  is 
.Babylon  which  is  understood  by  this  woman,  is  manifestly 
evident  from  verse  5  of  this  chapter;  and  from  the  signification 
ot  sitting,  as  denoting  to  bear  rule,  see  above,  n.  1033;  and 
from  the  signification  of  the  scarlet  beast,  as  denoting  the  Word 
as  to  the  holy  things  thereof,  which  the  woman,  which  is  Baby¬ 
lon,  profaned  by  dominion  over  them.  That  by  the  scarlet 
beast  is  signified  the  Word  as  to  the  holy  things  thereof, 
which  are  profaned  by  Babylon,  may  appear  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  parts  of  this  chapter,  where  it  is  said,  “  It  was  and  is  not, 
and  is  about  to  ascend  out  of  the  abyss,  and  to  go  into  destruction  ” 
verses  8  and  11;  and  afterwards,  « that  the  ten  horns  of  the 
beast  were  ten  kings  who  had  hatred  against  the  whore,  and  would 
make  her  devastated  and  naked,  and  devour  her  flesh,  and  burn 
her  with  fire,  and  would  give  the  kingdom  to  the  beast,”  verses  16 
1 7 ;  from  which  words,  viewed  in  the  spiritual  sense,  it  is  evi- 
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dent,  that  by  the  scarlet  beast  is  signified  the  Word  as  to  the 
holy  things  thereof.  The  reason  why  the  divine  Word  can  be 
signified  by  a  beast,  is,  because  several  of  the  holy  things  of 
the  church  are  signified  by  beasts  in  the  Word,  as  the  cherubs 
which  were  seen  as  four  beasts,  in  Ezekiel,  chap.  i.  and  chap, 
x. ;  and  the  four  beasts  or  four  animals,  which  also  were 
cherubs,  seen  by  John,  sitting  and  standing  before  the  throne 
in  the  Apocalypse,  chap.  iv.  6 — 10;  chap.  v.  6 — 12;  chap.  vii. 
11 ;  chap.  xiv.  3 :  and  by  them,  as  cherubs,  is  signified  pro¬ 
vidence  and  defence  that  the  Lord  may  not  be  approached 
except  by  the  good  of  love,  and  thence  also  they  signify  the 
Word  in  the  letter,  inasmuch  as  this  is  for  defence,  concerning 
which  see  above,  n.  277*  278,  717 ;  and  moreover,  all  the  beasts 
which  were  used  in  sacrifices,  as  oxen,  heifers,  goats,  she-goats, 
kids,  rams,  sheep,  and  lambs,  signified  holy  things  appertaining 
to  the  church,  as  may  appear  from  what  has  been  shewn  re¬ 
specting  them  above,  n.  277,  283,  362,  552,  650,  781,  817; 
hence  it  is,  that  men  from  charity  are  called  sheep,  yea,  the 
Lord  Himself, 'from  divine  innocence,  is  called  a  Lamb,  and 
from  divine  power  a  Lion :  these  things  are  mentioned  that  it 
may  not  appear  wonderful,  that  by  the  beast  is  here  signified 
the  Word,  but  the  Word  in  the  letter,  wherein  it  is  natural: 
beast  also,  in  a  general  sense,  in  the  Word,  signifies  the  natural 
[principle]  as  to  affection  :  the  reason  why  the  beast  here  seen 
was  of  a  scarlet  colour,  is,  because  scarlet  signifies  truth  from 
a  celestial  origin,  such  as  is  the  truth  of  the  Word  in  the  literal 
or  natural  sense  thereof,  which  is  what  is  understood  by  its 
holy  [principle] .  Something  nearly  similar  is  signified  by  the 
whore  being  seen  “sitting  upon  many  waters”  verse  i.  of  this 
chapter,  likewise,  “  upon  many  treasures”  in  Jerem.  chap.  li. 
13 ;  for  by  many  waters  and  many  treasures  are  there  signified 
the  truths  of  the  Word,  and  thence  the  holy  things  of  the 
church,  which  are  adulterated,  see  above,  n.  1033;  the  significa¬ 
tion  of  scarlet  will  be  seen  more  particularly  in  the  explication 
of  the  verse  following. 

1039.  “  Full  of  names  of  blasphemy” — That  hereby  is  sig¬ 
hed,  which  are  adulterated  and  falsified,  appears  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  name,  as  denoting  the  quality  of  a  thing  and  of  a 
state,  concerning  which  see  n.  102,  148,  676,  695,  841,  hence 
by  full  of  names  is  signified  the  quality  of  the  holy  things  of 
the  Word;  and  from  the  signification  of  blasphemy,  when  pre¬ 
dicated  of  the  Word,  as  denoting  the  adulteration  and  falsifica¬ 
tion  thereof,  concerning  which  see  n.  778. 

1040.  “  Having  seven  heads” — That  hereby  is  signified,  and 
profaned,  appears  from  the  signification  of  the  head,  as  de¬ 
noting  intelligence  and  wisdom,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense, 
insanity  and  foolishness,  and  also  cunning  or  craftiness,  con¬ 
cerning  which  see  n.  553,  715:  and  whereas  those  heads  be- 


444  APOCALYPSE  EXPLAINED.  [Chap.xvii. 

longed  to  the  scarlet  beast,  whereby  is  signified  the  Word  as  to 
its  holy  things,  concerning  which  see  above,  n.  1038,  and  there 
were  seven  of  them,  therefore  by  the  seven  heads  are  signified 
the  holy  things  of  the  Word  profaned,  for  the  number  seven 
signifies  what  is  holy,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense,  what  is  pro¬ 
fane.  By  the  head  of  this ,  beast,  in  the  proximate  sense,  is 
signified  the  Word  as  to  the  understanding  thereof,  and  thence 
as  to  the  intelligence  and  wisdom  in  it  and  from  it,  but  when 
the  truths  and  goods  thereof,  from  which  intelligence  and  wis¬ 
dom  are  derived,  are  falsified  and  adulterated,  then  by  its  heads 
when  seven  were  seen,  are  signified  the  holy  things  of  the 
Word  profaned.  This  signification  of  the  seven  heads,  is 
manifest  also  from  the  9th  and  10th  verses  in  this  chapter, 
where  it  is  said,  “  The  seven  heads  are  seven  mountains ,  where 
the  woman  sitteth  upon  them ,  and  they  are  seven  kings whereby 
is  signified  the  profanation  of  the  good  of  love  and  of  the  truth 
of  faith. 

1041.  “  And  ten  horns” — That  hereby  is  signified  the 
power  of  the  Word  from  truths,  appears  from  the  signification 
of  horns,  as  denoting  the  power  of  truth  against  the  false,  and, 
in  the  opposite  sense,  the  power  of  the  false  against  truth,  con¬ 
cerning  which  see  n.  316,  567,  776,  in  this  case  the  power  of 
truth  from  the  Word  against  the  false,  because  it  is  afterwards 
said,  “  The  ten  horns ,  which  thou  sawest,  are  ten  kings;  these 
have  hatred  against  the  whore ,  and  shall  make  her  devastated  and 
naked,  and  shall  devour  her  flesh  and  burn  her  with  fire;  and 
God  hath  given  into  their  hearts  to  give  their  kingdom  to  the 
beast,”  verses  12,  16,  17 :  from  which  it  is  manifest,  that  by 
the  ten  horns,  which  were  seen  on  the  scarlet  beast,  is  signified 
the  power  of  truth,  thus  of  the  Word,  against  falses,  for  it  said 
that  they  will  have  hatred  against  the  whore,  and  burn  her  with 
fire,  and  by  the  whore  is  signified  the  truth  of  the  Word  fal¬ 
sified,  which  in  itself  is  the  false,  and  which  cannot  be  had  in 
hatred  and  burned  but  by  the  truth  of  the  Word  in  its  power, 
thus  by  those  who  are  in  truths  from  the  Word,  and  account 
the  Word  only  holy,  and  acknowledge  it  for  divine  truth,  with¬ 
out  respect  to  the  dictates  of  the  pope  :  but  upon  this  subject 
more  will  be  said  in  what  follows.  The  reason  why  there  were 
seen  ten  horns,  is,  because  by  ten  is  signified  much,  thus  by 
ten  horns  much  power. 

1042.  “And  the  woman  was  arrayed  in  purple  and  scarlet” — 
That  hereby  is  signified  the  appearance  of  that  religious  prin¬ 
ciple  in  externals,  as  if  it  were  from  celestial  good  and  truth, 
when  notwithstanding  in  internals  it  is  from  diabolical  evil  and 
the  false,  appears  from  the  signification  of  the  woman,  as  denot¬ 
ing  the  religious  principle  of  the  papists ;  and  from  the  signi¬ 
fication  of  being  arrayed  or  clothed,  as  denoting  to  be  in  ex¬ 
ternals,  for  garments  denote  things  external  which  cover,  hence 


No.  1042.]  APOCALYPSE  EXPLAINED. 


445 


the  being  arrayed  denotes  the  appearance  in  externals;  and 
from  the  signification  of  purple,  as  denoting  good  from  a  celes¬ 
tial  origin,  and  also  the  evil  opposite  thereto,  which  is  called 
diabolical  evil,  of  which  we  shall  speak  presently ;  and  from 
the  signification  of  scarlet,  as  denoting  truth  from  a  celestial 
origin,  and  also  the  false  opposite  thereto,  which  is  called  the 
diabolical  false  :  that  those  goods  and  truths  differ  from  the 
goods  and  truths  which  are  from  a  spiritual  origin,  and  in  like 
manner  the  evils  and  falses  opposite  to  them,  which  are  called 
infernal  evils  and  falses,  will  be  seen  in  the  following  article. 
The  reason  why  the  woman,  who  is  the  whore  and  Babylon,  is 
thus  described,  is,  because  they  who  are  in  evils  and  falses 
thence  derived,  are  described  in  the  Word  from  their  external 
appearance,  thus  such  as  they  are  in  the  eyes  of  the  men  who 
adore  them ;  the  reason  why  they  are  thus  described,  is,  be¬ 
cause  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word  consists  of  appearances ; 
but  the  spiritual  sense  puts  off  those  appearances,  and  presents 
interior  things  naked,  without  garments,  which  then  appear 
quite  in  another  form;  as  in  the  present  case,  the  woman  out 
wardly  appearing  clothed  in  purple  and  scarlet,  is  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  form  called  the  mother  of  the  whoredoms  and  abomina¬ 
tions  of  the  earth  :  in  like  manner  as  it  is  said  concerning 
“the  rich  man  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen ,  who  notwithstand¬ 
ing  was  cast  into  hell  ”  Luke  xvi.  19;  and  also  concerning  the 
Assyrians,  with  whom  Ohola  and  Oholibah,  that  is,  Samaria 
and  Jerusalem,  committed  whoredom,  who  are  said  to  be 
“ clothed  in  blue ,  officers  and  leaders ,  horsemen  riding  upon 
horses  ”  Ezek.  xxiii.  6,  12  :  and  so  in  other  passages  :  Babylon 
is  here  described  as  a  harlot  appears  in  the  world,  clothed  in 
splendid  garments,  but  still  abominable,  because  full  of  unclean¬ 
ness.  Before  it  is  confirmed  from  the  Word  that  purple  and 
scarlet  signify  goods  and  truths  from  a  celestial  origin,  some¬ 
thing  shall  first  be  said  concerning  these  goods  and  truths :  the 
divine  good  which  proceeds  from  the  Lord  is  united  with  His 
divine  truth,  as  heat  with  light  from  the  sun  in  the  time  of 
spring :  but  the  angels  who  are  recipients  of  divine  good  and 
divine  truth  proceeding  from  the  Lord,  are  distinguished  into 
celestial  and  spiritual ;  they  who  receive  more  the  divine  good 
than  the  divine  truth  of  the  Lord,  are  called  celestial  angels, 
because  these  constitute  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  wThich  is 
called  the  celestial  kingdom,  but  the  angels  who  receive  more 
the  divine  truth  of  the  Lord  than  His  divine  good,  are  called 
spiritual  angels,  because  of  them  consists  the  spiritual  kingdom. 
Hence  it  is  evident,  that  goods  and  truths  are  of  a  twofold 
origin,  viz.,  from  a  celestial  origin  and  from  a  spiritual  origin : 
those  goods  and  truths  which  are  from  a  celestial  origin,  are 
the  goods  and  truths  of  love  to  the  Lord,  whereas  those  goods 
and  truths  which  are  from  a  spiritual  origin,  are  the  goods  and 
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truths  of  love  towards  the  neighbour;  the  difference*  is  like 
that  which  subsists  between  superior  and  inferior*  or  between 
interior  and  exterior*  consequently  as  between  those  things 
which  are  in  a  superior  or  interior  degree*  and  those  which  are 
in  an  inferior  or  exterior*  which  difference  as  to  its  nature  and 
quality*  may  be  seen  from  what  is  said  in  the  work  concerning 
Heaven  and  Hell *  concerning  the  three  degrees  of  the  heavens* 
and  thence  of  the  angels*  and  concerning  their  intelligence  and 
wisdom*  n.  33*  34*  38*  39*  208*  209*  211*  425.  That  purple*  in 
the  Word*  signifies  that  good*  and  scarlet  that  truth*  may  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  passages  in  the  Word  where  they  are  mentioned: 
as  in  Ezekiel:  “ Fine  linen  of  needle-work  from  Egypt  was  thy 
expansion ,  blue  and  purple  from  the  isles  of  Elisha  was  thy 
covering  f  xxvii.  7  ;  speaking  of  Tyre*  whereby  is  signified  the 
church  as  to  the  knowledges  of  truth  and  good  :  blue  and  pur¬ 
ple  denote  those  knowledges  from  a  celestial  origin;  by  cover¬ 
ing  and  expansion  are  signified  the  external  things  of  that 
church.  And  in  Luke :  “  There  was  a  certain  rich  man ,  who 
was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen *  aud  fared  sumptuously  every 
dayf  xvi.  19  :  by  the  rich  man  is  understood  the  Jewish 
nation*  and  church  there*  which  was  called  rich  from  the  know¬ 
ledges  of  good  and  truth  from  the  Word  which  was  with  them* 
purple  having  relation  to  the  knowledges  of  good*  and  fine  linen 
to  the  knowledges  of  truth*  both  from  a  celestial  origin.  And 
in  Lamentations :  “  They  who  fed  delicately  are  devastated  in 
the  streets *  they  who  were  brought  up  upon  scarlet *  embrace  the 
dunghill f  iv.  5  :  to  be  brought  up  upon  scarlet  denotes  to  be 
instructed  from  infancy  in  truths  from  celestial  good.  Inas¬ 
much  as  the  tent  of  the  assembly  represented  heaven*  and  the 
garments  of  Aaron  represented  the  holy  things  of  heaven*  and 
purple  and  scarlet  signified  the  goods  and  truths  of  heaven* 
therefore  the  curtains  and  vails  of  the  tent*  likewise  the  gar¬ 
ments  of  Aaron*  were  wrought  with  blue*  purple*  scarlet  double- 
dyed*  and  fine  twined  linen ;  as  upon  the  curtains  of  the  taber¬ 
nacle*  Exod.  xxvi.  1  ;  upon  the  vail  before  the  ark*  Exod.  xxvi. 
8  :  upon  the  covering  for  the  door  of  the  tent*  Exod.  xxvi.  36  ; 
upon  the  covering  at  the  gate  of  the  outer  court*  Exod.  xxvii. 
16;  upon  the  Ephod*  Exod  xxviii.  6;  upon  the  belt*  Exod. 
xxviii.  8;  upon  the  breast  plate  of  judgment*  Exod.  xxviii.  15 ; 
upon  the  borders  of  the  cloak  of  the  Ephod*  Exod.  xxviii.  33. 
On  account  of  scarlet  double-dyed  signifying  the  truth  of  celes¬ 
tial  good*  66  A  cloth  of  scarlet  double-dyed  was  spread  over  the 
table  upon  which  were  the  breads  of  faces *  and  afterwards  it  was 
covered  with  a  covering  of  badger*  s-skinf  Numb.  iv.  8  :  for  the 
inmost  things  of  the  celestial  kingdom  were  signified  by  those 
things  which  were  upon  the  table*  which  were  the  breads*  but 
the  exterior  things  by  those  which  covered  them*  which  have 
reference  to  truths  from  good.  Inasmuch  as  truth  from  celes- 
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tialgood,  which  is  the  truth  of  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word,  is 
signified  by  scarlet,  therefore  it  was  used  for  the  sake  of  remem¬ 
brance,  as  when  it  was  ordered,  “  that  the  sons  of  Israel  should 
make  for  themselves  a  fringe  upon  the  wings  of  their  garments , 
and  should  give  upon  the  fringe  of  the  wing  a  scarlet  thread ,  that 
by  it  they  might  remember  all  the  precepts  of  Jehovah  and  do 
them  ”  Numb.  xv.  38,  39.  For  the  same  reason  also  it  was  a 
custom  among  the  ancients,  when  significatives  were  in  use,  to 
tie  a  scarlet  thread,  in  order  to  the  remembrance  or  memory  of 
a  thing;  as  we  read  concerning  Perez  the  son  of  Thamar,  “that 
the  midwife  tied  scarlet  upon  his  hand  ”  Gen.  xxxviii.  28,  30 ; 
and  concerning  the  harlot  Rahab,  “  that  she  tied  in  the  window 
a  scarlet  thread,  that  the  searchers  might  remember  their  promise  f 
Jos.  ii.  18,  20.  Inasmuch  as  all  purifications  from  evils  are 
effected  by  truths  from  the  Word,  therefore  “  in  the  cleansings 
they  made  use  of  the  wood  of  cedar ,  scarlet ,  and  hyssop,”  Levit. 
iv.  4 — 7,  49 — 52:  and  “the  scarlet  from  a  red  cow  for  the 
waters  of  expiation  and  separation  ”  xix.  6.  The  cause  of  such 
significations  of  purple  and  scarlet,  is  from  their  colours :  for 
there  are  colours  in  heaven  far  more  shining  than  in  the  world, 
originating  in  the  light  there ;  and  whereas  the  red  colour  de¬ 
rives  its  origin  there  from  a  fiery  or  flaming  [principle],  and 
this  is  from  the  good  of  love,  hence  purple  signifies  good  from 
a  celestial  origin :  but  scarlet,  which  derives  its  colour  from  the 
flaming  and  white  together,  and  the  white  from  light  signifies 
truth ;  hence  that  colour  signifies  the  truth  of  celestial  good. 
As  most  things  in  the  Word  have  also  an  opposite  sense,  so 
likewise  have  purple  and  scarlet ;  and  in  that  sense  they  signify 
the  evils  and  falses  opposite  to  those  goods  and  truths :  as  in 
Isaiah  :  “  Though  your  sins  were  as  scarlet ,  they  shall  be  made 
white  as  snow ,  though  they  were  red  as  purple ,  they  shall  be  as 
wool,”  i.  8  :  inasmuch  as  by  scarlet  is  signified  truth,  in  like 
manner  by  snow,  and  by  purple  is  signified  good,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  by  wool,  and  by  scarlet  and  purple,  in  the  opposite  sense, 
is  signified  what  is  false  and  evil,  therefore,  because  the  false 
and  truth,  and  the  evil  and  good,  have  an  opposite  correspond¬ 
ence  to  each  other,  it  is  said,  though  your  sins  were  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  white  as  snow,  and  though  they  were  red  as  pur¬ 
ple,  they  shall  be  as  wool. 

1043.  “And  decked  with  gold,  and  precious  stone” — That 
hereby  is  signified  the  appearance  of  that  religious  principle  in 
externals,  as  it  were  from  spiritual  good  and  truth,  when  not¬ 
withstanding  in  internals  it  is  from  infernal  evil  and  the  false, 
appears  from  the  signification  of  gold,  as  denoting  spiritual 
good,  and  the  evil  opposite  thereto,  which  is  called  infernal 
evil,  that  gold  signifies  good,  see  n.  242 :  and  from  the  signi¬ 
fication  of  precious  stone,  as  denoting  truth  from  a  spiritual 
origin,  and  also  the  false  opposite  thereto,  which  is  called  the  in- 
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fernal  false ;  that  a  precious  stone  denotes  truth  from  a  spiritual 
origin,  see  n.  7l 7-  Above  were  made  some  observations  con¬ 
cerning  good  and  truth  from  a  celestial  and  from  a  spiritual  ori¬ 
gin,  something  shall  now  be  said  concerning  the  evil  and  false 
which  are  opposite  to  them.  As  the  heavens  are  distinguished 
into  two  kingdoms,  viz.  into  the  celestial  kingdom  and  the  spi¬ 
ritual  kingdom,  so  also  are  the  hells  distinguished  into  two  do¬ 
minions  opposite  to  those  kingdoms,  the  dominion  opposite  to  the 
celestial  kingdom  being  called  diabolical,  and  the  dominion  oppo¬ 
site  to  the  spiritual  kingdom  being  called  infernal ;  and  they  are 
distinguished  in  the  Word  by  the  names  devil  and  satan:  the 
reason  why  there  are  two  dominions  in  the  hells,  is,  because  the 
heavens  and  the  hells  are  opposite  to  each  other,  and  opposite 
must  altogether  correspond  to  opposite,  in  order  to  an  equili¬ 
brium:  for  the  existence  and  subsistence  of  all  things,  as  well 
in  the  natural  world  as  in  the  spiritual,  depends  upon  a  just 
equilibrium  betwixt  two  agents  which  are  opposite,  which,  whilst 
they  manifestly  act  against  each  other  mutually,  act  by  powers 
or  forces,  but  when  not  manifestly,  they  act  by  conatus  or 
efforts:  by  equilibriums  all  things  are  kept  together  in  both 
worlds,  and  without  it  all  things  would  perish  :  the  equilibrium 
in  the  spiritual  world  is  between  good  from  heaven  and  evil 
from  hell,  and  thence  between  truth  from  heaven  and  the  false 
from  hell :  for  so  it  is  continually  ordained  by  the  Lord,  that  all 
the  genera  and  species  of  good  and  truth  in  the  heavens,  should 
have  their  opposites  in  evils  and  falses  of  correspondent  kinds 
in  the  hells,  thus  goods  and  truths  from  a  celestial  origin  have 
for  their  opposites  the  evils  and  falses  which  are  called  diabolic, 
and  in  like  manner  goods  and  truths  from  a  spiritual  origin  have 
for  their  opposites  the  evils  and  falses  which  are  called  infernal: 
the  equilibriums  derive  their  cause  from  this  circumstance,  that 
the  same  divine  goods  and  divine  truths  which  the  angels  in  the 
heavens  receive  from  the  Lord,  are  turned  by  the  spirits  in  the 
hells  into  evils  and  falses :  all  angels,  spirits,  and  men,  are  held 
by  the  Lord  in  equilibrium  betwixt  good  and  evil,  and  thence 
betwixt  truth  and  the  false,  in  order  that  they  may  be  in  a  state 
of  liberty,  and  so  be  withdrawn  from  evil  to  good,  and  from  the 
false  to  truth,  easily,  and  as  of  themselves,  whilst  of  the  Lord ; 
hence  it  is,  that  they  are  also  led  in  a  state  of  liberty  from  good 
to  evil,  and  from  truth  to  the  false,  and  this  also  as  of  them¬ 
selves,  although  it  is  from  hell. 

1044.  “  And  pearls^ — That  hereby  is  signified  the  appearance 
in  externals  as  if  they  were  in  the  knowledges  of  good  and  truth, 
when  notwithstanding  in  internals  they  are  in  the  science  of  evil 
and  the  false,  appears  from  the  signification  of  pearls,  as  denot¬ 
ing  the  knowledges  of  good  and  truth,  of  which  we  shall  speak 
presently ;  hence  in  the  opposite  sense  by  pearls  is  signified  the 
science  of  evil  and  the  false,  whence  is  derived  their  craftiness 
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and  malice.  That  such  is  the  nature  of  the  Babylonian  nation* 
viz.  that  they  are  desirous  to  appear  in  a  state  of  sanctity*  and 
thence  as  in  all  good  and  truth*  and  in  the  knowledges  thereof, 
consequently  in  intelligence  above  all  others  in  the  world*  when 
nevertheless  they  are  rather  in  no  good  and  truth*  nor  in  the 
knowledges  thereof*  and  thence  not  in  any  intelligence  and 
wisdom  in  spiritual  things*  but  even  insane  as  to  those  things* 
is  seen  manifestly  in  the  spiritual  world*  where  the  interiors  of 
every  man  are  opened  and  thence  made  manifest*  which  with 
the  monks*  and  even  with  the  Jesuits*  who  were  reputed  of 
deeper  skill  and  intelligence  than  the  rest*  appeared  so  empty 
and  void*  that  they  were  not  acquainted  with  even  one  truth 
which  leads  to  heaven ;  they  have  been  explored,  and  were 
found  such.  The  reason  why  they  appear  in  externals  to  be  in 
goods*  in  true  knowledges*  and  in  intelligence  and  wisdom*  is* 
because  they  have  subjected  to  their  dominion  all  the  holy 
things  of  the  Word*  of  the  church*  and  of  worship*  and  because 
they  thence  speak  from  dominion  with  the  vulgar*  persuading 
them  that  the  arcana  of  heaven  are  with  them*  and  that  their 
pope  utters  his  edicts  from  inspiration  equally  as  the  apostles 
and  prophets ;  and  this  also  can  be  declared  by  them  in  a 
haughty  and  confident  manner*  inasmuch  as  they  speak  from 
the  authority  of  dominion  over  souls  and  over  heaven  and  hell* 
and  it  can  also  be  credited  by  the  vulgar  from  a  persuasion  of 
their  sanctity*  without  any  repugnance  of  heart*  inasmuch  as 
they  are  kept  for  that  end  in  gross  darkness  concerning  spiritual 
things,  in  which  darkness  they  inspire  spurious  goods*  and  un¬ 
meaning  truths*  which  they  call  divine  and  celestial*  yea*  they 
can  even  inspire  in  such  darkness  the  most  diabolic  and  infernal 
evils  and  falses*  and  induce  a  faith  in  them  as  if  they  were  ce¬ 
lestial  and  spiritual  goods  and  truths ;  for  thus  and  no  otherwise 
can  they  be  adored  as  deities*  and  subject  the  earth  and  the  pos¬ 
sessions  thereof  to  their  rule  and  disposal :  such  are  the  things 
which  lie  concealed  inwardly  with  them,  whilst  outwardly  they 
appear  as  clothed  in  purple  and  scarlet*  and  decked  with  gold* 
precious  stone*  and  pearls.  That  pearls  signify  the  knowledges 
of  good  and  truth*  appears  from  the  following  passages ;  thus  in 
Matthew :  “  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to  a  merchant-man 
seeking  beautiful  pearls,  who  when  he  had  found  one  precious  pearl, 
went  and  sold  all  that  he  had ,  and  bought  itf  xiii.  45*  46  :  by 
the  kingdom  of  the  heavens  is  understood  both  heaven  and  the 
church ;  by  the  merchant-man  are  understood  those  who  pro¬ 
cure  to  themselves  goods  and  truths*  by  which  heaven  and  the 
church  may  be  attained ;  by  pearls  are  signified  the  knowledges 
of  good  and  truth*  for  these  are  the  truths  of  the  natural  man ; 
by  one  precious  pearl*  is  understood  the  knowledge  concerning 
the  Lord*  and  His  Divine  [principle]  ;  and  by  his  going  and 
selling  all  that  he  had,  and  buying  it*  is  signified  that  he  rejected 

VOL,.  V.  F  F 


450 


APOCALYPSE  EXPLAINED.  [Chap.  xvii. 


the  proprium  to  receive  life  from  the  Lord.  Again :  “  Give  not 
that  which  is  holy  to  the  dogs ,  neither  cast  ye  your  pearls  before 
swine ,  lest  they  trample  on  them  with  their  feet,  and  turn 
again  and  rend  you,”  vii.  6  :  by  dogs  are  signified  concupiscences 
and  appetites ;  by  swine  are  signified  filthy  loves,  such  as  are  in 
the  hells  of  adulterers ;  these  being  in  the  infernal  marriage, 
which  is  of  the  false  and  evil,  altogether  reject  goods  and  truths, 
and  the  knowledges  thereof,  and  moreover  treat  them  with  ig¬ 
nominy  and  contumelies,  wherefore  it  is  said,  cast  not  your 
pearls  before  swine,  lest  they  trample  on  them  with  their  feet, 
and  turn  and  rend  you ;  to  trample  with  their  feet,  denotes  the 
rejecting  them  altogether  as  dirt,  and  to  turn  and  rend,  denotes 
the  treating  them  with  contumelies  and  ignominy.  By  pearls 
are  signified  the  knowledges  of  good  and  truth  also  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  passages  in  the  Apocalypse :  “  The  merchants  of  the  earth 
shall  weep  and  wail  over  Babylon ,  that  no  one  buyeth  their  mer¬ 
chandize  any  more ,  merchandize  of  gold  and  silver ,  and  of  pre¬ 
cious  stone  and  pearls ,”  Apoc.  xviii.  11,  12:  and,  again:  “The 
twelve  gates  of  the  wall  of  the  New  Jerusalem  were  twelve  pearls , 
each  gate  was  one  pearl  ,”  xxi.  21  :  inasmuch  as  by  the  gates 
for  the  New  Jerusalem,  are  signified  such  things  as  apper¬ 
tain  to  doctrine  from  the  Word,  which  introduce  man  into 
the  church,  and  these  are  the  knowledges  of  truth  and  good 
from  the  Word,  therefore  the  gates  were  seen  to  be  of  pearls. 

1045.  “  Having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand,  full  of  abomina¬ 
tions  and  uncleanness  of  whoredoms” — That  hereby  is  sig¬ 
nified  doctrine  from  profaned  goods  and  truths,  appears  from 
the  signification  of  a  cup,  as  denoting  the  false-  from  hell,  for 
by  a  cup  is  signified  the  same  as  by  wine,  and  by  wine  is  sig¬ 
nified  truth  from  heaven,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense,  the  false 
from  hell,  see  n.  887,  960,  1022;  and  whereas  a  cup  signifies 
truth  or  the  false,  and  the  doctrine  of  every  church  is  either 
of  one  or  the"  other ;  for  all  the  truth  of  the  church  is  contained 
in  doctrine,  therefore  by  a  cup  is  also  signified  doctrine,  and  by 
a  golden  cup,  the  doctrine  of  the  false  from  evil :  in  like  man¬ 
ner  in  Jeremiah :  “  A  golden  cup  is  Babel  in  the  hand  of  Jehovah , 
inebriating  the  universal  earth,”  li.  7  •  where  it  is  called  a  golden 
cup  for  the  same  reason  that  the  woman  is  said  to  be  clothed 
in  purple  and  scarlet,  and  decked  with  gold  and  precious  stone 
and  pearls,  viz.  from  appearance  in  externals,  when  nevertheless 
in  internals  it  is  a  cup  full  of  abominations  and  uncleanness ; 
for  the  case  herein  is  like  that  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  of 
whom  the  Lord  says,  “  Woe  to  you  scribes  and  pharisees,  who 
purify  the  outside  of  the  cup  and  platter,  but  within  they  are  full 
of  rapine  and  intemperance .  And  ye  make  yourselves  like  to 
whitened  sepulchres,  which  without  indeed  appear  beautiful,  but 
within  are  full  of  bones  of  the  dead  and  all  uncleanness f  Matt, 
xxiii.  25,  26,  27 ;  and  from  the  signification  of  abominations,  as 
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denoting  the  profanations  of  good,  of  which  we  shall  speak 
presently;  and  from  the  signification  of  the  uncleanness  of 
whoredoms,  as  denoting  the  profanation  of  truth,  for  whoredom 
signifies  the  falsification  of  truth  as  above,  hence  the  unclean¬ 
ness  thereof  signifies  profanation.  As  to  what  concerns  the 
profanations  which  are  signified  by  abominations,  they  are  the 
perversions  of  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  thus  conversions 
of  the  goods  thereof  into  evils,  and  of  the  truths  thereof  into 
falses ;  they  are  called  abominations,  because  the  angels  abo¬ 
minate  them,  for  so  far  as  they  were  the  holy  things  of  the 
church,  originating  in  goods  and  truths  from  the  Word,  they 
ascend  into  heaven,  but  so  far  as  they  are  applied  to  evils,  and 
thus  profaned,  the  carry  with  them  an  infernal  principle,  which 
lies  concealed  within,  whence  they  are  perceived  as  things 
dead,  in  which  there  had  been  a  living  soul ;  hence  it  is  that 
heaven  abominates  and  detests  them.  That  such  things  are 
understood  by  abominations  in  the  Word,  is  evident  from  the 
account  of  the  abominations  in  Jerusalem ;  thus  in  Ezekiel : 
“  As  that  he  took  of  the  garments  of  her  adorning  which  were 
given  to  her ,  and  made  herself  variegated  lofty  places ,  and  played 
the  harlot  upon  them .  That  of  the  gold  and  silver  given  to  her 
she  made  herself  images  of  a  male ,  with  which  she  also  committed 
whoredom.  That  the  oil ,  the  incense ,  the  bread ,  fine  flour ,  and 
honey ,  which  were  given  to  her ,  she  made  into  an  odour  of  rest. 
That  they  sacrificed  their  sons  and  their  daughters :  that  she 
committed  whoredom  first  in  Egypt ,  and  afterwards  with  the  sons 
of  Ashur ,  and  lastly  with  the  Chaldeans ;  besides  several  other 
things  which  are  there  called  abominations  f  xvi.  2 — 63  ;  by  all 
which  things  are  signified  the  profanations  of  the  Word,  of  the 
church,  and  of  worship.  In  like  manner  in  other  passages 
where  abominations  are  either  recounted  or  spoken  of,  as  in 
Isaiah  vii.  9,  10;  chap.  xvi.  18;  Jeremiah  xxxii.  3£;  Ezekiel  v. 
11 ;  chap.  vii.  19,  20 ;  chap.  viii.  6 — 18 ;  chap.  xi.  21 ;  chap.  xiv. 
6;  chap.  xx.  8;  Deut.  vii.  25,  26;  chap.  xii.  31  ;  chap,  xviii. 
9,  10;  Matt.  xxiv.  15;  Mark  xiii.  14;  Dan.  ix.  27;  chap.  xi. 
31 ;  and  elsewhere. 

1046.  “  And  upon  her  forehead  a  name  written.  Mystery, 
Babylon  the  great” — That  hereby  is  signified,  in  heart  the  love 
of  dominion  over  the  world  and  heaven,  to  which  the  holy 
things  of  the  Word,  of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  are  made  to 
serve  as  means,  appears  from  the  signification  of  a  name  writ¬ 
ten  upon  the  forehead,  as  denoting  her  quality  as  to  love,  for 
by  name  is  signified  the  quality  of  a  thing  or  state,  and  by  fore¬ 
head  is  signified  love ;  that  name  denotes  the  quality  of  a  thing 
or  state,  may  be  seen  n.  102,  148,  676,  695,  841,  892 ;  and  that 
the  forehead  corresponds  to  the  good  of  love,  n.  49 7?  852  ;  and 
from  the  signification  of  mystery,  as  denoting  that  which  lies 
hid  in  the  heart,  and  does  not  appear  before  the  vulgar;  that 
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this  is  the  love  of  dominion  over  the  world  and  over  heaven,  to 
which  the  holy  things  of  the  church  are  subservient  as  means, 
and  that  the  cupidity  and  rule  of  that  love  is  Babylon,  has  been 
shewn  in  the  premises  to  this  chapter, n.  1029;  and  whereas  that 
love  devastates  the  church  of  all  truths  and  goods,  therefore  this 
also  is  understood  by  mystery,  and  Babylon  the  great. 

1047.  “  Mother  of  the  whoredoms  and  abominations  of  the 
earth” — That  hereby  is  signified  a  religious  principle  from 
which  are  the  adulterations  of  good  and  truth,  and  profanations 
of  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  appears  from  the  signification  of 
mother,  as  denoting  the  church,  but,  in  this  case,  the  religious 
principle  which  in  the  general  sense  is  understood  by  Babylon ; 
and  from  the  signification  of  whoredoms,  as  denoting  the  adul¬ 
terations  of  good  and  falsifications  of  truth,  concerning  which 
see  n.  141,  161,  817*  881 ;  and  from  the  signification  of  abomi¬ 
nations,  as  denoting  profanations,  see  n.  1044;  and  from  the 
signification  of  the  earth,  as  denoting  the  church,  in  this  case  as 
to  the  holy  things  thereof;  that  earth  in  the  Word  signifies  the 
church,  maybe  seen  n.  29,  304,  413,  417*  697*  741,  742,  876. 
With  respect  to  profanations,  they  are  of  various  kinds,  the 
most  grievous  kind  is,  when  the  truths  and  goods  of  the  Word, 
of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  are  acknowledged,  and  the  life 
regulated  by  them,  and  afterwards  are  denied,  and  the  life  con¬ 
trary  to  them,  or  even  when  they  are  not  denied,  and  yet  the 
life  is  contrary ;  by  this  profanation  is  effected  a  conjunction 
and  coherence  of  good  with  what  is  false,  likewise  of  truth  with 
evil,  whence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  man  is  in  heaven  and  in  hell 
at  the  same  time,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  whilst 
heaven  wills  to  have  its  own,  and  hell  to  have  its  own,  and  yet 
they  cohere,  each  is  taken  away :  hence  the  proper  life  of  man 
perishes,  and  the  man  becomes  like  a  brute  animal,  continually 
delirious,  an,d  is  carried  about  from  phantasy  on  this  side  and  on 
that,  like  a  dragon  in  the  air,  and  also  sees  in  phantasy  mere 
flakes  and  chaffs  like  giants  and  crowds,  and  a  little  cup  like  a 
universe,  and  so  on.  Inasmuch  as  such  have  no  longer  any 
human  life,  therefore  they  are  not  called  spirits,  but  a  profane 
thing,  nor  are  they  named  he  or  she,  but  it,  and  when  they 
appear  in  the  light  of  heaven  they  appear  like  burnt  skeletons. 
But  this  kind  of  profanation  is  rare,  inasmuch  as  provision  is 
made  by  the  Lord  to  prevent  man  from  entering  into  the  faith 
of  truth  and  into  the  life  of  good,  unless  he  can  be  constantly 
kept  therein  even  to  the  last  period  of  his  life.  But  concerning 
this  profanation,  and  afterwards  concerning  other  kinds  of  pro¬ 
fanations,  more  will  be  said  in  the  following  articles. 

1048.  Verse  6.  “  And  I  saw  the  woman  drunk  with  the  blood 
of  the  saints ,  and  with  the  blood  of  the  witnesses  of  Jesus;  and  I 
wondered  when  I  saw  her  with  great  admiration .”  ce  And  I  saw 
the  woman  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,”  signifies  a  re- 
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ligious  principle  inducing  insanity  from  the  falses  of  evil,  from 
which  violence  is  offered  to  divine  truths  :  “  and  with  the  blood 
of  the  witnesses  of  Jesus, ”  signifies,  violence  offered  to  those 
truths  of  the  Word  which  teach  that  the  Lord  alone  is  to  be 
adored :  “  and  I  wondered  when  I  saw  her  with  great  admira¬ 
tion,”  signifies  a  stupendous  vision,  in  which  were  arcana  of 
heaven,  which  were  unknown  to  him. 

1049.  “  And  I  saw  the  woman  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the 
saints” — That  hereby  is  signified  a  religious  principle  inducing 
insanity  from  the  falses  of  evil,  from  which  violence  was  offered 
to  divine  truths,  appears  from  the  signification  of  the  woman, 
as  denoting  the  religious  principle  which  in  a  general  sense  is 
understood  by  Babylon,  as  above,  n.  1042:  and  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  being  drunk,  as  denoting  to  be  insane  in  spiritual 
things  from  the  falses  of  evil,  concerning  which  see  above,  n. 
376,  1035 ;  and  from  the  signification  of  the  blood  of  the  saints, 
as  denoting  divine  truths,  in  the  present  case,  violence  offered 
to  them,  because  it  is  implied,  that  the  blood  was  shed;  that 
blood  signifies  divine  truth,  may  be  seen  n.  30,  328,  329,  476, 
748 ;  and  that  the  shedding  of  blood  signifies  the  offering  of 
violence  to  divine  truths,  n.  329:  it  is -said,  the  blood  of  the 
saints,  because  the  divine  truths  of  the  Word  are  what  are  called 
holy,  and  because  by  saints,  in  the  Word,  in  the  spiritual  sense, 
are  not  understood  saints,  but  things  holy;  for  the  spiritual 
sense  of  the  Word  is  without  any  idea  of  person,  place,  and 
time,  otherwise  than  its  natural  sense.  How  those  two  senses 
differ  from  each  other,  may  manifestly  be  seen  in  many  passages 
of  the  Word,  as  in  this,  where  it  is  said  that  the  woman  was 
seen  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and  the  blood  of  the 
witnesses  or  martyrs  of  Jesus;  by  which  words,  in  the  natural 
sense,  is  understood  that  Babylon  shed  the  blood  of  the  saints, 
and  the  blood  of  those  who  testified  concerning  the  Lord, 
whereas  by  those  words,  in  the  spiritual  sense,  is  understood 
that  Babylon  offered  violence  to  divine  truths,  and  also  to  the 
testification  of  the  Lord :  that  this  sense  is  contained  in  those 
words,  may  also  be  seen  or  concluded  from  this  consideration, 
that  modern  Babylon  has  not  killed  the  saints,  nor  the  wit¬ 
nesses  of  the  Lord,  for  it  adores  the  saints  even  to  idolatry,  and 
the  Lord  with  supreme  sanctity,  although  this  adoration  is  only 
external,  whilst  that  of  the  pope  is  internal;  hence  it  is  evident, 
that  these  are  not  the  things  which  are  here  to  be  understood, 
but  that  somewhat  more  interior  lies  concealed  in  those  words, 
which  is,  that  they  have  offered  violence  to  divine  truths,  and 
also  to  the  divine  power  of  the  Lord;  for  they  have  offered 
violence  to  divine  truths  by  falsifying,  adulterating,  and  pro¬ 
faning  the  Word ;  and  that  they  have  offered  violence  to  the 
divine  power  of  the  Lord  by  transferring  it  to  themselves,  is 
well  known. Continuation  concerning  profanation .  It  was 


454 


APOCALYPSE  EXPLAINED.  [Chap.  xvii. 

said,  that  the  most  grievous  kind  of  profanation  is,  when  the 
truths  of  the  Word  are  acknowledged  in  faith  and  confirmed  in 
the  life,  and  man  afterwards  recedes  from  faith  and  lives  an 
evil  life,  or  if  he  does  not  recede  from  faith,  but  still  lives  in 
evil :  howbeit  he  does  not  profane,  who  in  childhood  and  even 
to  adolescence  is  in  faith  and  in  a  life  according  thereto,  and 
afterwards  in  the  age  of  manhood  recedes  from  faith  and  from 
the  life  of  faith :  the  reason  is,  because  the  faith  of  childhood  is 
a  faith  of  the  memory,  and  the  faith  of  another  as  of  a  master 
or  teacher,  whereas  the  faith  of  the  age  of  manhood  is  the  faith 
of  the  understanding,  and  thence  the  proper  faith  of  man  :  this 
faith  may  be  profaned,  if  man  recedes  from  it,  and  lives  con¬ 
trary  to  it,  but  not  the  former,  for  nothing  enters  the  life  of 
man,  and  affects  it,  but  what  comes  into  the  understanding  and 
thence  into  the  will,  and  man  does  not  think  from  his  own 
understanding,  and  act  from  his  own  will,  until  he  arrives  at 
adult  age;  before  this  he  thought  only  from  science,  and 
acted  only  from  obedience,  and  such  thinking  and  acting 
cannot  become  of  his  life,  nor,  consequently,  be  profaned.  In 
a  word,  whatsoever  a  man  thinks,  speaks,  and  does,  from  the 
understanding,  the  will  favouring  or  assenting,  this  is  of  his 
life,  or  becomes  of  his  life,  and  this,  if  it  is  holy,  is  profaned  by 
recession.  But  the  profanations  of  this  kind  are  more  grievous 
and  more  light  according  to  the  quality  of  the  truth  and  of  the 
faith  thence  derived,  and  according  to  the  quality  of  the  good 
and  of  the  life  thence  derived,  and  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  recession  from  them :  wherefore  there  are  several  specific 
differences  of  this  profanation. 

1050.  “  And  with  the  blood  of  the  witnesses  of  Jesus” — That 
hereby  is  signified,  violence  offered  to  those  truths  of  the  Word 
which  teach  that  the  Lord  alone  is  to  be  adored,  appears  from 
the  signification  of  blood,  as  denoting  the  divine  truth  of  the 
Word,  and  the  violence  thereto  offered,  as  was  said  above;  and 
from  the  signification  of  the  witnesses  of  Jesus,  as  denoting 
those  who  in  heart  acknowledge  the  Lord,  and  worship  and 
adore  Him  alone ;  that  to  bear  witness  is  to  acknowledge  in 
heart,  and  that  the  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  Lord^s  Divine  [principle]  in  His  Human,  and  that  He 
alone  is  to  be  worshiped  and  adored,  may  be  seen,  n.  10,  27* 
228,  392,  635,  649,  749.  That  violence  is  offered  by  the  Ba¬ 
bylonians  to  the  truths  of  the  Word  which  teach  concerning  the 
Lord,  manifestly  appears  from  this  consideration,  that  they  have 
transferred  the  divine  power  of  the  Lord  to  the  pope,  as  His 
vicar,  and  together  with  it  worship  and  adoration ;  and  that  for 
this  end  they  have  separated  the  Lord^s  Divine  [principle]  from 
His  Human,  in  order  that  they  might  say  that  they  have  not 
taken  His  divine  power,  but  His  human,  not  being  willing  to 
know  that  the  divine  power  principally  consists  in  the  power  of 
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saving  the  human  race,  which  power  the  Babylonians  still  ap¬ 
propriate  to  themselves;  but  upon  this  subject  more  will  be 

said  elsewhere. - Continuation  concerning  profanation .  The 

cause  of  this  so  horrible  state  of  profanation  after  death  shall 
also  be  disclosed.  Man  has  two  minds,  a  natural  and  a  spiri¬ 
tual  ;  the  natural  mind  is  opened  to  him  by  the  sciences  and 
knowledges  of  truth  and  good,  and  the  spiritual  mind  is  opened 
by  a  life  according  to  them ;  which  is  effected  with  those  who 
know,  acknowledge,  and  believe,  the  truths  of  the  Word,  and 
live  according  to  them  ;  that  mind  is  not  opened  with  any  others : 
when  the  spiritual  mind  is  opened,  then  the  light  of  heaven, 
which  is  divine  truth,  flows  in  thereby  into  the  natural  mind, 
and  there  disposes  truths  to  correspondences ;  when  therefore  a 
man  departs  into  what  is  contrary,  and  either  in  faith  or  life  de¬ 
nies  the  truth  of  the  Word  before  acknowledged,  then  the 
things  which  are  in  the  natural  mind  no  longer  correspond  with 
those  which  are  in  the  spiritual  mind ;  hence  heaven  from  its 
light  flows  in  by  or  through  the  spiritual  mind  into  things  not 
corresponding,  and  into  things  opposite  thereto,  in  the  natural 
man,  from  which  exists  a  phantasy  so  direful,  that  they  seem 
to  themselves  to  fly  in  the  air  like  dragons,  whilst  flakes  of 
snow  and  chaff  appear  to  them  like  giants  and  troops,  and  a 
little  ball,  as  the  universal  globe,  with  other  things  of  a  like  na¬ 
ture  :  the  cause  of  such  a  state  therefore  is,  that  they  have  hea¬ 
ven  in  the  spiritual  mind  and  hell  in  the  natural  mind,  and  when 
heaven,  which  is  in  the  spiritual  mind,  acts  into  hell,  which  is 
the  natural  mind,  then  such  things  appear.  Inasmuch  as  the 
understanding  is  hereby  destroyed  as  to  all  things  appertaining 
to  it,  and  with  the  understanding  also  the  will,  hence  the  man 
becomes  no  longer  man  :  from  this  circumstance  it  is,  that  such 
a  profane  person  is  no  longer  called  a  man,  nor  he  or  she ,  but  it, 
for  it  is  a  brute. 

1051.  “And  I  wondered  when  I  saw  her  with  great  admira¬ 
tion” — That  hereby  is  signified  a  stupendous  vision,  in  which 
were  contained  arcana  of  heaven,  which  were  unknown  to  him, 
appears  from  the  signification  of  wondering  at  those  things 
which  he  saw  with  great  admiration,  as  denoting  to  be  in  asto¬ 
nishment  concerning  the  vision,  in  which  lay  concealed  arcana 
unknown  to  him,  wherefore  the  angel  said  to  him,  I  will  declare 
to  thee  the  mystery  of  the  woman,  and  of  the  beast  that  carrieth 
her. - Continuation  concerning  profanation.  This  kind  of  pro¬ 

fanation  exists  especially  with  those  who  acknowledge  the  Lord 
and  His  Divine  [principle],  also  the  Word  and  its  sanctity  ;  the 
reason  is,  because  the  Lord  alone,  by  truths  from  the  Word, 
opens  heaven  to  the  man  who  lives  according  thereto,  and  with¬ 
out  heaven  being  opened,  this  profanation  cannot  exist.  Hence 
it  is  manifest,  that  the  gentiles,  who  are  ignorant  of  the  Lord, 
and  know  not  any  thing  concerning  the  Word,  cannot  be  the 
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subjects  of  such  profanation :  as  neither  can  the  Jews,  for  they 
deny  the  Lord  from  their  infancy,  neither  is  heaven  opened  to 
them  by  the  Word :  as,  also,  neither  can  the  impious,  who  have 
been  such  from  their  childhood ;  for,  as  was  said,  they  only 
profane  who  believe  well  and  live  well,  and  afterwards  believe 
and  live  evilly.  Besides  this  kind  of  profanation,  there  are  se¬ 
veral  others,  of  which  we  shall  treat  in  the  articles  following. 

1052.  Verses  7*  8.  “ And  the  angel  said  unto  me ,  wherefore 
didst  thou  wonder  ?  I  will  tell  thee  the  mystery  of  the  woman ,  and 
of  the  beast  which  carrieth  her ,  which  hath  seven  heads  and  ten 
horns.  The  beast  which  thou  sawest ,  was ,  and  is  not ,  and  is  about 
to  ascend  out  of  the  abyss ,  and  to  go  into  perdition  :  and  they  that 
dwell  upon  the  earth  shall  wonder  ( whose  names  were  not  written 
in  the  book  of  life  from  the  foundation  of  the  world),  when  they 
see  the  beast ,  which  was ,  and  is  not ,  but  yet  is”  “ And  the  an¬ 
gel  said  unto  me,  wherefore  didst  thou  wonder  ?  I  will  tell  thee 
the  mystery  of  the  woman,  and  of  the  beast  which  carrieth  her, 
which  hath  seven  heads  and  ten  horns, ”  signifies  manifestation 
of  all  things :  “the  beast,  which  thou  sawest,  was,  and  is  not,”  sig¬ 
nifies  the  Word,  which  in  the  beginning  was  received  in  the 
church  and  read,  afterwards  was  taken  away  from  the  people  and 
not  read  :  “  and  is  about  to  ascend  out  of  the  abyss,  and  go 
into  perdition,”  signifies  its  being  acknowledged  as  divine  but 
still  rejected :  and  “they  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  shall  wonder,” 
signifies  those  of  that  religious  principle  who  reject  the  Word: 
“whose  names  were  not  written  in  the  book  of  life  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,”  signifies,  being  those  who  do  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Lord^s  divine  power  over  heaven  and  earth,  but 
as  transferred  to  some  vicar,  and  from  him  to  his  vicars :  “when 
they  see  the  beast  which  was  and  is  not,”  signifies,  when  they 
know  that  the  Word  was  received,  but  still  rejected:  “but 
yet  is,”  signifies,  that  still  it  is,  because  it  is  divine,  and  not  re¬ 
jected  except  by  the  profane. 

1053.  “And  the  angel  said  unto  me,  wherefore  didst  thou 

wonder  ?  I  will  tell  thee  the  mystery  of  the  woman,  and  of  the 
beast  which  carrieth  her,  which  hath  seven  heads  and  ten  horns” 
— That  hereby  is  signified,  manifestation  of  all  things,  appears 
without  explication :  but  what  is  signified  by  each  particular,  as 
by  wondering,  and  by  the  mystery  of  the  woman,  by  the  scar¬ 
let  beast,  by  the  seven  heads,  and  by  the  ten  horns,  has  been 
said  in  the  antecedent  pages,  and  will  be  further  explained  in 
those  which  follow. - Concerning  the  second  kind  of  profana¬ 

tion.  There  is  another  kind  of  profanation  of  things  holy,  which 
has  place  with  those  who  have  domination  for  their  end,  and  use 
the  holy  things  of  the  Word,  of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  as 
means :  it  is  according  to  divine  order,  that  heaven  and  the 
church  should  be  the  end,  consequently  the  holy  things  thereto 
appertaining,  and  domination  the  means  to  promote  that  end ; 
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for  when  such  holy  things  are  the  end,  and  domination  the 
means,  then  the  Lord  is  worshiped  and  adored,  but  when  domi¬ 
nation  is  the  end,  and  holy  thing  the  means,  then  instead  of  the 
Lord  man  is  worshiped  and  adored :  for  the  means  regard  the 
end  as  servants  regard  their  lord,  and  the  end  regards  the  means 
as  a  lord  his  servants ;  wherefore  as  a  lord  esteems  and  loves 
his  servants  according  to  their  obsequiousness  in  performing  his 
will,  so  also  the, man  who  has  domination  for  an  end,  esteems 
and  loves  the  holy  things  of  the  Word,  of  the  church,  and  of 
worship,  according  as  they  are  made  obsequious  to  his  end, 
which  is  domination :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  as  a  lord  lightly 
esteems  and  rejects  his  servants,  and  takes  others  in  their  place 
if  they  do  not  serve  at  command,  so  also  the  man,  who  has  do¬ 
mination  for  an  end,  lightly  esteems  and  rejects  the  holy  things 
of  the  church,  and,  if  they  are  not  subservient  to  his  end,  takes 
other  things  in  the  place  thereof.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that 
things  holy,  with  those  who  have  domination  for  an  end,  are  of 
no  account  unless  so  far  as  they  are  subservient  thereto ;  and 
also  that  when  they  are  so  subservient  with  them,  they  are  not 
holy  but  profane ;  the  reason  is,  because  the  end,  which  is  do¬ 
mination,  is  the  man  himself,  and  whereas  it  is  the  love  of  self, 
it  is  his  proprium,  and  man’s  proprium,  viewed  in  itself,  is  no¬ 
thing  but  evil,  yea,  is  profane ;  and  the  end  conjoins  the  means 
to  itself,  that  they  may  be  as  one.  In  this  kind  of  profanation 
are  all  those  who  are  in  sacred  ministries,  and  by  the  holy  things 
of  the  church  seek  their  own  honour  and  glory,  from  which  they 
rejoice  in  heart,  and  not  from  use,  which  is  the  salvation  of 
souls. 

1054.  u  The  beast,  which  thou  sawest,  was,  and  is  not” — 
That  hereby  is  signified  the  Word,  which  in  the  beginning 
was  received  in  the  church  and  read,  and  afterwards  taken  away 
from  the  people  and  not  read,  appears  from  the  signification  of 
the  scarlet  beast,  as  denoting  the  Word  in  the  letter  as  to  its 
holy  things,  concerning  which  see  n.  1038  ;  and  from  the  signi¬ 
fication  of  was,  as  denoting  that  in  the  beginning  it  was  received 
in  the  church  and  read  ;  and  from  the  signification  of  is  not,  as 
denoting  that  afterwards  it  was  taken  away  and  not  read :  that 
such  things  are  understood  by  those  words  is  evident  from  this 
consideration,  that  this  was  really  the  case  with  the  Word, 
namely,  that  in  the  beginning  it  was  acknowledged  as  divine, 
taught  from,  and  read  before  the  people,  and  afterwards,  as 
they  extended  dominion  over  heaven  and  over  the  church,  they 
acknowledged  it  indeed  to  be  divine,  but  ceased  to  teach  from 
it  as  before ;  for  they  forbade  the  people  to  read  it,  and  instead 
of  doctrine  from  it,  they  delivered  their  doctrine  from  the  papal 
chair  alone  as  divine,  and  instituted  divine  worship  in  masses 
not  understood  by  the  common  people  :  they  also  preached  the 
adoration  of  the  pope  and  of  dead  men,  whom  they  call  saints^ 
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instead  of  the  Lord,  whom  they  before  preached :  hence  it  may 
appear,  that  it  is  the  Word,  which  is  understood  by  the  scarlet 
beast,  which  was,  and  is  not,  and  is  about  to  ascend  out  of  the 
abyss,  and  go  into  perdition.  That  Babylon  in  the  beginning 
was  a  church  which  adored  the  Lord,  and  preached  concerning 
divine  truth  from  the  Word,  and  afterwards  indeed  retained  the 
adoration  of  the  Lord,  but  only  external,  which  is  formal,  whilst 
the  internal,  which  is  essential,  they  transferred  to  the  pope  as 
His  vicar,  and  to  those  that  minister  as  vicars  under  him,  may 

be  seen  above,  n.  1029. - Continuation  concerning  the  second 

kind  of  profanation .  They  who  are  in  this  kind  of  profanation, 
cannot  do  otherwise  than  adulterate  the  goods  of  the  Word, 
and  falsify  the  truths  thereof,  and  so  pervert  the  holy  things  of 
the  church,  for  they  do  not  agree  with  the  end,  which  is  the 
domination  of  man  over  them,  for  they  are  things  divine,  which 
cannot  so  serve ;  hence  it  is,  that  from  necessity,  in  order  that 
the  means  may  agree  with  the  end,  goods  are  turned  into  evils, 
truths  into  falses,  and  thereby  holy  things  into  profane,  and 
this  in  an  increasing  degree,  as  the  dominion,  which  is  the  end, 
becomes  enlarged.  That  this  is  the  case,  may  manifestly  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  Babylon  of  the  present  times,  to  which  the  holy 
things  of  the  Word,  of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  are  means, 
and  domination  the  end :  for  in  proportion  as  they  have  en¬ 
larged  their  domination,  they  have  weakened  the  sanctity  of  the 
Word,  and  exalted  the  sanctity  of  the  pope’s  dictates  actually 
above  it,  they  have  claimed  to  themselves  power  over  heaven, 
yea,  over  the  Lord  Himself,  and  have  instituted  the  idolatrous 
worship  of  men  both  living  and  dead,  and  this  until  they  have 
caused  nothing  of  divine  good  and  divine  truth  to  be  left  re¬ 
maining.  That  the  holy  things  of  the  Word,  of  the  church,  and 
of  worship,  are  so  changed,  is  of  the  Lord’s  Divine  Providence, 
not  that  it  is  of  His  providence  that  it  should  so  come  to  pass, 
but  it  is  of  His  providence  that,  because  man  wills  to  bear  rule 
by  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  and  also  does  rule,  they 
should  therefore  adopt  what  is  false  in  the  place  of  truth,  and 
what  is  evil  in  the  place  of  good,  otherwise  they  would  have 
defiled  the  holy  things  themselves,  and  have  rendered  them 
abominable  before  the  angels ;  which  is  not  the  case  when  they 
no  longer  know  them.  As,  for  example,  with  the  holy  supper 
instituted  by  the  Lord,  in  their  separating  the  bread  and  the 
wine,  and  giving  the  bread  to  the  people,  and  drinking  the 
wine  themselves ;  for  bread  signifies  the  good  of  love  to  the 
Lord,  and  wine  the  truth  of  faith  in  Him,  and  good  separated 
from  truth  is  not  good,  nor  is  truth  separated  from  good  truth, 
for  truth  is  truth  from  good,  and  good  is  good  in  truth.  And 
so  in  other  cases. 

1055.  “  And  is  about  to  ascend  out  of  the  abyss,  and  go  into 
perdition” — That  hereby  is  signified  its  being  acknowledged  as 
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divine  for  the  sake  of  form,  but  still  rejected,  appears  from  the 
signification  of  ascending  out  of  the  abyss,  when  predicated  of 
the  Word  with  those  who  are  of  Babylon,  as  denoting  to  be 
received  and  acknowledged  as  divine  for  the  sake  of  form,  of 
which  we  shall  speak  presently ;  and  from  the  signification  of 
going  into  perdition,  as  denoting  not  to  be  acknowledged  but 
rejected.  That  this  is  the  case  with  the  Word  with  those  who 
are  of  Babylon,  is  a  known  thing,  for  it  is  acknowledged  as 
divine  on  account  of  the  Lord’s  words  to  Peter  concerning  the 
keys,  on  account  of  the  histories  concerning  the  passion,  con¬ 
cerning  Mary,  concerning  the  apostles,  besides  some  passages 
which  they  can  pervert  to  favour  their  own  dominion  ;  for  inas¬ 
much  as  all  those  things  are  from  the  Word,  and  their  religion 
is  founded  upon  them,  therefore  if  the  Word  was  not  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  divine,  the  religion  itself  would  fall,  and  they  could 
no  longer  exercise  dominion  over  the  sanctities  of  the  church, 
nor  even  be  called  Christians :  but  that  the  Word  is  still  re¬ 
jected  by  them  is  also  a  known  thing,  for  it  is  not  read  by  the 
common  people,  and  but  little  by  the  monks,  who  are  the 
teachers :  many  also  invalidate  its  sanctity,  as  is  evident  from 
their  writings  and  discourses,  by  reason  that  the  things  therein 
contained  do  not  agree  with  the  dictates  and  bulls  of  the  pope, 
and  because  Babel  is  there  described  to  the  life,  and  condemned 
to  hell :  these  are  the  causes  of  the  rejection  thereof ;  from 
which  considerations  it  is  evident,  that  the  Word  is  only  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  divine  for  the  sake  of  form.  That  such  things 
are  signified  by  the  above  words  may  manifestly  appear,  when 
by  the  scarlet  beast  is  understood  the  Word,  and  by  the  whore 
or  woman  sitting  thereon  is  understood  the  religious  principle 
which  regards  dominion  for  an  end,  and  the  holy  things  of  the 
Word,  of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  for  means. - Continua¬ 

tion  concerning  the  second  kind  of  profanation.  They  who  are 
in  the  love  of  self,  and  thence  in  the  love  of  ruling,  and  who 
acquire  and  afterwards  exercise  domination  by  the  holy  things 
of  the  Word,  of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  are  those  who 
profane,  for  the  delight  of  the  love  of  ruling  for  the  sake  of 
themselves,  that  is,  for  the  sake  of  eminence,  and  thence  of 
veneration,  and  as  it  were  adoration  of  themselves,  is  an  infer¬ 
nal  delight,  which  also  reigns  in  hell,  for  in  hell  every  one  wills 
to  be  the  greatest,  whereas  in  heaven  every  one  wills  to  be  the 
least;  and  to  rule  over  things  sacred  from  an  infernal  delight, 
is  to  profane  them.  But  this  other  kind  of  profanation  of  the 
holy  things  of  the  church,  is  not  like  the  former  kind  described 
above;  the  former  or  first  kind  is  with  those,  with  whom  com¬ 
munication  with  heaven  has  been  effected  by  the  opening  of 
their  spiritual  mind ;  but  this  other  kind  of  profanation  apper¬ 
tains  to  those  with  whom  the  spiritual  mind  has  not  been  opened, 
nor  communication  been  thereby  effected  with  heaven  ;  for  so 
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long  as  the  delight  of  the  love  of  ruling  resides  in  man,  so  long 
that  mind  cannot  be  opened,  nor  communication  with  heaven 
be  given  him.  The  lot  of  these  profanators,  after  death,  also 
differs  from  the  lot  of  the  former :  the  former,  as  was  said,  are 
in  a  perpetual  delirium  of  phantasy,  but  these  are  in  hatred 
against  the  Lord,  against  heaven,  against  the  Word,  against 
the  church,  and  against  all  the  holy  things  appertaining  thereto, 
into  which  hatred  they  come  in  consequence  of  their  dominion 
being  taken  away  from  them,  whereby  their  state  is  changed 
into  the  contrary.  They  appear  as  it  were  fiery,  and  their  hell 
as  it  were  in  flames,  for  the  infernal  fire  is  nothing  else 
but  the  cupidity  of  ruling  from  the  love  of  self;  they  are 
amongst  the  worst,  and  are  called  devils,  whereas  the  rest  are 
called  satans. 

1056.  “And  they  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  shall  wonder” _ 

That  hereby  are  signified  those  of  that  religious  principle  who 
reject  the  Word,  appears  from  the  signification  of  them  that 
dwell  upon  the  earth,  as  denoting  those  who  are  of  that  religious 
principle ;  for  by  the  earth  is  signified  the  church,  but,  in  this 
case,  that  religious  principle,  because  the  church  is  not  with 
them,  for  the  church  is  there  only  where  the  Lord  is  adored,  and 
the  Word  is  read.  That  they  who  reject  the  Word  are  under¬ 
stood,  is  evident  from  what  follows,  for  they  are  those  whose 
names  are  not  written  in  the  book  of  life  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  and  who  saw  the  beast,  which  was,  and  is  not, 
but  yet  is :  for  by  the  beast  is  signified  the  W ord,  as  was  said 
above,  wherefore  their  wonder  is,  that  the  Word  still  is,  al¬ 
though  it  was,  and  is  not. - Concerning  the  second  kind  of 

profanation.  The  love  of  ruling  by  the  holy  things  of  the 
church  as  means,  altogether  closes  the  interiors  of  the  human 
mind  from  the  inmost  principles  towards  the  extreme,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  that  love ;  but  in  order  that 
it  may  be  known  that  this  is  the  case,  something  shall  be  said 
concerning  the  interiors,  which  are  of  the  human  mind.  There 
is  given  to  man  a  spiritual  mind,  a  rational  mind,  a  natural 
mmd,  and  a  sensual  mind:  by  the  spiritual  mind,  man  is  in 
heaven,  and  is  a  heaven  in  its  least  form  ;  by  the  natural  mind 
he  is  in  the  world,  and  is  a  world  in  its  least  form  ;  and  heaven 
with  man  communicates  with  the  world  in  him  by  the  rational 
mind,  and  with  the  body  by  the  sensual  mind :  after  man’s 
birth  in  the  world  the  sensual  mind  is  first  opened  with  him, 
afterwards  the  natural  mind,  and,  as  he  studies  to  become  in- 
telligent,  the  rational  mind,  and  as  he  studies  wisdom,  the  spi- 
ritual  mind :  but  afterwards,  as  man  becomes  wise,  the  spiritual 
mind  becomes  to  him  as  the  head,  and  the  natural  mind  as  the 
body,  to  which  the  rational  serves  for  conjunction  as  the  neck 
to  the  head,  and  then  the  sensual  mind  is  as  the  soles  of  the 
feet :  all  these  minds  are  disposed  by  the  Lord,  in  the  state  of 
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infancy,  by  an  influx  of  innocence  from  heaven,  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  they  can  afterwards  be  opened :  but  with  those  who 
from  their  childhood  begin  to  be  inflamed  with  the  lust  of  ruling 
by  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  as  means,  the  spiritual  mind 
is  altogether  shut,  likewise  also  the  rational  mind,  and,  lastly, 
the  natural  mind,  even  to  the  sensual  mind,  as  it  is  said  in 
heaven,  even  to  the  nose,  and  thus  they  become  merely  sensual, 
being  of  all  others  the  most  stupid  in  things  spiritual  and 
thence  in  things  rational,  whilst  they  are  the  most  cunning  of 
all  in  things  of  a  wordly  and  thence  in  those  of  a  civil  nature : 
that  they  are  so  stupid  in  spiritual  things,  they  themselves  do 
not  know,  because  in  heart  they  do  not  believe  those  things, 
and  because  they  believe  cunning  to  be  prudence,  and  malice 
to  be  wisdom.  All  of  this  kind,  however,  differ  according  to 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  lust  of  ruling  and  of  the  exer¬ 
cise  thereof,  likewise  according  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
persuasion  that  they  are  holy,  and  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  good  and  truth  from  the  Word,  which  they  profane. 

1057-  “  Whose  names  were  not  written  in  the  book  of  life 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world” — That  hereby  is  signified, 
that  they  are  those  who  do  not  acknowledge  the  divine  power  of 
the  Lord  over  heaven  and  over  earth,  but  as  transferred  to  some 
vicar  and  from  him  to  his  vicars,  appears  from  the  signification 
of  names  not  written  in  the  book  of  life,  as  denoting  those  who 
are  not  received  in  heaven,  concerning  which  see  n.  199,  222, 
299  ;  and  whereas  they  are  not  received  in  heaven  who  do  not 
acknowledge  the  divine  power  of  the  Lord  over  heaven  and 
earth,  therefore  these  are  they  who  are  understood ;  and  from 
the  signification  of  the  foundation  of  the  world,  as  denoting  from 
the  establishment  of  the  church :  by  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
in  the  literal  or  natural  sense,  is  understood  the  creation  of  the 
world,  but  in  the  internal  spiritual  sense  the  establishment  of  the 
church  is  understood,  for  the  spiritual  sense  treats  concerning 
spiritual  things,  and  the  natural  sense  concerning  natural  things, 
which  appertain  to  the  world ;  hence  it  is  that  by  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  heaven  and  earth,  in  the  first  chapter  of  "Genesis,  in 
the  spiritual  sense,  is  described  the  new  creation  or  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  first  and  most  ancient  church  on  this  earth,  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  explication  thereof  in  the  Arcana  Calestia :  more¬ 
over  by  creating,  in  the  Word,  is  signified  to  reform,  and  by 
Creator  the  Lord  as  Reformer  and  Saviour :  that  to  create  sig¬ 
nifies  to  reform,  and  that  by  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth, 
in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  is  described,  in  the  spiritual  sense, 
the  establishment  of  the  most  ancient  church,  may  be  seen  above, 
n.  294,  739.  The  establishment  of  the  church  is  also  under¬ 
stood  by  the  foundation  of  the  world  in  the  following  passages : 
“  The  king  shall  say  to  them  who  are  on  the  right  hand ,  come  and 
possess  as  a  heritage  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
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foundation  of  the  world”  Matt.  xxv.  34:  “Jesus  praying  said, 
Father,  because  Thou  hast  loved  Me  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world ,”  John  xvii.  24  :  “Jesus  said,  the  blood  of  all  the  prophets 
shed  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  shall  be  required  of  this 
generation  ,”  Luke  xi.  50.  That  the  establishment  of  the  church 
is  understood  by  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  appears  from  the 
passages  in  the  Word  where  mention  is  made  of  founding  the 
earth,  of  the  founding  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  foundation  of  the 
earth,  whereby  is  not  meant  the  foundation  or  creation  of  the 
earth,  but  the  establishment  or  creation  of  the  church  upon  the 
earth  ;  as  in  Zechariah  :  “  Jehovah  who  stretcheth  out  the  heavens, 
and  layeth  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  formeth.  the  spirit  of 
man  in  the  midst  of  him,”  xii.  I ;  where  by  stretching  put  the 
heavens,  and  laying  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  is  not  under¬ 
stood  the  stretching  out  the  visible  heaven,  and  founding  the 
habitable  earth,  but  the  church  as  to  its  internals,  which  are 
called  spiritual,  and  as  to  its  externals,  which  are  called  natural; 
to  found  the  latter  and  stretch  out  the  former  is  to  establish, 
wherefore  it  is  also  said,  forming  the  spirit  of  man  in  the  midst 
of  him,  whereby  is  signified  his  reformation  and  regeneration. 
And  in  Isaiah :  “  Attend  to  me,  O  Jacob  and  Israel,  my  hand 
hath  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  my  right  hand  hath 
spanned  the  heavens ,”  xlviii.  12,  13:  where  by  laying  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  earth  with  the  hand,  and  spanning  the  heavens 
with  the  right  hand,  are  signified  similar  things  as  were  explained 
just  above,  as  may  appear  from  the  antecedent  and  following 
parts  of  the  chapter,  where  the  establishment  of  the  new  church 
by  the  Lord  is  treated  of.  Again  in  the  same  prophet :  “  And 
hath  forgotten  Jehovah  thy  Maker,  who  stretcheth  out  the  heavens , 
and  layeth  the  foundation  of  the  earth,”  li.  13;  where  also  by  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  is  signified  the  church  as  to  its  internal 
or  spiritual  things,  and  as  to  its  external  or  natural  things,  and 
by  stretching  out  and  laying  the  foundation  thereof  is  signified 
to  establish  them.  Again  :  “  I  will  put  my  words  into  thy  mouth, 
and  with  the  shadow  of  my  hand  will  I  cover  thee,  to  plant  the 
heavens,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  to  say  unto 
Zion,  thou  art  my  people:  stir  up,  stir  up,  arise,  O  Jerusalem,” 
li.  16,  17  :  here  by  planting  the  heavens  and  laying  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  earth,  is  manifestly  meant  to  establish  the  church, 
for  this  is  said  unto  the  prophet,  that  the  wrord  should  be  put 
into  his  mouth,  and  that  he  shall  be  covered  with  the  shadow  of 
the  hand  to  plant  the  heavens  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
earth,  whereas  the  foundation  of  the  earth  cannot  be  laid  by  a 
prophet,  but  that  of  the  church  may ;  wherefore  also  it  is  added, 
to  say  unto  Zion,  thou  art  my  people ;  likewise ,  stir  up,  stir  up, 
arise,  O  Jerusalem;  for  by  Zion  and  by  Jerusalem,  in  the 
Word,  is  understood  the  church.  And  in  David,  “  The  heaven  is 
thine ,  the  earth  also  [is]  thine,  the  ivorld  and  the  fulness  thereof 
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thou  hast  founded  them”  Psalm  lxxxix.  12 :  here  in  like  manner 
by  heaven  and  the  earth  is  signified  the  churchy  by  the  world 
the  church  as  to  good,  and  by  the  fulness  thereof  are  signified 
all  the  goods  and  truths  of  the  church.  Again  :  “  The  earth  and 
the  world  [are]  Jehovah’s,  He  hath  founded  it  upon  the  seas  and 
established  it  upon  the  rivers.  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Jehovah ,  and  who  shall  stand  in  the  place  of  His  holiness  ” 
Psalm  xxiv.  2,  3 :  that  the  establishment  of  the  church  is  de¬ 
scribed  by  founding  the  earth  and  the  world  upon  the  seas,  and 
establishing  them  upon  the  rivers,  may  be  seen  above,  n.  304, 
518,  741 ;  and  is  also  manifest  from  what  follows,  viz.  who  shall 
ascend  into  the  mountain  of  Jehovah,  and  who  shall  stand  in 
the  place  of  His  holiness ;  by  the  mountain  of  Jehovah  is  under¬ 
stood  Zion,  whereby  is  signified,  where  the  Lord  reigns,  by 
divine  truth,  and  by  the  place  of  His  holiness,  is  understood 
Jerusalem,  where  the  temple  was,  whereby  is  signified  the  church 
as  to  doctrine.  From  these  considerations  it  is  evident,  that  by 
the  foundation  of  the  world  is  signified  the  establishment  of  the 
church,  for  the  same  is  understood  by  the  world  as  by  heaven 
and  the  earth ;  and  it  is  said,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  earth, 
because  by  the  earth  is  signified  the  church  on  earth,  and  upon 
this  heaven  is  founded  as  to  its  holy  things.  Hence  also  it  is 
manifest  what  is  signified  by  the  foundation  of  the  earth  in  the 
following  passages :  “ Have  ye  not  known ,  have  ye  not  heard , 
hath  it  not  been  declared  to  you  from  the  beginning ,  have  ye  not 
understood  the  foundations  of  the  earth ”  Isaiah  xl.  21:  again: 
“  The  foundations  of  the  earth  are  corrupted”  xxiv.  18  :  likewise 
in  Isaiah  lviii.  12;  Jerem.  xxxi.  37;  Micah  vi.  2  ;  Psalm  xviii. 
8,  16  ;  Psalm  lxxxii.  5,  and  elsewhere. - Continuation  concern¬ 

ing  the  second  kind  of  profanation.  The  reason  why  the  profa- 
nators  of  this  kind  are  stupid  and  infatuated  in  spiritual  things, 
but  cunning  and  ingenious  in  worldly  things  is,  because  they 
make  one  with  the  devils  in  hell;  and  because,  as  was  said 
above,  they  are  merely  sensual,  and  thence  are  in  their  own 
proprium,  which  draws  its  delight  of  life  from  the  unclean 
effluvia  which  exhale  from  things  decayed  in  the  body,  and 
which  are  exhaled  from  dunghills ;  from  these  also  arises  the 
swelling  of  their  breast,  whilst  they  are  in  the  haughtiness  of 
their  pride,  and  the  delight  felt  from  their  titillation.  That 
their  delights  are  from  such  sources,  is  evident  from  them  after 
death,  when  they  live  as  spirits,  for  then  they  prefer  to  the  most 
fragrant  odours  the  rank  stenches  that  arise  from  the  air  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  belly,  and  from  privy-houses,  which  smell 
to  them  more  fragrant  than  thyme.  By  such  things  the  inte¬ 
riors  of  the  mind  are  closed,  and  the  exteriors  of  the  body  are 
opened,  whence  arises  their  alacrity  in  worldly  things,  and  their 
dulness  in  spiritual  things :  in  a  word,  the  love  of  domination 
by  the  holy  things  of  the  church  corresponds  to  filth,  and 
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the  delight  thereof  to  a  stink  inexpressible  by  words,  which  to 
the  angels  is  most  horrible.  Such  is  the  exhalation  from 
their  hells  when  they  are  opened,  but  on  account  of  the  op¬ 
pression  and  occasional  swooning  thence  derived,  they  are  kept 
shut. 

1058.  “When  they  see  the  beast  which  was  and  is  not” — 
That  hereby  is  signified  the  science  that  the  Word  was  received 
but  still  rejected,  appears  from  the  signification  of  seeing,  as 
denoting  to  know  and  take  cognizance  of  a  thing,  concerning 
which  see  n.  260,  529 ;  and  from  the  signification  of  the  beast, 
as  denoting  the  Word,  see  n.  1038;  and  from  the  signification 
of  which  was  and  is  not,  as  denoting  that  it  was  received  and 

yet  rejected,  concerning  which  see  n.  1054,  1055,  1056. - 

Concerning  the  third  kind  of  profanation .  In  this  kind  of  pro¬ 
fanation  are  they  who  adore  divine  things  with  devout  gestures 
and  pious  lips,  and  yet  in  heart  and  spirit  deny  them,  thus  who 
outwardly  and  before  the  world  venerate  the  holy  things  of  the 
Word,  of  the  church,  and  of  worship,  and  yet  at  home  and  in 
secret  deride  them :  such  persons,  when  they  are  in  a  holy  ex¬ 
ternal,  whether  they  teach  in  the  temple  or  speak  in  common, 
do  not  know  otherwise  than  that  what  they  say  is  so,  but  as 
soon  as  they  return  into  themselves  they  think  the  contrary, 
and  such  being  their  state,  they  can  counterfeit  angels  of  light, 
although  they  are  angels  of  darkness :  hence  it  is  evident,  that 
this  kind  of  profanation  is  an  hypocritical  kind ;  they  are  not 
unlike  to  images  of  dirt  finely  decked,  to  fruits  inwardly  pu- 
trified  but  beautiful  in  the  skin,  or  to  nuts  inwardly  eaten  by 
worms,  but  whole  in  the  shell :  from  which  it  is  evident,  that 
their  internal  is  diabolical,  and  consequently  their  holy  external 
profane.  Such  are  many  of  the  rulers  in  modern  Babylon, 
and  many  of  a  certain  society  therein,  as  they  themselves  know, 
who  claim  to  themselves  dominion  over  the  souls  of  men,  arid 
over  heaven  itself,  for  to  believe,  as  they  do,  that  power  is 
given  to  them  of  saving  and  introducing  into  heaven,  and  to 
acknowledge  in  heart  the  existence  of  God,  are  two  opposites ; 
the  reason  is,  because  man,  in  order  that  he  may  be  saved  and 
introduced  into  heaven,  must  look  to  the  Lord,  and  supplicate 
Him,  but  he  who  believes  that  power  to  be  given  to  himself, 
looks  to  himself,  and  believes  those  things  which  appertain  to  the 
Lord  to  be  in  himself,  and  to  believe  this,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  believe  that  God  is,  or  that  God  is  in  him,  is  not  possible : 
to  believe  that  God  is  in  himself,  whilst  he  regards  himself 
above  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  and  heaven  in  his  power, 
is  to  be  like  Lucifer ;  for  he  who  is  inflamed  with  the  fire  of 
ruling  over  all  things,  if  he  should  think  that  God  is  in  himself, 
cannot  think  this  otherwise  than  from  himself,  and  to  think 
from  himself  that  God  is  in  himself,  is  to  think  that  God  is  not 
in  himself,  but  that  he  himself  is  God,  as  it  is  also  said  of  Lu- 
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cifer  in  Isaiah  xiv.  13,  14,  by  whom  is  there  understood  Ba¬ 
bylon,  as  is  manifest  from  verses  4  and  22  of  the  same  chapter. 
Such  a  man  also  manifests  of  himself  what  he  is,  for  he  breaks 
out  when  power  is  given  him,  and  this  according  to  the  degree  of 
his  elevation.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  such  persons  are  atheists, 
some  manifestly,  some  clandestinely,  and  some  ignorantly  •  as 
they  regard  dominion  as  an  end,  and  the  holy  things  of  heaven 
and  the  church  as  means,  they  counterfeit  angels  of  light  in 

thhlr  faCCS’  geStUres’  and  discourse>  and  thus  profane  holy 

1059.  “  But  yet  is” — That  hereby  is  signified,  that  still  it  is, 
because  it  is  divine,  and  not  rejected  except  by  the  profane, 
appears  from  the  signification  of  the  beast,  of  which  this  is 
said,  as  denoting  the  Word;  that  this  still  is,  and  that  it  is 
commonly  acknowledged  for  divine,  and  its  sanctity  equal  to 
that  of  the  dictates  and  bulls  of  the  pope,  is  well  known,  but 
still  that  it  is  rejected  by  those  who  in  heart  deny  divine 
truths,  thus  who  profane  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  has 
been  shewn  above.  The  reason  why  it  is  said,  but  yet  is,  is  an 
arcanum  which  has  respect  to  those  who  acknowledge  the  Word 
tor  divine,  of  whom  we  shall  speak  in  the  explication  of  the 

sixteenth  and  seventeenth  verses  of  this  chapter. - Continu 

ation  concerning  the  third  kind  of  profanation.  They  who  are  in  this 
kind  of  profanation,  which  is  hypocritical,  differ  in  degree,  some 
being  more  and  some  less  able  to  conceal  the  interiors  of  their 
mind,  lest  they  should  be  manifested,  and  to  dispose  the  ex- 
tenors  which  are  of  the  face  and  lips  to  the  appearance  of  sanc¬ 
tity.  Ihese  after  death,  when  they  become  spirits,  appear  en¬ 
compassed  with  a  lucid  cloud,  in  the  midst  whereof  is  a  black 
appearance,  like  an  Egyptian  mummy;  but  as  they  are  elevated 
into  the  light  of  heaven,  that  lucid  cloud  becomes  diabolically 
dusky,  not  from  transparence,  but  from  transpiration  and  the 
infection  thence  derived.  Such  therefore  in  hell  are  black  de 
vils,  and  the  differences  of  this  kind  of  profanation  are  known 

from  the  degree  of  the  blackness  as  it  is  more  or  less  dismal 
and  horrible. 

1060.  Verses  9,  10,  11.  «  This  is  the  mind  which  hath  wis¬ 
dom  :  the  seven  heads  are  seven  mountains,  where  the  woman  sit- 
teth  upon  them ;  and  they  are  seven  kings,  five  have  fallen,  and 
one  is,  the  other  is  not  yet  come,  and  when  he  shall  come  he 
must  continue  but  a  short  time :  and  the  beast  which  was,  and  is 

nnh™»SeVr£lei?htb  mid  1S  °l  the  seven>  and  9°eth  into  per¬ 
dition.  This  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom,”  signifies  the 

understanding  of  these  things  in  the  natural  sense  from  the  spi- 

2SL!  he rVen«headslre  SfVen  mountains>  where  the  woman 
sitteth  upon  them  signifies  the  goods  of  the  Word  adulterated 

and  profaned  by  those  who  from  that  religious  principle  are  in 
dominion  :  “and  they  are  seven  kings,”  signifies^  the  truths 
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of  the  Word  falsified  and  profaned  by  them:  “five  have  fallen,” 
signifies  that  of  the  rest  of  the  truths  which  are  profaned  this 
is  not  said,  but  only  of  the  two  which  are  the  heads  of  religion : 
“and  one  is,”  signifies  the  adulterated  truth  that  the  Lord’s 
power  over  heaven  and  over  earth,  thus  over  men  to  save  them, 
is  transferred  to  their  supreme  priest,  and  thence  to  the  rest 
who  are  under  him  :  “  the  other  is  not  yet  come,  and  when  it 
shall  come,  it  must  continue  but  a  short  time,”  signifies  the 
profaned  truth  of  the  Lord’s  power  over  heaven  and  over  earth 
assumed  by  them,  in  that  it  is  said  not  to  be  divine,  when  never¬ 
theless  it  is  divine :  “  and  the  beast  which  was  and  is  not,  is 
itself  the  eighth,  and  is  of  the  seven,  and  goeth  into  destruction,” 
signifies  that  the  truth  is  also  profaned,  that  the  Word  is  di¬ 
vine,  and  yet  is  rejected. 

1061.  “This  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom” — That  hereby 
is  signified  the  understanding  of  those  things  in  the  natural 
sense  from  the  spiritual,  appears  from  the  signification  of  this  is 
the  mind,  as  denoting  the  understanding  of  those  things;  and 
from  the  signification  of  having  wisdom,  as  denoting,  which  can 
perceive  what  is  represented,  and  thence  signified,  by  the  vision, 
especially  by  the  scarlet  beast  and  its  seven  heads  and  ten  horns; 
but  in  the  sense  abstracted  from  person,  by  having  wisdom  is 
understood  the  explication  of  the  thing  represented  in  the 
natural  sense  from  the  spiritual,  thus  the  explication  of  what  is 
denoted  by  the  seven  mountains  and  seven  kings,  which  are  sig¬ 
nified  by  the  seven  heads;  for  the  explication  given  by  the  angel, 
that  the  seven  heads  are  seven  mountains  upon  which  the  woman 
sitteth,  and  that  they  are  seven  kings,  five  of  whom  are  fallen, 
and  one  is,  and  the  other  not  yet  come,  with  the  rest  of  the 
things  which  follow,  is  not  an  explication  in  the  natural  sense 
from  the  spiritual,  but  in  a  sense  merely  natural,  in  which  the 
spiritual  sense  lies  concealed,  which  is  to  be  unfolded,  and  is 
unfolded,  when  it  is  explained  what  is  signified  by  the  seven 
mountains,  what  by  the  seven  kings,  also  what  by  the  five  which 
have  fallen,  and  by  the  one  which  is,  and  so  on;  this  therefore 
is  understood  by  having  wisdom,  as  also  above :  “ Here  is 
wisdom ,  let  him  that  hath  intelligence  compute  the  number  of  the 
beast”  chap.  xiii.  18.  The  reason  why  the  angel  did  not  explain 
the  vision  in  the  natural  sense  from  the  spiritual,  is,  because  the 
explication  also  makes  the  Word  in  the  letter,  and  the  Word  in 
the  letter  must  be  natural,  in  every  particular  whereof  must  be 
stored  up  the  spiritual  sense,  otherwise  the  Word  would  not 
serve  to  the  heavens  for  a  basis,  nor  to  the  church  for  con¬ 
junction  thereof  with  heaven;  hence  it  is  that  in  other  parts  also 
of  the  Word,  as  in  Daniel,  and  the  rest  of  the  prophets,  where 
the  angels  explain  visions,  they  explain  them  in  a  sense  merely 
natural,  and  not  at  all  in  the  natural  sense  from  the  spiritual; 
the  natural  sense  from  the  spiritual  is  here  given,  when  it  is 
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explained  concerning  the  seven  mountains,  the  seven  kings,  and 
the  rest,  viz.  that  the  mountains  signify  the  goods  of  the  Word, 
and  seven  mountains  those  goods  profaned,  and  that  the  kings 
signify  the  truths  of  the  Word,  and  the  seven  kings  those  truths 
profaned:  this  is  the  natural  sense  from  the  spiritual,  which  is 
called  the  internal  sense,  likewise  also  the  spiritual  natural 

sense. - Concerning  the  fourth  kind  of  profanation.  The  fourth 

kind  of  profanation  is  to  lead  a  life  of  piety,  by  frequenting 
churches,  hearkening  devoutly  to  preachings,  attending  the  sa¬ 
crament  of  the  supper  and  other  things  of  worship  as  appointed, 
by  reading  the  Word  at  home  and  sometimes  books  of  devotion, 
and  praying  customarily  morning  and  evening,  and  yet  to  make 
no  account  of  the  precepts  of  life,  which  are  in  the  Word,  and 
especially  of  those  in  the  decalogue,  by  acting  insincerely  and 
unjustly  in  trade,  and  in  judgments  for  the  sake  of  gain  or 
friendship,  committing  whoredom  and  adultery  when  lust  en¬ 
kindles  and  allows,  burning  with  hatred  and  revenge  against 
those  who  do  not  indulge  their  honour  or  gain,  lying  and 
speaking  evil  of  the  good  and  good  of  the  evil,  and  so  on:  when 
man  is  in  these  things,  and  not  yet  purified  from  them  by 
aversion  and  detestation,  and  still  worships  God  devoutly,  as 
was  said  above,  then  he  profanes,  for  he  mixes  his  internals 
which  are  impure  with  the  externals  which  are  pious,  and  so  de¬ 
files  the  latter:  for  there  can  be  nothing  external  which  does 
not  proceed  and  exist  from  the  internals,  the  actions  and  speech 
of  man  being  his  externals,  and  the  thoughts  and  volitions  his 
internals,  for  man  cannot  speak  except  from  thought,  nor 
act  except  from  the  will:  when  the  life  of  the  thought  and  will 
is  imbued  with  cunning,  malice,  and  violence,  it  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  that  those  things,  as  interior  crimes  of  life,  will 
flow  into  the  speech  and  actions  which  are  of  worship  and  piety, 
and  defile  them  as  waters  are  defiled  by  mire.  This.worsliip  is 
what  is  understood  by  Gog  and  Magog,  Apoc.  xx.  8 ;  and  is 
thus  described  in  Isaiah:  “  What  is  to  me  the  multitude  of 
sacrifices,  the  meat  offerings,  the  incense,  the  sabbath,  the  new 
moons,  the  stated  feasts,  and  prayers,  when  your  hands  are  full  of 
bloods:  wash  ye,  purify  ye,  remove  the  wickedness  of  your  works, 
cease  to  do  evil,”  i.  11 — 19.  This  kind  of  profanation  is  not 
hypocritical  like  the  former,  because  the  man  who  is  in  it 
believes  that  he  shall  be  saved  by  external  worship  separate  from 
internal,  and  knows  not  that  the  worship  which  is  saving  is 
external  from  internal. 

1062.  “The  seven  heads  are  seven  mountains  where  the 
woman  sitteth  upon  them” — That  hereby  is  signified  the  goods 
of  the  Word  adulterated  and  profaned  by  those  that  are  in 
dominion  from  that  religious  principle,  appears  from  the  signifi¬ 
cation  of  the  seven  heads  of  the  beast,  as  denoting  the  holy 
things  of  the  Word  profaned,  concerning  which  see  n.  1040;  and 
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from  the  signification  of  seven  mountains,  as  denoting  the  goods 
of  the  Word  adulterated  and  profaned;  that  by  mountains  are 
signified  the  goods  of  love,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense,  the  evils 
which  are  of  the  love,  may  be  seen  n.  405,  510,  850,  1025;  and 
that  seven  is  predicated  of  what  is  holy,  and,  in  the  opposite 
sense,  of  what  is  profane,  n.  1040;  hence  by  the  seven  moun¬ 
tains  are  signified  the  goods  of  love,  which  also  are  the  goods  of 
the  Word,  adulterated  and  profaned;  and  from  the  signification 
of  where  the  woman  sitteth  upon  them,  as  denoting  where  there  is 
dominion  from  that  religious  principle;  that  by  the  woman  is 
signified  the  religious  principle  belonging  to  those  who  are  of 
Babylon,  may  be  seen  above,  n.  1038 ;  and  that  to  sit  signifies 
to  rule,  may  be  seen  above,  n.  1033,  1038;  where  it  is  explained 
what  is  meant  by  “the  woman  sitting  upon  many  waters ,  and  upon 
the  scarlet  beast:”  the  reason  why  it  is  dominion  from  that 
religious  principle  which  is  here  understood,  is,  because  they 
who  are  in  dominion  over  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  and  ex¬ 
ercise  that  dominion,  are  the  persons  understood  by  this  woman, 
who  is  called  a  harlot  and  the  mother  of  the  whoredoms  and 
abominations  of  the  earth,  and  not  they  who  are  in  Worship 
according  to  that  religious  principle,  and  not  in  dominion;  for 
these,  whilst  they  live  according  to  the  statutes  of  the  pope,  and 
acknowledge  him  for  the  vicar  of  the  Lord,  and  attend  the 
institutions  of  sacred  worship,  are  in  a  somewhat  similar  state  to 
that  of  the  upright  pagans,  knowing  no  other  than  that  the  truths 
which  their  ministers  and  monks  teach  them  are  holy  and  good, 
and  this  is  the  more  readily  admitted,  because  they  do  not  read 
the  Word,  some  because  it  is  taken  away  from  them,  and  some 
because  they  are  persuaded  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  teaching 
of  the  monks,  and  believe  that  they  alone  understand  the  Word, 
and  no  others.  Howbeit,  those  of  the  people,  who  look  to  the 
Lord,  ancj^  to  the  pope  only  as  to  the  head  of  the  church,  and 
are  in  some  degree  of  affection  for  truth,  though  they  are  indeed 
in  Babylon,  yet  they  are  not  of  it,  for  such  after  death  can  be 
withdrawn  from  the  vanities  and  idolatries  of  that  religious  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  be  brought  to  worship  and  adore  the  Lord,  and  also 
receive  truths  from  the  Lord  through  the  Word,  or  by  means  of 
those  who  teach  it:  wherefore  also  several  societies,  which  are 
so  many  churches,  were  instituted  from  them  by  the  Lord  after 
the  last  judgment,  of  which  we  shall  speak  in  the  following  part 
of  this  work.  As  to  what  respects  the  seven  mountains  upon 
which  the  woman  was  seen  to  sit,  it  is  supposed  that  they  are 
the  seven  mountains  of  Rome,  where  the  papal  chair  is;  but 
admitting  that  Rome  also  is  understood,  still  by  the  seven 
mountains  are  signified  the  goods  of  the  Word  adulterated  and 
profaned;  for  the  Word  is  spiritual  in  every  part,  and  this  is  its 
spiritual  principle:  that  by  the  seven  mountains  are  signified 
the  goods  of  the  Word  adulterated  and  profaned,  is  evident  also 
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from  what  presently  follows,  where  it  is  said,  that  by  the  seven 
heads  of  the  beast  are  also  signified  seven  kings,  and  by  seven 
kings,  in  the  spiritual  sense,  are  signified  the  truths  of  the  Word 
falsified  and  profaned. - Concerning  the  fourth  kind  of  profana¬ 

tion.  They  who  give  up  themselves  wholly  to  a  life  of  piety,  are 
continually  occupied  as  they  go  along  in  pious  meditations,  pray 
frequently  upon  their  knees,  and  are  discoursing  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places  concerning  salvation,  faith,  and  love,  and  yet  do  not 
shun  frauds,  adulteries,  hatreds,  blasphemations,  and  the  like,  as 
sins  against  God,  nor  fight  against  them,  are  those  who  are  most 
guilty  of  this  kind  of  profanation;  for  by  the  impurities  of  their 
minds  they  defile  the  piety  of  their  lips,  especially  if  they 
abdicate  the  world  and  lead  solitary  lives.  Of  this  kind  of 
profanators,  they  are  still  worse  who  are  such  as  excuse  and 
defend  their  vices,  such  as  adulteries  and  the  concupiscences  to 
which  they  are  most  prone  by  nature,  and  in  which  they  find  the 
greatest  pleasure,  by  reasonings,  and  by  the  Word  falsely  inter¬ 
preted:  such  persons  make  themselves  first  secure,  afterwards 
blameless,  and  at  length  saints,  and  so  under  tl^e  veil  of  sanctity 
cast  themselves  into  uncleannesses,  with  which  they  pollute  both 
themselves  and  their  garments. 

1063.  “  And  they  are  seven  kings” — That  hereby  are  signified, 
also  the  truths  of  the  Word  falsified  and  profaned  by  them,  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  signification  of  kings,  as  denoting  the  truths  of 
the  Word,  see  n.  29,  31,  625,  1034;  and  from  the  predication 
of  seven,  as  relating  to  what  is  holy,  and  in  the  opposite  sense 
to  what  is  profane,  whence  it  follows,  that  by  seven  kings  are 
signified  the  truths  of  the  Word  falsified  and  profaned :  the 
reason  why  they  are  signified  by  seven  kings,  is,  because  by  the 
seven  mountains  mentioned  just  above  are  signified  the  goods  of 
the  Word  adulterated  and  profaned ;  for  in  the  Word  where 
good  is  treated  of,  truth  is  also  treated  of,  on  account  of  the  ce¬ 
lestial  marriage,  which  is  the  marriage  of  good  and  truth  in  every 
part  thereof,  concerning  which  see  above,  n.  238,  660,  775. 
They  who  do  not  know  that  by  kings,  in  the  Word,  are  signified 
truths,  can  never  know  what  is  understood  in  many  parts  of  the 
Word  where  they  are  mentioned,  as  in  Daniel,  where  it  is  also 
said  that  the  heads  and  horns  of  the  beasts  are  kings  or  king¬ 
doms  ;  as  also  in  the  Apocalypse,  chap.  xvi.  12,  14 ;  chap, 
xviii.  3  ;  chap.  xix.  19;  chap.  xxi.  24,  and  elsewhere:  and  in 
this  chapter  :  “  The  seven  heads  are  seven  kings ,  five  have  fallen , 
and  one  is ,  and  the  other  is  not  yet  come :  and  the  beast  which  was 
and  is  not ,  is  the  eighth  king ,  and  is  of  the  seven9  and  goeth  into 
perdition .  And  the  ten  horns  are  ten  kings ,  which  have  not  yet 
received  a  kingdom  f  and  several  things  which  follow  :  for  if 
kings  were  here  meant,  it  could  not  by  any  conjecture  be  divined 
what  is  to  be  understood  by  the  passage ;  but  when  it  is  known 
that  by  kings  are  signified  the  truths  of  the  Word  and  the  truths 
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of  the  church  thence  derived,  it  manifestly  appears  what  is  un¬ 
derstood  :  but  in  this  case  also  by  the  numbers  are  not  to  be  un¬ 
derstood  so  many  truths,  but  such  truths  as  are  signified  by  the 
number  in  the  spiritual  sense ;  for  if  seven  truths  were  signified 
by  seven  kings,  and  five  truths  by  the  five  kings  who  fell,  like¬ 
wise  ten  truths  by  the  ten  kings  and  as  many  horns,  there  never 
could  result  from  them  any  spiritual  sense;  wherefore  in  all 
cases  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  all  numbers,  in  the  Word,  sig¬ 
nify  the  qualities  of  the  things  which  are  described. - Conti - 

nuation  concerning  the  fourth  kind  of  profanation.  Of  this  kind 
of  profanators  are  those  especially  who  read  the  Word,  and 
have  knowledge  concerning  the  Lord,  because  from  the  Lord  by 
the  Word  are  derived  all  the  holy  things  which  can  be  pro¬ 
faned  ;  other  things  which  are  not  from  that  source,  cannot  be 
profaned,  for  that  is  called  profane  which  is  opposed  to  what  is 
holy,  and  which  offers  violence  to  it  and  destroys  it:  hence  it 
follows,  that  they  are  not  in  this  kind  of  profanation  who  do  not 
read  the  Word,  and  do  not  approach  the  Lord,  as  is  the  case 
with  the  Roman  Catholics ;  still  less  can  it  be  predicated  of 
those  who  know  nothing  of  the  Lord,  nor  of  the  Word,  as  is  the 
case  with  the  Gentiles.  They  who  are  in  this  kind  of  profana¬ 
tion  after  death,  appear  at  first  with  a  face  of  human  colour, 
around  which  are  several  wandering  stars  floating  about ;  and 
they  of  this  kind,  wbo  were  prelates,  sometimes  appear  shining 
about  the  mouth  ;  but  as  they  are  brought  to  the  light  of  heaven, 
the  stars  and  the  shining  of  the  mouth  disappear,  and  the 
colour  of  the  face  is  changed  into  black,  in  like  manner  also 
their  garments ;  but  the  blackness  of  these  profanators  partakes 
of  blue,  whereas  the  blackness  of  the  former  kind  of  profanators 
partakes  of  red  ;  the  reason  whereof  is,  because  the  one  kind  of 
profanators  profane  the  goods  of  the  Word  and  of  the  church, 
but  the  other  kind  profane  the  truths  thereof,  for  red,  as  being 
derived  from  the  sun,  signifies  good,  and  blue,  as  being  derived 
from  the  sky,  signifies  truth. 

1064.  “Five  have  fallen”— That  hereby  is  signified,  that  what 
is  here  said  is  not  concerning  the  rest  of  the  truths  which  are 
profaned,  but  only  concerning  the  two  which  are  the  heads  of  reli¬ 
gion,  appears  from  the  signification  of  five  have  fallen,  as  de¬ 
noting  that  the  rest  are  not  here  treated  of ;  for  by  the  number 
five,  in  the  Word,  when  it  follows  after  ten,  is  signified  some  or 
some  things,  likewise  the  rest  or  things  remaining,  and  also  few 
or  few  things :  but  when  it  does  not  follow  after  ten,  it  signi¬ 
fies  many  or  many  things,  concerning  wThich  signification,  see 
n.  548.  That  by  five  have  fallen,  is  signified,  that  what  is  here 
said  is  not  concerning  the  rest,  is  evident  also  from  these  words 
which  immediately  follow :  “  One  is ,  the  other  is  not  yet  come ,  and 
when  he  shall  come  he  must  continue  hut  a  short  [space) ,”  whereby 
is  signified,  that  what  is  here  said  is  concerning  the  two  truths 
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profaned  which  are  the  heads  of  the  rest;  and  moreover  con¬ 
cerning  the  other  in  the  verse  following,  in  these  words :  “  And 
the  beast  which  was  and  is  not,  and  is  itself  the  eighth,  and  is  of 
the  seven?  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  both  by  these  and  the 
former  words  is  signified  that  it  is  to  be  said  of  those  profaned 
truths  alone,  and  not  of  the  rest.  Wherefore  now  by  the  five 
which  have  fallen,  are  signified  the  rest  of  the  truths  of  that  reli¬ 
gion  which  are  profaned,  for  thereby  are  understood  five  kings 
of  the  seven,  and  by  seven  kings  are  signified  all  the  truths  of 
the  Word  falsified  and  profaned  by  them,  as  may  be  seen  just 
above,  n.  1063.  The  two  profaned  truths,  therefore,  which  are 
the  heads  of  the  rest,  and  are  here  treated  of,  are,  that  they  have 
transferred  to  themselves  the  Lord’s  divine  power,  and  that 
they  have  rejected  the  Word:  the  transferring  of  the  Lord’s 
divine  power  to  themselves,  is  signified  by  the  one  king  who  is, 
and  by  the  other  who  is  to  come ;  and  their  having  rejected  the 
Word,  is  signified  by  the  beast  being  the  eighth  king,  and  yet 
among  the  seven. — '—Concerning  the  fifth  kind  of  profanation. 
This  kind  is  not  similar  to  the  rest  which  have  been  before 
treated  of;  for  it  consists  in  jesting  from  the  Word  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  Word:  for  they  who  jest  from  the  Word  do  not 
account  it  holy,  and  they  who  jest  concerning  the  Word  account 
it  as  vile ;  when  notwithstanding  the  Word  is  the  very  divine 
truth  of  the  Lord  with  men,  and  the  Lord  is  present  in  the 
Word,  and  also  heaven ;  for  singular  the  things  of  the  Word 
communicate  with  heaven,  and  by  heaven  with  the  Lord, 
wherefore  to  jest  from  the  Word,  and  concerning  the  Word, 
is  to  sprinkle  the  holy  things  of  heaven  with  dust  of  the 
earth. 

1065.  “And  one  is” — That  hereby  is  signified  the  truth 
adulterated  and  profaned,  by  the  Lord’s  divine  power  over 
heaven  and  over  earth,  thus  over  men  to  save  them,  being  trans¬ 
ferred  to  their  supreme  [priest],  and  from  him  to  the  rest  who 
are  under  him,  appears  from  the  series  of  things  viewed  in  the 
internal  sense ;  for  when  by  seven  kings  are  signified  all  the 
truths  of  the  Word  profaned”,  and  when  by  five  have  fallen  is 
signified  that  it  is  not  here  predicated  of  the  rest  of  the  truths, 
or  that  they  are  passed  by,  but  only  of  the  two  which  are  of  the 
heads  of  the  rest,  namely,  concerning  the  Lord’s  power  over 
heaven  and  earth,  and  concerning  the  Word,  it  follows  that  by 
one  king  who  is,  and  by  the  other  who  is  to  come,  is  signified 
translation  of  the  Lord’s  power  to  their  supreme,  and  that  by 
the  beast,  which  is  the  eighth  king,  is  signified  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  Word  for  divine,  and  its  rejection  notwithstanding. 
As  to  what  respects  the  thing  itself,  namely,  that  they  have  trans¬ 
ferred  the  Lord’s  power  over  heaven  and  over  earth,  thus  over 
men  to  save  them,  to  their  supreme  [priest],  and  from  him  to 
the  rest  who  are  under  him,  is  is  a  known  thing ;  from  which  it 
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appears  that  with  the  whole  heart  and  mind  they  affect  to  be  as 
gods  over  the  earth,  consequently  to  be  adored  with  divine  wor- 
ship :  that  their  supreme  [priest]  is  adored  as  god  in  the  place 
of  the  Lord,  is  evident  from  their  veneration  of  him  upon  the 
knees,  from  the  holy  kissing  of  his  shoes,  and  even  of  his  very 
footsteps;  which  veneration,  or  rather  adoration,  is  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  belief,  that  he  can  open  heaven  by  the  keys  of  Peter, 
and  thus  grant  heaven  to  whomsoever  he  pleases,  and  also  that 
by  the  same  means  he  can  shut  heaven,  and  thus  cast  whomso¬ 
ever  he  pleases  into  hell :  nor  is  this  enough ;  they  also  affect 
dominion  over  the  earth,  for  which  end  they  scrape  together  and 
bring  into  their  monasteries,  which  are  so  many  treasuries,  the 
wealth  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  under  various  pretences  of 
sanctity,  and  thereby  not  only  subject  the  'Souls  of  men,  but 
also  their  property,  to  themselves,  consequently  not  only  the 
things  which  are  of  heaven,  appertaining  to  men,  but  also  those 
which  are  of  the  world ;  for  they  know  that  he  who  possesses 
the  souls  of  men,  and  their  wealth  besides,  may  possess  men 
themselves  as  a  god,  and  transfer  to  himself  a  sort  of  divine  wor¬ 
ship  :  hence  it  is  evident,  that  they  who  belong  to  modern  Ba¬ 
bylon  affect  with  all  the  heart  and  mind  to  be  gods,  and  to  be 
adored  with  divine  worship ;  but  although  they  affect  this,  yet 
they  deny  having  transferred  any  thing  divine  to  themselves, 

upon  which  we  shall  speak  in  the  following  article. - In  the 

way  of  appendix  to  the  articles  which  now  follow,  something 
shall  be  said,  concerning  the  Word  and  its  sanctity.  It  has  been 
usual  to  say,  that  the  Word  is  from  God,  divinely  inspired,  and 
thence  holy,  but  still  it  has  been  hitherto  unknown  wherein  its 
divinity  consists;  for  the  Word  in  the  letter  appears  like  a 
common  writing,  in  a  strange  style,  not  so  sublime  nor  lucid  as 
in  the  writings  of  the  present  age :  from  this  circumstance  it  is, 
that  the  man  who  worships  nature  for  God,  or  above  God,  and 
thence  thinks  from  himself  and  his  own  proprium  and  not  from 
the  Lord  out  of  heaven,  may  easily  fall  into  error  concerning  the 
Word,  and  into  a  contempt  of  it,  saying  in  his  heart  when  he 
reads  it,  what  is  this  ?  what  is  that?  can  this  be  divine  ?  can  God 
who  has  infinite  wisdom  speak  in  this  manner?  where  and 
whence  is  its  sanctity,  except  from  religion  so  called,  to  the  mi¬ 
nisters  of  which  it  is  useful  ?  with  other  suggestions  of  a  similar 
nature.  But  in  order  that  they  may  know  that  the  Word  is  di¬ 
vine,  not  only  as  to  every  sense  but  also  as  to  every  expression, 
the  internal  sense  thereof  is  revealed,  which  is  spiritual,  and  is 
contained  in  the  external  sense,  which  is  natural,  as  the  soul  in 
its  body :  this  sense  is  able  to  testify  concerning  the  divinity, 
and  consequent  sancity,  of  the  Word,  so  as  to  convince  even 
the  natural  man  that  the  Word  is  divine,  if  he  is  willing  to  be 
convinced. 

1066.  “The  other  is  not  yet  come,  and  when  he  shall  come. 
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he  must  continue  but  a  short  time” — That  hereby  is  signified 
the  truth  profaned  by  the  Lord’s  power  over  heaven  and  over 
earth  assumed  by  them  being  said  not  to  be  divine*  when  not¬ 
withstanding  it  is  divine*  appears  from  the  signification  of  the 
other  king  of  the  two  that  were  remaining  after  five  of  the  seven 
were  fallen*  as  denoting  this  other  truth  profaned*  but  still  one 
with  the  former*  with  this  difference*  that  the  Lord’s  power  over 
heaven  and  earth*  which  they  have  transferred  to  themselves*  is 
not  divine*  when  nevertheless  it  is  divine;  and  because  it  is  divine* 
and  yet  is  denied  to  be  so*  it  is  said*  that  that  king*  that  is*  that 
truth  profaned*  is  not  yet  come*  and  that  when  it  shall  come  it 
must  continue  but  a  short  time*  whereby  is  signified*  that  that 
power  is  divine*  although  it  is  said*  that  it  is  not  divine :  the 
reason  why  this  is  signified  by  that  other  king*  is*  because  he 
acts  as  one  with  the  former  king,  only  with  the  difference* 
whether  that  power  is  divine  or  not :  this  is  evident  from  the 
verse  following*  in  which  the  beast  is  said  to  be  the  eighth 
king*  and  yet  of  the  seven ;  wherefore  when  the  beast  is 
said  to  be  a  king  of  the  seven*  it  follows*  that  those  two  who 
remain  after  the  five  of  the  seven  who  are  fallen*  and  who  are 
called  the  one  and  the  other*  have  respect  to  one  thing  or  to  one 
truth  profaned*  and  that  the  other  truth  profaned  is  what  is  sig¬ 
nified  by  the  beast*  so  far  as  that  is  said  to  be  one  king  of  the 
seven.  As  to  what  respects  the  thing  itself*  it  is  well  known  that 
they  say*  that  the  power  over  heaven*  and  over  the  souls  of  men 
to  save  them*  is  not  divine*  because  it  was  the  power  of  the 
Lord’s  Humanity  transferred  to  Him  from  God  the  Father*  and 
from  Him  to  Peter :  but  these  things  they  say  for  fear  the  com¬ 
mon  people  should  recede  from  them :  that  still  that  power  is 
divine*  manifestly  appears  from  this  consideration*  that  after  the 
creation  of  the  universe  by  God*  it  becomes  the  primary  [object] 
of  divine  power*  to  liberate  men  from  hell*  and  to  save  them ; 
for  man  is  not  saved  in  one  moment*  inasmuch  as  he  is  re¬ 
formed  and  regenerated  of  the  Lord  by  successive  degrees*  from 
infancy  even  to  the  last  period  of  his  life  in  the  world*  and 
afterwards  to  eternity*  and  no  human  power  can  at  all  contri¬ 
bute  to  this  :  that  man  is  thus  reformed  and  regenerated  by  the 
Lord*  they  do  not  know*  because  they  are  not  willing  to  know* 
wherefore  they  persuade  themselves  that  salvation  is  momen- 
taneous*  and  only  an  admission  into  heaven*  which  however  is 
enormously  false ;  but  upon  this  subject  more  will  be  said  else¬ 
where. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word.  In  fine*  the 

Word  is  the  very  divine  truth  itself*  which  gives  wisdom  to 
angels  and  enlightens  men.  Inasmuch  as  divine  truth  proceeds 
from  the  Lord*  and  what  proceeds  is  He  Himself  out  of  Him¬ 
self*  as  light  and  heat  proceed  from  the  sun*  and  are  the  sun  or 
of  the  sun  out  of  it*  and  inasmuch  as  the  Word  is  divine  truth* 
it  is  also  the  Lord*  as  it  is  called  in  John*  chap.  i.  verses  1*  2* 
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3,  14.  Inasmuch  as  the  divine  truth,  which  is  the  Word,  in 
its  descent  into  the  world  from  the  Lord  has  passed  through 
the  three  heavens,  therefore  it  is  become  accommodated  to 
every  heaven,  and  lastly  to  men  in  the  world.  From  this  cir¬ 
cumstance  it  is,  that  in  the  Word  there  are  four  senses,  one 
without  or  out  of  the  other  from  the  supreme  heaven  even  to 
the  world,  or  one  within  the  other  from  the  world  even  to  the 
supreme  heaven.  Those  four  senses  are  called  the  celestial, 
the  spiritual,  the  natural  from  the  celestial  and  spiritual,  and 
the  merely  natural;  this  latter  being  for  the  world,  the  next  for 
the  ultimate  heaven,  the  spiritual  for  the  second  heaven,  and 
the  celestial  for  the  third.  These  four  senses  differ  so  much 
from  each  other,  that  when  one  is  exhibited  beside  the  other 
they  are  not  distinguished  as  the  same  Word,  but  still  they 
make  one  when  one  follows  the  other;  for  one  follows  from  the 
other  as  the  effect  from  the  cause,  and  as  what  is  posterior  from 
what  is  prior;  wherefore  as  the  effect  represents  the  cause  and 
coriesponds  to  the  cause,  so  the  posterior  sense  corresponds  to 
the  prior :  hence  it  is,  that  all  four  senses  make  one  by  corre¬ 
spondences.  From  these  considerations  it  follows;  that  the 
ultimate  sense  of  the  Word,  which  is  the  sense  of  the  letter 
and  the  fourth  in  order,  contains  in  itself  three  interior  senses 
which  are  for  the  three  hea/ens :  that  those  three  senses  are 
unfolded  and  exhibited  in  the  heavens,  whilst  man  upon  earth 
reads  the  Word  with  sanctity :  that  hence  it  is  the  literal  sense 
of  the  Wonl  from  which  and  by  which  communication  is 
effected  with  the  heavens ;  likewise  from  which  and  by  which 
man  has  conjunction  with  the  heavens :  that  the  literal  sense 
of  the  Word  is  the  basis  of  the  divine  truth  in  the  heavens 
and  that  divine  truth,  without  such  a  basis,  would  be  as  a  house 
without  a  foundation;  and  that  the  wisdom  of  the  angels 
without  that  foundation  would  be  like  a  house  in  the  air :  that 
it  is  the  literal  sense  of  the  W  ord  in  which  the  power  of  divine 
truth  consists  :  that  it  is  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word  by  which 
man  receives  illustration  from  the  Lord,  and  bv  which  answers 
are  made  when  man  desires  illustration :  that  it  is  the  literal 
sense  of  the  Word  from  which  the  all  of  doctrine  in  the  earth 
is  to  be  confirmed :  that  divine  truth  in  the  literal  sense  of  the 
Word  is  in  its  fulness. 

1067.  “And  the  beast  which  was  and  is  not,  is  also  itself  the 

eighth,  and  is  of  the  seven,  and  goes  into  perdition” _ That 

hereby  is  signified,  that  the  truth  also  is  profaned,  that  the 
Word  is  divine,  by  its  being  nevertheless  rejected,  appears 
from  the  signification  of  the  beast,  as  denoting  the  Word,  con¬ 
cerning  which  see  above,  n.  1038 ;  and  from  the  signification  of 
which  was  and  is  not,  as  denoting  that  the  Word  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  was  received  and  read,  but  afterwards  was  taken  away,  and 
not  read,  concerning  which  also  see  above,  n.  1054  ;  and  from 
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the  signification  of  itself  is  the  eighth,  and  is  of  the  seven,  as 
denoting,  that  the  good  and  truth  is  profaned,  that  the  Word 
to  them  is  divine,  of  which  we  shall  speak  presently ;  and  from 
the  signification  of  going  into  perdition,  as  denoting  to  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  for  the  sake  of  form,  and  still  to  be  rejected,  con¬ 
cerning  which  see  above,  n.  1055  :  from  these  considerations  it 
may  appear,  that  by  those  words  is  signified,  that  the  truth  of 
good  is  profaned,  that  the  Word  is  divine,  when  notwithstand¬ 
ing  it  is  rejected.  That  it  is  received  and  acknowledged  as 
divine,  is  chiefly  owing  to  their  religion  being  founded  on  the 
circumstance  of  the  keys  given  to  Peter,  of  which  the  Word 
treats ;  but  that  it  is  still  rejected,  is  a  known  thing,  for  it  is 
taken  away  from  the  common  people,  is  not  read  in  the  temples, 
and  an  equal  degree  of  sanctity  and  inspiration  is  attributed  to 
the  edicts  of  the  pope  as  to  it;  but  whereas  these  disagree 
with  the  Word,  it  is  in  general  weakened,  yea,  blasphemed,  by 
making  it  allowable  to  change  and  alter  it  according  to  the 
state  of  the  church ;  hence  it  is  evident  that  the  truth  which 
relates  to  the  Word  being  divine,  is  profaned  by  them.  That 
these  things  are  signified  by  those  words,  may  appear  from  this 
consideration,  that  by  the  beast  treated  of  in  this  chapter  is 
signified  the  Word,  and  it  is  called  the  eighth  king,  and  still  is 
said  to  be  of  the  seven ;  the  reason  why  it  is  called  the  eighth 
king,  is,  because  by  king  is  signified  truth,  and  by  the  number 
eight  good,  and  by  seven  the  truth  of  good  profaned ;  for  the 
Word  is  truth  conjoined  with  good,  wherefore  in  every  par¬ 
ticular  of  it  there  is  a  marriage  of  good  and  truth.  When  these 
things  are  signified  by  those  words,  then  their  sense  is  evident; 
otherwise  no  one  could  perceive,  nor  indeed  conjecture,  what 
was  to  be  understood  by  the  beast  being  the  eighth  king,  and  yet 
of  the  seven,  and  by  going  into  perdition,  for  to  be  the  eighth, 
and  yet  of  the  seven,  would  be  a  contradiction ;  neither  likewise 
could  any  one  perceive  or  conjecture  what  was  to  be  understood 
by  the  seven  kings,  of  whom  five  have  fallen,  and  one  is,  and  the 
other  cometh  ;  also  what  is  signified  by  what  is  said  of  the 
beast,  viz.,  that  it  was,  and  is  not,  but  yet  is ;  and  afterwards, 
that  the  ten  kings  shall  deliver  up  their  power  to  the  beast,  and 
shall  devastate  the  whore  :  these  things  would  continue  for  ever 
to  be  arcana  deeply  hid  from  mankind,  if  it  had  not  been  re¬ 
vealed,  that  by  the  things  recorded  in  this  chapter  is  described 
the  quality  of  Babylon  as  to  the  Word. - Continuation  con¬ 

cerning  the  Word  That  the  Word  is  essential  diyine  truth, 
which  gives  wisdom  to  angels  and  enlightens  men,  cannot  be 
apperceived  nor  seen  except  by  a  man  enlightened:  for  the 
Word  in  its  literal  sense  appears  before  a  worldly  man,  whose 
mind  is  not  elevated  above  the  sensual  sphere,  so  simple,  that 
scarce  any  thing  can  be  more  so ;  but  still  divine  truth,  such  as 
is  in  the  heavens,  and  from  which  angels  derive  their  wisdom, 
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lies  concealed  therein  as  in  its  sanctuary:  for  the  Word  in  the 
letter  is  like  an  adytum  or  secret  place  in  the  midst  of  a  temple 
covered  with  a  veil,  within  which  lie  reposited  arcana  of  celestial 
wisdom,  such  as  the  ear  has  not  heard :  for  in  the  Word  and 
in  every  particular  thereof  is  contained  a  spiritual  sense,  and  in 
this  a  divine  celestial  sense,  which,  viewed  in  itself,  is  the  very 
divine  truth  which  is  in  the  heavens,  and  gives  wisdom  to 
angels  and  illustration  to  men  :  divine  truth  which  is  in  the 
heavens  is  light  proceeding  from  the  Lord  as  a  sun,  which  is 
divine  love,  and  inasmuch  as  divine  truth  proceeding  from  the 
Lord  is  the  light  of  heaven,  it  is  also  divine  wisdom;  this  is 
what  illuminates  both  the  minds  and  the  eyes  of  angels,  and  the 
same  also  is  what  illustrates  the  minds  of  men,  but  not  their 
eyes,  and  gives  them  to  understand  truth  and  also  to  perceive 
good,  as  is.  the  case  when  man  reads  the  Word  from  the  Lord, 
and  not  from  himself ;  for  he  is  then  in  consort  with  the  angels, 
and  inwardly  in  a  perception  like  the  spiritual  perception  of 
angels,  and  that  spiritual  perception  which  is  enjoyed  by  a  man- 
angel,  flows  into  his  natural  perception,  which  is  proper  to  him 
in  the  world,  and  illustrates  this  also :  hence  the  man  who  reads 
the  Word  from  the  affection  of  truth,  has  illustration  by  or 
through  heaven  from  the  Lord. 

1068.  Verses  12,  13,  14.  “ And  the  ten  horns ,  which  thou 

sawest,  are  ten  kings,  who  have  received  no  kingdom  as  get,  but 
receive  power  as  kings  one  hour  with  the  beast.  These  have  one 
opinion,  and  shall  deliver  up  their  potency  and  power  to  the  beast. 
These  shall  fight  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb  shall  overcome 
them,  because  He  is  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings;  and  they 
who  are  with  Him  are  called,  and  chosen,  and  faithful.”  “And 
the  ten  horns,  which  thou  sawest,  are  ten  kings,”  signifies  the 
truths  of  the  Word  as  to  power:  “who  have  received  no  king¬ 
dom  as  yet,  but  receive  power  as  kings  one  hour  with  the  beast,” 
signifies  with  those  who  have  not  acknowledged  the  Lord’s 
power  over  heaven  and  earth  as  transferred  to  man,  and  who 
have  attributed  divine  sanctity  to  the  Word,  and  not  so  to  the 
edicts  of  the  pope:  “these  have  one  opinion,  and  shall  deliver 
up  their  potency  and  power  to  the  beast,”  signifies,  unanimity 
that  the  Word  is  divine  truth,  from  which  the  church  as  to  its 
doctrine  must  depend:  “these  shall  fight  with  the  Lamb,  and 
the  Lamb  shall  overcome  them,”  signifies  that  they  shall  have  a 
contest  with  those  who  are  understood  by  the  whore,  concerning 
the  sanctity  of  the  Word,  and  concerning  the  power  of  the 
Lord  to  save  men,  and  that  the  Lord  has  rescued  those  who  are 
willing  to  be  led  of  Him  by  the  Word,  and  not  by  the  woman 
the  whore:  “because  he  is  the  Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kings,” 
signifies  because  the  Lord  is  good  itself  and  truth  itself,  and 
thence  Almighty:  “and  they  who  are  with  Him  are  called,  and 
chosen,  and  faithful,”  signifies  that  they  who  are  in  love  to  the 
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Lord,  in  love  towards  the  neighbour,  and  in  the  faith  of  charity, 
are  in  the  truth  concerning  the  divine  power  of  the  Lord,  and 
concerning  the  divine  sanctity  of  the  Word. 

1069.  “And  the  ten  horns,  which  thou  sawest,  are  ten  kings” 
— That  hereby  are  signified  the  truths  of  the  Word  as  to  power, 
appears  from  the  signification  of  horns,  as  denoting  the  power  of 
truth,  concerning  which  see  n.  316,  567,  776*  1041;  the  reason 
why  there  were  ten  horns,  is,  because  ten  signify  many,  and  also 
many  things,  likewise  also  all  and  all  things,  as  may  be  seen 
above,  n.  675;  hence  by  ten  horns,  when  predicated  of  the 
truths  of  the  Word,  is  signified  all  power:  and  from  the  signi¬ 
fication  of  ten  kings,  as  denoting  the  truths  of  the  Word  and 
thence  of  the  church,  of  which  we  have  spoken  frequently  above. 
In  these  three  verses,  and  also  in  verses  16  and  17*  is  explained 
what  is  signified  by  the  ten  horns  of  the  beast,  viz.  those  divine 
truths  which  the  Babylonish  nation  has  profaned,  the  chief  of 
which  are,  that  the  Lord  has  power  over  heaven  and  over  earth, 
and  that  the  Word  is  alone  holy  and  divine;  for  these  two  truths 
make  the  real  church  of  the  Lord  on  earth,  the  church  being  a 
church  from  the  adoration  of  the  Lord  and  the  reading  of  the 
Word,  for  the  Lord  reforms  man,  and  the  Word  teaches  how 
man  is  to  live  in  order  that  he  may  be  reformed  by  the  Lord, 
wherefore  if  those  two  truths  are  not  acknowledged  and  received, 
the  church  itself  must  perish,  inasmuch  as  it  is  founded  upon 
them.  From  hence  it  is,  that  it  came  to  pass,  of  the  divine  pro¬ 
vidence  of  the  Lord,  that  some  churches  separated  themselves 
from  the  Babylonish,  which  acknowledge  the  Lord’s  divine 
power  over  heaven  and  earth  to  be  equal  to  that  of  God  the 
Father,  and  also  attribute  divine  sanctity  to  the  Word  alone; 
this  was  provided  by  the  Lord,  lest  the  Christian  church  in  the 
European  world  should  utterly  fall:  that  these  things  are  what 
are  signified  by  the  ten  horns  which  are  ten  kings,  will  appear 
from  what  follows. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word.  Inas¬ 

much  as  the  Word  is  divine  truth,  and  this  proceeds  from  the 
divine  esse  of  the  Lord,  as  light  from  the  sun,  it  follows  of  con¬ 
sequence  that  the  Lord  is  the  Word,  because  he  is  divine  truth: 
the  reason  why  the  Lord  is  the  Word,  because  divine  truth,  and 
that  this  proceeds  from  His  divine  esse,  which  is  divine  love,  is, 
because  the  divine  love  was  in  Him  whilst  in  the  world,  as  the 
soul  in  the  body ;  and  whereas  from  divine  love  proceeds  divine 
truth  like  light  from  the  sun,  as  was  said,  therefore  the  Lord’s 
Human  [principle]  in  the  world  was  divine  truth  proceeding 
from  divine  love,  which  was  in  Him.  That  the  Divine  [principle] 
Itself,  which  is  called  Jehovah  and  the  Father,  which  is  divine 
love,  was  in  the  Lord  from  conception,  is  evident  in  the  evan¬ 
gelists  Matthew  and  Luke;  in  Matthew  from  these  words: 
“when  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus  was  espoused  to  Joseph,  before 
they  came  together,  she  was  found  with  child  of  the  Holy  Spirit: 
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and  the  angel  said  to  Joseph  in  a  dream,  fear  not  to  take  unto 
thee  Mary  thy  spouse,  for  that  which  is  born  in  her  is  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  this  was  done  that  it  might  be  fulfilled,  which  was 
said  of  the  Lord  by  the  prophet ;  Behold  a  virgin  shall  conceive , 
and  shall  bring  forth  a  Son;  and  Joseph  knew  her  not,  until  she 
had  brought  forth  her  first  born  son,  and  he  called  His  name  Jems,” 
chap.  i.  18 — 25:  And  in  Luke  in  these  words:  “The  angel  said 
to  Mary,  behold,  thou  shalt  conceive  in  the  womb,  and  shalt  bring 
forth  a  Son,  and  thou  shalt  call  His  name  Jesus;  He  shall  be 
great,  and  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest :  but  Msry  said 
unto  the  angel,  how  shall  this  be,  seeing  I  know  not  a  man:  to 
whom  the  angel  answered.  The  Holy  Spirit  shall  come  upon 
thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee,  whence 
also,  the  holy  thing  which  shall  be  born  of  thee,  shall  be  called  the 
Son  of  God,”  chap.  i.  30 — 35;  because  He  was  conceived  of 
Jehovah,  therefore  in  the  Word  He  is  so  often  called  the  Son  of 
God,  and  Jehovah  is  called  His  Father;  and  Jehovah  as  to  His 
Esse  is  divine  love,  and  as  to  His  Existere  divine  good  united 
with  divine  truth.  From  these  considerations  it  may  be  seen, 
what  is  understood  by  the  Word  which  was  with  God  and  which 
was  God,  and  also  which  was  the  light  which  enlighteneth  every 
man,  John  chap.  i.  1—10,  viz.  that  it  was  divine  truth  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  Lord,  thus  the  Lord,  as  to  His  Existere:  that 
the  Lord  as  to  Existere  was  divine  truth,  and  that  this  was  His 
Divine  Human  [principle],  inasmuch  as  this  existed  from  His 
Divine  Esse,  as  the  body  from  the  soul,  is  openly  testified  in 
these  Words  in  John:  “The  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us,  and  we  saw  His  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father,”  verse  14  of  the  same  chapter:  the  Word  is  the 
divine  truth,  which  also  is  glory;  flesh  is  the  Divine  Human 
[principle] ;  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father  is  the  Existing  or 
Proceeding  [principle]  from  the  Divine  Esse  in  Him. 

1070.  “  And  have  received  no  kingdom  as  yet,  but  receive 
power  as  kings  one  hour  with  the  beast” — That  hereby  is  sig¬ 
nified,  with  those  who  have  not  thus  acknowledged  the  Lord’s 
power  over  heaven  and  earth  to  be  transferred  to  man,  and 
who  have  attributed  divine  sanctity  to  the  Word  and  not  so  to 
the  edicts  of  the  pope,  appears  from  the  signification  of  kings, 
as  denoting  the  truths  of  the  Word,  in  this  case,  those  two 
primary  truths  which  are  treated  of  in  the  preceeding  verses ; 
and  from  the  signification  of  kingdom,  as  denoting  the  church’ 
in  this  case  the  church  which  is  called  Babylon,  where  those 
two  truths  are  profaned,  and  yet  by  those  who  are  here  sig¬ 
nified  by  the  kings  who  have  not  yet  received  a  kingdom  they 
are  not  profaned,  but  received ;  and  from  the  signification  of 
one  hour,  as  denoting  some  part,  for  by  hour,  in  the  Word,  as 
by  times  in  general  and  in  particular,  is  signified  a  thing  as  to 
the  quality  of  its  state,  here  therefore  by  one  hour  is  signified 
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some  part,  consequently  that  they  reigned  in  some  small  de¬ 
gree  with  the  woman,  the  whore :  from  these  observations  there¬ 
fore,  this  sense  results,  that  those  two  primary  truths  of  the 
church,  viz.,  that  the  Lord’s  power  over  heaven  and  over  the 
church,  consequently  over  the  souls  of  men  to  save  them,  is 
transferred  to  some  man,  and  that  the  edicts  of  the  pope  are 
of  equal  power  and  sanctity  with  the  Word,  are  not  acknow¬ 
ledged,  thus  not  profaned :  that  this  sense  is  contained  in  those 
words,  may  clearly  be  seen  from  what  follows,  viz.,  that  they 
shall  deliver  up  their  power  to  the  beast,  whereby  is  signified 
that  they  shall  attribute  divine  sanctity  to  the  Word ;  likewise 
that  the  Lamb  shall  fight  with  them  and  shall  overcome  them, 
whereby  is  signified  that  they  will  acknowledge  that  the  Lord 
has  the  power  of  saving,  thus  that  dominion  over  heaven,  the 
church,  and  the  souls  of  men,  belongs  to  Him,  and  not  to  the 
pope.  It  has  been  observed  above,  that  there  are  two  things 
which  make  the  church,  viz.,  the  acknowledgment  and  faith  that 
the  Lord  has  the  power  of  saving,  and  that  the  Word  is  divine  : 
and  that  where  those  two  are  not  acknowledged  and  believed, 
there  the  church  is  not ;  the  reason  is,  because  the  Lord  re¬ 
forms  man,  and  gives  him  faith  and  love,  and  the  Word  teaches 
the  way  whereby  man  is  to  go  to  the  Lord,  in  order  that  he 
may  receive  faith  and  love  from  Him :  unless  these  two  truths 
therefore  are  acknowledged  in  the  church,  it  is  not  a  church ; 
but  lest  the  church  in  the  Christian  world  should  altogether 
perish,  it  was  provided  by  the  Lord,  and  not  only  within  the 
kingdom  of  Babylon,  but  also  out  of  it,  there  should  be  societies, 
which,  being  in  those  two  primary  truths,  which  are  the  pillars 
and  the  foundations  of  the  church  itself,  should  not  make  one 
with  the  Babylonians ;  within  Babylon  are  those  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  France,  and  several  in  Holland,  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  who  have  not  taken  away  from  the  Lord  the  power  of 
saving  men,  nor  divine  sanctity  from  the  Word,  and  attributed 
both  the  former  and  the  latter  to  some  vicar,  as  may  apear  from 
the  contest  which  has  so  long  continued,  and  still  continues 
[ anno  1762],  between  the  Gallic  church  and  the  Roman:  these 
are  the  things  principally  treated  of  in  the  contents  of  the  12, 
13  and  14  verses  of  this  chapter.  Inasmuch  as  out  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Babylon  there  are  churches  which  give  all  the 
power  of  saving  to  the  Lord,  and  none  to  the  pope,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Word  alone  to  be  divine,  and  have  altogether 
receded  from  the  papal  dominion,  and  are  thence  called  Pro¬ 
testants  and  Reformed,  therefore  these  are  also  treated  of  in 
this  chapter,  for  they  are  those  of  whom  it  is  said,  that  they 
shall  hate  the  whore,  and  devastate  and  make  her  naked,  and 
also  shall  devour  her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with  fire,  and  who 
shall  give  their  kingdom  to  the  beast,  verses  16  and  17;  but  of 
those  we  shall  speak  presently. - Continuation  concerning  the 
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Word .  But  whereas  the  world  is  ignorant  how  it  is  to  be  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  Lord  is  the  Word,  John  i.  1,  2,  14,  it  is  to 
be  further  explained.  It  is  a  known  thing  in  the  church,  that 
God  is  good  Itself  and  truth  Itself,  and  hence  that  all  the  good 
which  appertains  to  angel  and  to  man  is  from  God,  and  in  like 
manner  all  truth :  now  inasmuch  as  the  Lord  is  God,  He  is 
also  divine  good  and  divine  truth,  and  this  is  what  is  under¬ 
stood  by  the  Word  which  was  with  God,  and  which  was  God, 
and  also  which  was  the  light  enlightening  every  man,  likewise 
which  was  made  flesh,  that  is,  man  in  the  world.  That  the 
Lord  was  divine  truth  which  is  the  Word,  whilst  in  the  world. 
He  Himself  teaches  in  many  passages  where  He  calls  Himself 
the  Light,  likewise  where  He  calls  Himself  the  Way,  the 
Truth,  and  the  Life,  and  where  He  says,  that  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  proceeds  from  Him  ;  the  spirit  of  truth  is  divine  truth : 
when  the  Lord  was  transformed.  He  represented  the  Word,  by 
His  face,  which  shone  like  the  sun,  the  divine  good  thereof, 
and  by  His  garments,  which  were  bright  as  the  light  and  white 
as  snow,  the  divine  truth ;  Moses  and  Elias,  who  then  spake 
with  the  Lord,  also  signified  the  Word,  Moses  the  historical 
Word,  and  Elias  the  prophetical  Word:  moreover,  by  all 
things  relating  to  the  passion  of  the  Lord  was  represented  the 
nature  of  the  violence  offered  to  the  Word  by  the  Jewish 
nation.  The  Lord  also  from  divine  truth,  which  He  is,  is  called 
God,  King,  and  Angel,  and  is  also  understood  by  the  rock  in 
Horeb,  and  by  the  rock  or  stone  predicated  concerning  Peter. 
From  these  considerations  it  may  appear,  that  the  Lord  is  the 
Word,  because  He  is  divine  truth:  the  Word  in  the  letter, 
which  is  with  us,  is  the  divine  truth  in  ultimates. 

1071.  “  These  have  one  opinion,  and  shall  give  up  their 
potency  and  power  to  the  beast” — That  hereby  is  signified 
unanimity  that  the  Word  is  divine  truth,  from  which  the 
church  as  to  its  doctrine  must  depend,  appears  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  having  one  opinion,  as  denoting  unanimity ;  and 
from  the  signification  of  giving  up  their  potency  and  power  to 
the  beast,  as  denoting  acknowledgment  that  the  Word  is  divine 
truth,  from  which  the  church  as  to  its  doctrine  must  depend; 
for  by  the  beast  is  signified  the  Word,  as  may  be  seen  above, 
n.  1038,  and  by  giving  up  to  it  potency  and  powrer,  is  signified 
to  acknowledge  it  for  divine  truth,  from  which  the  doctrine  of 
the  church  is  derived.  It  was  observed  above,  that  the  Galli- 
can  church  acknowledges  the  Word  for  divine  truth,  and  attri¬ 
butes  divine  inspiration  to  all  and  every  part  thereof,  but  to 
the  edicts  of  the  pope  not  an  equal  [divine  inspiration]  as  to 
those  things  which  are  the  means  of  salvation ;  and  that  this  is 
the  case  likewise  with  others  in  the  European  world,  and  that 
this  has  come  to  pass  from  the  Lord^s  Divine  Providence,  lest 
the  Christian  church  should  be  altogether  destroyed ;  the  reason 
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whereof  is,  because  by  the  "Word  man  has  communication  and 
also  conjunction  with  heaven  and  by  heaven  with  the  Lord,  and 
because  no  communication  and  conjunction  with  heaven  and 
with  the  Lord  can  possibly  be  given  by  the  enunciations  and 
dictates  of  the  pope,  inasmuch  as  they  have  not  for  their  end 
the  salvation  of  souls,  but  domination,  and  all  edicts  and  sta- 
tutes  which  have  domination  for  their  end,  especially  if  it  be  a 
domination  over  those  things  which  are  of  heaven  and  the 
church,  have  communication  and  cause  conjunction  with  hell. 
*rom  these  considerations  it  is  evident  what  is  signified  by  the 

ten  kings,  who  gave  up  their  potency  and  power  to  the  beast. _ 

Continuation  concerning  the  Word.  But  inasmuch  as  it  cannot 
but  transcend  the  apprehension,  that  the  Lord  as  to  His  Human 
[principle]  assumed  in  the  world  was  the  Word,  that  is,  Divine 
I  ruth,  according  to  these  words  in  John,  “  And  the  Word  was 
made  flesh,  and  dwelt  amongst  us,  and  we  saw  His  glory,  the 
glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,”  chap.  i.  14  ;  there- 
lore,  as  far  as  possible,  it  shall  be  again  explained  to  the  appre- 
hension  :  of  every  regenerate  man  it  may  be  said,  that  he  is  his 
own  truth  and  his  own  good,  inasmuch  as  the  thought  which  is 
of  Ins  understanding  is  derived  from  truth,  and  the  affection 
winch  is  of  luswdl  is  derived  from  good,  wherefore  whether  it 
be  said  that  man  is  his  own  understanding  and  his  own  will,  or 
that  he  is  his  own  truth,  and  his  own  good,  it  amounts  to  the 
same,  the  body  being  only  obedience,  for  it  speaks  that  which 
man  thinks  from  the  understanding, and  does  that  which  man  wills 
from  affection,  thus  the  body  and  those  principles  mutually 
correspond  to  each  other,  and  make  one,  as  the  effect  and  its 
efficient  cause,  and,  taken  together,  they  constitute  the  human 
[principle.]  In  like  manner  as  it  may  be  said  of  the  regenerate 
man  that  he  is  his  own  truth  and  his  own  good,  so  it  may  be 
said  of  the  Lord  as  Man,  that  He  is  truth  itself,  or  divine  truth, 
and  good  itself,  or  divine  good.  From  these  considerations  then 
the  truth  becomes  apparent,  that  the  Lord  as  to  His  Human 
[principle]  in  the  world  was  divine  truth,  that  is  the  Word,  and 
itotnunpiatly  sPa^e  was  divine  truth,  which  is 

the  Word;  and  that  afterwards  when  He  went  to  the  Father, 
that  is,  when  He  was  made  one  with  the  Father,  the  divine  truth 
proceeding  from  Him  is  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  which  goes  forth 
and  proceeds  from  Him,  and  at  the  same  time  from  the  Father 
in  Him. 

1072.  “  These  shall  fight  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb  shall 
overcome  them”— That  hereby  is  signified  that  they  shall  have 
contention  with  those  who  are  understood  by  the  whore  con¬ 
cerning  the  sanctity  of  the  Word,  and  the  power  of  the  Lord 
to  save  men,  and  that  the  Lord  will  rescue  those,  who  are  will- 
mg  to  be  led  by  Him  through  the  Word,  and  not  by  the  woman 
the  whore,  appears  from  the  signification  of  fighting  with  the 
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Lamb,  as  denoting  to  have  contention  concerning  the  sanctity 
of  the  Word,  and  concerning  the  power  of  the  Lord  to  save 
men,  for  they  who  contend  concerning  those  things,  fight  with 
the  Lord,  but  not  against  the  Lord,  for  the  Lord  is  the  Word, 
and  the  Lord  is  salvation  ;  and  from  the  signification  of  the 
Lamb  shall  overcome  them,  as  denoting  that  He  shall  rescue 
those  who  are  willing  to  be  instructed,  and  led  of  Him  by  the 
Word;  that  these  are  they  whom  the  Lord  conquers,  is  mani¬ 
fest  from  what  follows  in  this  verse,  where  it  is  said,  that  they 
who  are  with  Him  are  called,  and  chosen,  and  faithful.  These 
are  all  in  the  kingdoms  subject  to  the  papal  dominion  who  only 
call  the  pope  the  head  of  the  church,  and  not  in  such  a  sense  a 
vicar  as  to  put  him  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  in  the  world,  with 
the  power  of  opening  and  shutting  heaven  at  his  own  will,  in¬ 
asmuch  as  that  power  is  a  divine  power,  which  cannot  possibly 
be  transcribed  to  any  man  ;  they  also  do  not  allow  it  to  be  law¬ 
ful  for  the  pope  to  change  the  holy  things  of  the  Word, 

and  make  new  edicts  not  in  agreement  with  the  Word. - 

Continuation  concerning  the  Word .  That  the  Word  is  holy  and 
divine  from  its  inmost  to  its  extreme  (parts  or  principles),  is  not 
manifest  to  the  man  who  leads  himself,  but  to  the  man  whom 
the  Lord  leads,  for  the  man  who  leads  himself,  sees  only  the 
external  of  the  Word,  and  judges  of  it  from  its  style,  whereas 
the  man  whom  the  Lord  leads  judges  of  the  external  of  the 
Word  from  the  holy  principle  therein  contained.  The  Word 
is  like  a  garden,  which  may  be  called  a  celestial  paradise,  in 
which  are  dainties  and  delicacies  of  every  kind,  dainties  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  fruits,  and  delicacies  by  virtue  of  flowers,  in  the  midst  of 
which  are  trees  of  life,  and  near  them  fountains  of  living  water; 
but  round  about  the  garden  are  trees  of  the  forest,  and  near 
them  streams  or  rivers :  the  man  who  leads  himself,  judges  of 
that  paradise,  which  is  the  Word,  from  its  circumference,  where 
are  the  trees  of  the  forest ;  but  the  man  whom  the  Lord  leads, 
judges  of  it  from  the  midst  thereof,  where  are  the  trees  of  life; 
the  man  whom  the  Lord  leads  is  also  actually  in  that  midst,  and 
looks  upwards  to  the  Lord,  but  the  man  who  leads  himself  actually 
sits  down  in  the  circumference,  and  looks  outward  to  the  world. 
The  Word  is  also  like  a  fruit  in  which  inwardly  there  is  nutri¬ 
tious  pulp,  and  in  the  midst  thereof  seed-pods,  containing  in 
their  inmost  part  a  prolific  principle  which  in  good  earth  ger¬ 
minates.  It  is  also  as  a  most  beautiful  infant  wrapped  up  in 
swaddling  clothes  upon  swaddling  clothes,  in  every  part  except 
the  face,  the  infant  being  itself  in  the  inmost  heaven,  the  swadd¬ 
ling  clothes  in  the  inferior  heavens,  and  the  common  covering 
thereof  in  the  earth.  Inasmuch  as  the  Word  is  of  such  a 
quality,  it  is  holy  and  divine  from  its  inmost  to  its  outermost 
[parts.] 

1073.  “  Because  He  is  Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kings” — 
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That  hereby  is  signified  because  the  Lord  is  Good  Itself  and 
Truth  Itselfj  and  thence  Almighty,  appears  from  this  considera¬ 
tion,  that  the  Lord  is  called  Lord  from  divine  good  and  King  from 
divine  truth.  There  are  two  things  which  proceed  from  the 
Lord,  viz.  divine  good  and  divine  truth :  these  two  proceed 
united  from  the  Lord,  but  are  received  by  the  angels  in  heaven 
not  so  united :  in  the  supreme  or  third  heaven  divine  good  is 
more  received  than  divine  truth,  in  the  middle  or  second  heaven 
divine  truth  is  received  more  than  divine  good,  wherefore  the 
third  heaven  is  called  the  dominion  of  the  Lord,  and  the  second 
heaven  is  called  His  kingdom,  and  hence  also  the  angels  who 
are  in  the  third  heaven  are  called  sons  of  the  Lord,  thus  also 
lords,  and  the  angels  in  the  second  heaven  are  called  sons  of  the 
kingdom,  and  sons  of  the  king,  thus  also  kings  :  the  latter  and 
the  former  angels  are  understood  by  lords  and  by  kings,  when 
the  Lord  is  called  Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kings :  as  also,  when 
He  is  called  God  of  gods,  the  Lord  is  understood  by  God,  and 
the  angels  by  gods.  But  in  general,  by  lords,  in  the  spiritual 
sense,  are  understood  all  who  are  in  the  good  of  love  to  the 
Lord  from  the  Lord,  and  by  kings  those  who  are  in  the  doctrine 
of  truth  from  that  love,  whether  they  be  in  the  heavens  or  on 
the  earth.  Now  inasmuch  as  all  the  good  of  love  and  of 
charity  thence  derived,  and  all  the  truth  of  doctrine  and  of  faith 
thence  derived,  is  given  to  man  from  the  Lord  by  the  Word, 
and  this  is  known  by  those  who  attribute  the  divine  power  of 
saving  men  to  the  Lord,  and  divine  sanctity  to  the  Word,  there¬ 
fore  it  is  here  said  that  the  Lamb  shall  overcome  them,  because 
He  is  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings,  that  is,  because  the 
Lord  alone  is  divine  good  and  divine  truth,  and  thence  also  the 
Word.  Inasmuch  as  the  Lord  performs  all  things  from  divine 
good  by  divine  truth,  therefore  also  by  Lord  of  lords  and  King 

of  kings  is  understood  the  Lord  as  Almighty. - Continuation 

concerning  the  Word.  The  reason  why  the  Word  is  of  such  a 
quality,  is,  because  in  its  origin  it  is  the  Divine  [principle]  It- 
self  proceeding  from  the  Lord,  which  is  called  divine  truth,  and 
this  in  its  descent  to  men  in  the  world  has  passed  through  the 
heavens  in  order  according  to  the  degrees  thereof,  which  are 
three,  and  in  every  heaven  it  is  written  in  accommodation  to 
the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  the  angels  there,  and  lastly, 
is  brought  down  from  the  Lord  through  the  heavens  to 
men,  and  is  there  written  and  promulgated  in  a  manner  ac¬ 
commodated  to  their  understanding  and  apprehension ;  this 
therefore  is  the  sense  of  the  letter,  in  which  divine  truth 
lies  reposited  in  distinct  order,  such  as  it  is  in  the  three 
heavens:  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  all  the  wisdom  of 
the  angels,  who  are  in  the  three  heavens,  is  included  in  our 
W^ord  from  the  Lord,  and  in  the  inmost  thereof  the  wisdom  of 
the  angels  of  the  third  heaven,  which  is  incomprehensible  and 
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ineffable  to  man,  because  full  of  arcana  and  treasures  of  divine 
verities  :  these  lie  stored  up  in  all  and  singular  the  things  of  our 
Word:  and  whereas  divine  truth  is  the  Lord  in  the  heavens, 
therefore  also  the  Lord  Himself  is  present,  and  may  be  said  to 
dwell  in  all  and  singular  the  things  of  His  Word,  as  in  His 
heavens  ;  in  like  manner  as  He  Himself  said  concerning  the  ark 
of  the  covenant,  in  which  only  the  ten  precepts  inscribed  on 
two  tables,  the  first  fruits  of  the  Word,  were  reposited,  for  He 
said  that  there  He  should  speak  with  Moses  and  Aaron,  that  there 
He  should  be  present,  that  He  would  dwell  there, and  that  it  was 
His  holy  of  holies,  and  also  His  dwelling  place,  as  in  heaven. 

1074.  “And  they  who  are  with  Him  are  called,  and  chosen, 
and  faithful” — That  hereby  are  signified  that  they  who  are  in 
love  to  the  Lord,  in  love  towards  the  neighbour,  and  in  the 
faith  of  charity,  are  in  truth  concerning  the  divine  power  of 
the  Lord,  and  concerning  the  divine  sanctity  of  the  Word, 
appears  from  the  signification  of  being  called,  when  by  the 
Lord,  as  denoting  those  who  are  in  love  to  the  Lord;  and 
from  the  signification  of  chosen  or  the  elect,  as  denoting 
those  who  are  in  love  towards  the  neighbour ;  and  from  the 
signification  of  faithful,  as  denoting  those  who  are  in  the  faith 
of  charity :  that  these  are  understood  by  the  called,  chosen,  and 
faithful,  is  evident  from  other  parts  of  the  Word,  where  they 
are  mentioned ;  and  from  this  consideration,  that  the  angels  of 
the  third  heaven,  who  are  in  love  towards  the  Lord,  are  deno¬ 
minated  the  called,  the  angels  of  the  second  heaven,  who  are  in 
love  towards  the  neighbour,  the  chosen  or  elect,  and  the  angels 
of  the  first  heaven,  who  are  in  the  faith  of  charity,  the  faithful : 
now  inasmuch  as  in  the  church  of  the  Lord  in  the  earth  there 
are  those  who  are  of  the  third,  of  the  second,  and  of  the  first 
heaven,  and  who  therefore  after  death  become  angels  of  those 
heavens,  hence  it  is,  that  by  the  called,  the  elect,  and  the  faith¬ 
ful,  are  understood  all  those  in  the  kingdoms  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  pope  who  attribute  to  the  Lord  the  power  of  sav¬ 
ing  men,  and  to  the  Word  alone  divine  sanctity  and  inspiration, 
and  in  these  two  essentials  recede  from  the  vicarious  authority  of 

the  pope. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word .  Inasmuch  as 

the  divine  truth,  in  passing  from  the  Lord  Himself  through  the 
three  heavens  even  to  men  in  the  world,  is  written  and  so  made 
the  Word  in  every  heaven,  therefore  the  Word  is  the  union  of 
the  heavens  with  each  other,  and  of  the  heavens  with  the 
church  in  the  world,  for  the  Word  is  the  same  every  where, 
differing  only  in  perfection  of  glory  and  wisdom,  according  to 
the  degrees  in  which  the  heavens  are :  hence  it  is,  that  a  holy 
Divine  [principle]  from  the  Lord  through  the  heavens  flows  in 
with  the  man  in  the  world  who  acknowledges  the  Divine  [prin¬ 
ciple]  of  the  Lord,  and  the  sanctity  of  the  Word,  whilst  he 
reads  it ;  and  that  such  a  man  can  be  instructed  and  imbibe 
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wisdom  from  the  Word,  as  from  the  Lord  Himself,  or  from 
heaven  itself,  in  proportion  to  his  love  thereof,  and  thus  be 
nourished  with  the  same  food  with  which  the  angels  themselves 
are  nourished,  and  in  which  there  is  life,  according  to  these 
words  of  the  Lord :  “  The  words  which  I  speak  unto  you ,  are 
spirit  and  life  ,”  John  vi.  63  :  “  The  water  which  I  will  give  you , 
shall  become  a  fountain  of  water ,  springing  up  to  eternal  life 
John  iv.  14:  “Man  doth  not  live  from  bread  alone,  but  from 
every  word  which  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God,”  Matt.  iv. 
4  :  “  Labour  for  the  meat  which  endureth  to  eternal  life,  which 
the  Son  of  Man  shall  give  unto  you,”  John  vi.  27.  Such  is  the  Word. 

1075.  Verse  15.  “And  he  saith  unto  me,  the  waters  which 
thou  sawest,  where  the  whore  sitteth,  are  peoples,  and  multitudes, 
and  nations,  and  tongues”  “  And  he  saith  unto  me,  the  waters 
which  thou  sawest,  where  the  whore  sitteth,  are  peoples,  and  mul¬ 
titudes,  and  nations,  and  tongues,"  signifies  the  doctrinals  from 
the  papal  consistory  in  general,  thus  all  other  doctrinals,  that 
they  are  falses  and  evils  interior  and  exterior. 

1076.  “  And  he  saith  unto  me,  the  waters  which  thou  sawest, 
where  the  whore  sitteth”— That  hereby  are  signified  the  doc¬ 
trinals  from  the  papal  consistory  in  general,  thus  all  other  doc¬ 
trinals,  appears  from  the  signification  of  waters,  as  denoting  the 
truths  of  the  Word,  and  thence  of  the  church,  consequently 
doctrinals,  concerning  which  see  n.  71,  483,  518,  854 ;  in  this 
case,  truths  falsified  and  profaned,  because  they  are  those  upon 
which  the  whore  sitteth,  by  whom  is  signified  Babylon,  where  all 
the  holy  things  of  the  church  are  profaned ;  and  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  where  the  whore  sitteth,  as  denoting  where  the  do¬ 
minion  of  Babylon  is,  for  by  the  woman,  the  whore,  is  signified 
the  church  which  was  made  Babylon  by  the  profanation  of  all 
things  of  good  and  truth,  concerning  which  see  above,  n.  1032; 
and  by  sitting  is  signified  to  rule,  see  also  above,  n.  1033, 1038,' 
1062 ;  and  whereas  by  the  waters  are  signified  the  doctrinals 
which  are  in  Babylon,  and  these  are  issued  from  the  papal  con¬ 
sistory,  therefore  by  the  waters  where  the  whore  sitteth  are  sig¬ 
nified  the  doctrinals  which  are  from  the  papal  consistory,  in 
this  case  all  other  doctrinals,  except  the  two  which  were  treated 
of  above:  for  this  is  the  series  of  things  from  the  12th  to  the 
17th  verses;  in  verses  12,  13,  14,  the  subject  treated  of  is  con¬ 
cerning  the  two  truths  profaned,  which  are  the  primary  truths 
of  the  church,  viz.,  concerning  the  divine  power  of  the  Lord 
over  heaven  and  the  church,  and  concerning  the  divine  sanctity 
of  the  Word,  and  that  within  the  kingdom  of  Babylon  there 
are  many  who  have  not  profaned  them;  but  in  verse  15,  the 
subject  treated  of  is  concerning  goods  and  truths  profaned  in 
general,  thus  concerning  all  other  truths;  but  in  verses  16  and 
17,  they  are  treated  of  who  are  out  of  Babylon,  and  are  called 
the  Reformed,  who  have  acknowledged  the  divine  power  of  the 
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Lord  over  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  and  also  the  divine 
sanctity  of  the  Word  :  this  is  the  series  of  things  contained  in 
the  internal  sense  from  verses  12  to  17. - Continuation  con¬ 

cerning  the  Word.  It  was  said,  that  divine  truth  proceeds  from 
the  Lord,  and  that  thence  is  the  Word,  and,  by  the  Word,  wis¬ 
dom  to  angels  and  men :  but  so  long  as  it  is  unknown  how  di¬ 
vine  truth  proceeds  from  the  Lord,  such  a  thing  may  indeed  be 
said,  but  not  understood :  divine  truth,  which  is  the  same  with 
divine  wisdom,  proceeds  from  the  Lord  like  light  and  heat  from 
the  sun  :  the  Lord  is  divine  love  itself,  and  love  in  the  heavens 
from  correspondence  appears  as  fire,  and  the  divine  love  of  the 
Lord  as  a  sun,  ruddy  and  shining  like  the  sun  of  the  world ! 
from  that  sun,  which  is  high  above  the  heavens  where  the  an¬ 
gels  are,  and  which  is  divine  love,  proceeds  heat  and  light,  and 
the  heat  thence  proceeding  is  divine  good,  and  the  light  thence 
proceeding  is  divine  truth  :  the  reason  why  the  heat  is  divine 
good,  is,  because  all  the  heat  of  life  proceeding  from  love  is  felt 
as  good,  for  it  is  spiritual  heat ;  and  the  reason  why  the  light 
is  divine  truth,  is,  because  all  light  proceeding  from  love  is  felt 
as  truth,  for  it  is  spiritual  light;  wherefore  the  understanding 
by  virtue  of  this  light  sees  truths,  and  the  will  by  virtue  of  that 
heat  feels  goods  :  hence  it  is  that,  in  the  Word,  by  heavenly 
fire  is  understood  love,  and  by  heavenly  light  wisdom.  The 
case  is  similar  with  man  and  with  angel :  every  angel  and  every 
man  is  his  own  love,  and  is  encompassed  with  a  sphere  flowing 
out  from  his  love,  which  sphere  thus  consists  of  the  good  of 
his  love  and  of  the  truth  thereof,  for  the  love  produces  both  as 
fire  does  heat  and  light ;  thus  from  the  will  of  man  and  angel  it 
produces  good,  and  from  their  understanding  truth ;  this  sphere 
has  an  extension  into  the  heavens  every  way  according  to  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  love,  if  the  man  or  angel  is  good ; 
but  into  the  hells  every  way,  if  the  man  or  angel  is  evil.  But 
the  sphere  of  the  love  of  man  and  angel  has  only  a  finite  exten¬ 
sion,  thus  only  into  a  few  societies  of  heaven  or  of  hell ;  whereas 
the  sphere  of  the  Lord’s  love,  inasmuch  as  it  is  divine,  has  an 
infinite  extension  and  creates  the  heavens  themselves. 

1077. •  “Are  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and  nations,  and 
tongues  —That  hereby  is  signified,  which  are  falses  and  evils 
interior  and  exterior,  appears  from  the  signification  of  peoples 
as  denoting  those  who  are  in  truths,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense! 
those  who  are  m  falses,  see  n.  175,  331,  625  ;  and  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  multitudes  or  crowds,  as  also  denoting  those  who 
are  in  truths  or  in  falses,  for  multitudes  or  crowds  are  people  of 
the  inferior  sort;  and  from  the  signification  of  nations,  as  de¬ 
noting  those  who  are  in  goods,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense,  those 
who  are  m  evils,  see  n.  175,  331,  452,  455,  625;  and  from  the 
signification  of  tongues,  as  denoting  those  who  are  in  various 
confession  and  perception  of  good,  concerning  which  see  n.  455 
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625,  657,  990.  The  reason  why  peoples,  multitudes,  nations, 
and  tongues,  signify  falses  and  evils  interior  and  exterior,  is, 
because  the  sense  truly  spiritual  comprehends  things  abstract¬ 
edly  from  persons,  wherefore  when  from  peoples,  by  whom  are 
understood  those  who  are  in  truths  or  falses,  is  abstracted  all 
idea  of  person,  then  in  place  of  them  are  signified  truths  or 
falses:  so  likewise  with  respect  to  multitudes,  nations,  and 
tongues.  The  reason  why  falses  and  evils  are  signified,  is,  be¬ 
cause  by  the  earth  is  signified  the  church,  whence  by  peoples, 
multitudes,  nations,  and  tongues,  are  signified  those  things  of 
which  the  church  consists,  which  are  either  truths  and  goods, 
or  falses  and  evils,  and  whereas  every  church  is  internal  and 
external,  by  reason  that  truths  and  goods,  or  falses  and  evils, 
are  interior  and  exterior,  therefore  these  are  the  things  which 
are  signified  by  those  words :  this  also  follows  from  this  con¬ 
sideration,  that  by  the  waters,  upon  which  the  whore  sitteth,  by 
which  it  is  here  said  are  signified  peoples,  multitudes,  nations, 
and  tongues,  are  signified  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  which 
are  profaned,  as  may  be  seen  above,  n.  1033,  and  the  holy 
things  of  the  church  profaned  are  falses  and  evils,  for  they  are 
the  truths  of  the  Word  falsified  and  the  goods  thereof  adul¬ 
terated. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word.  The  Word  of 

the  Lord  is  wonderful  in  this  respect,  that  in  every  the  least 
part  thereof  there  is  a  reciprocal  unition  of  good  and  truth, 
which  testifies  that  the  Word  is  the  Divine  Proceeding  from 
the  Lord,  which  is  divine  good  and  divine  truth  reciprocally 
united  ;  and  it  also  testifies,  that  in  the  Word  there  is  the 
marriage  of  the  Lord  with  heaven  and  the  church,  which  also 
is  reciprocal :  the  reason  of  the  marriage  of  good  and  truth,  and 
of  truth  and  good,  in  singular  the  things  of  the  Word,  is,  in 
.order  that  wisdom  might  be  thence  derived  to  angels  and  in¬ 
telligence  to  men,  for  from  good  alone  there  cannot  be  born 
any  wisdom  or  intelligence,  neither  from  truth  alone,  but  from 
their  marriage,  whilst  the  love  is  reprocal :  this  reciprocal  love 
the  Lord  teaches  in  John  :  “  He  who  eatetli  My  flesh  and  drirlketh 
My  blood ,  dwelleth  in  Me ,  and  I  in  him  ”  vi.  56  :  “  In  that  day 
ye  shall  know ,  that  ye  are  in  Me  and  I  in  you  :  he  who  hath  My 
precepts ,  and  doeth  them ,  he  it  is  who  loveth  Me ,  and  I  will  love 
him”  xiv.  20,  21 :  the  reciprocality  is  described  by  their  being 
in  the  Lord  and  the  Lord  in  them,  likewise  by  their  loving  the 
Lord  and  the  Lord  loving  them :  to  have  His  precepts  is  to  be 
in  truths,  and  to  do  them  is  to  be  in  good.  The  same  recipro¬ 
cality  is  also  described  by  the  Lord  in  His  union  with  the 
Father  in  these  words:  “ Philip ,  how  sayest  thou ,  shew  us  the 
Father ,  believest  thou  not  that  I  am  in  the  Father ,  and  the  Father 
in  Me  ?  believe  Me>  that  I  am  in  the  Father  and  the  Father  in 
Me”  John  xiv.  9,  10,  11  :  from  this  reciprocal  union  of  the 
Divine  and  the  Human  [principle]  in  the  Lord,  proceeds  the 
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reciprocal  union  of  divine  good  and  divine  truth,  which,  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  divine  love  of  the  Lord,  likewise  the  reciprocal 
union  of  the  Lord  with  heaven  and  the  church,  and,  in  general, 
the  reciprocal  union  of  good  and  truth  with  the  angels  of  heaven, 
and  with  the  man  of  the  church :  and  whereas  good  is  of 
charity  and  truth  is  of  faith,  and  charity  and  faith  make  the 
church,  it  follows  that  the  church  is  in  man  when  the  reciprocal 
union  of  charity  and  faith  is  in  him  ;  and  whereas  likewise  good 
is  of  the  will  and  truth  is  of  the  understanding,  and  the  wfill  and 
understanding  make  man,  it  follows  that  man  is  man  according 
to  the  union  of  the  will  and  all  things  appertaining  thereto,  with 
the  understanding  and  all  things  appertaining  to  it,  and  this 
reciprocally.  This  union  is  what  is  called  marriage,  which  from 
creation  is  implanted  in  singular  the  things  of  heaven  and  of 
the  world,  whence  comes  the  generation  and  production  of  all 
things.  That  such  is  the  marriage  in  singular  the  things  of 
the  Word,  that  good  loves  truth,  and  truth  good,  thus  mutually 
and  interchangeably,  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word  reveals. 
From  this  marriage  also  it  is,  that  good  and  truth  are  not  two, 
but  one,  and  are  then  one,  when  good  is  of  truth,  and  truth 
is  of  good. 

1078.  Verses  16,  17*  18.  “ And  the  ten  horns ,  which  thou 

sawest  upon  the  beast ,  these  shall  hate  the  whore ,  and  shall  make 
her  desolate  and  naked ,  and  shall  eat  her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with 
fire .  Because  God  hath  given  into  their  hearts  to  execute  His 
sentence ,  and  to  execute  one  sentence ,  and  to  give  their  kingdom  to 
the  beast ,  until  the  words  of  God  shall  be  consummated.  And  the 
woman  whom  thou  sawest ,  is  the  great  city ,  which  hath  a  king¬ 
dom  over  the  kings  of  the  earth”  “  And  the  ten  horns  which 
thou  sawest  upon  the  beast, ”  signifies  the  truths  of  the  church 
from  the  Word  with  the  Reformed,  especially  concerning  the 
Lord’s  divine  power,  and  concerning  the  divine  sanctity  of  the 
Word  :  “  these  shall  hate  the  whore,”  signifies  the  total  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  dogmas  by  which  the  Papal  consistory  has  falsified 
the  truths  and  adulterated  the  goods  of  the  Word,  and  thereby 
profaned  the  holy  things  of  the  church  :  “  and  shall  make  her 
desolate  and  naked,”  signifies  the  rejection  of  the  falses  thereof, 
which  are  falsified  truths,  and  in  such  case  manifestation  that 
they  were  destitute  of  all  truth :  “  and  shall  eat  her  flesh,” 
signifies  the  rejection  of  the  evils  thereof,  which  are  adulterated 
good,  and  in  such  case  manifestation  that  they  were  destitute 
of  all  good  :  “and  shall  burn  her  with  fire,”  signifies  rejection 
of  the  whole  of  that  religion  which  has  profaned  the  holy  things 
of  the  church  by  the  love  of  domination  over  them  and  over 
heaven:  “because  God  hath  given  into  their  heart  to  execute 
His  sentence,”  signifies  these  things  from  the  Lord,  that  they 
should  altogether  recede :  “and  to  execute  one  sentence,”  sig¬ 
nifies  unanimously:  “and  to  give  their  kingdom  to  the  beast,” 
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signifies  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Word  for  divine,  and  the 
foundation  of  the  church  upon  it :  “  until  the  words  of  God 
shall  be  consummated/"  signifies  even  to  the  last  state  of  the 
church,  when  judgment  takes  place,  and  afterwards  a  new  state : 
“  and  the  woman,  whom  thou  sawest,  is  the  great  city/"  signi¬ 
fies  the  wicked  doctrine  of  the  church :  <f  which  hath  a  kingdom 
over  the  kings  of  the  earth/"  signifies  the  domination  thereof 
over  the  truths  of  the  church. 

1079.  “And  the  ten  horns  which  thou  sawest  upon  the 
beast""— That  hereby  are  signified  the  truths  of  the  church 
from  the  Word  with  the  Reformed,  especially  concerning  the 
Lord"s  divine  power,  and  concerning  the  divine  sanctity  of  the 
^Word,  appears  from  the  signification  of  the  ten  horns  upon  the 
beast,  as  denoting  the  truths  of  the  church  from  the  Word, 
concerning  which  see  above,  n.  1069  ;  that  horns  denote  truths 
as  to  their  power,  see  n.316,  567,  776,  1041;  and  that  the 
beast  is  the  Word,  n.  1038;  that  the  ten  horns  of  the  beast 
here  signify  the  truths  of  the  Word,  as  to  power,  with  the  Re¬ 
formed,  appears  from  what  is  further  said  in  those  two  verses, 
viz.,  that  they  shall  hate  the  whore,  shall  make  her  desolate  and 
naked,  eat  her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with  fire,  whereby  is  signi¬ 
fied  the  total  rejection  of  all  the  statutes  and  edicts  of  the  pope, 
thus  of  the  falsifications  and  profanations  of  which  they  con¬ 
sist,  especially  the  two  which  are  treated  of  above,  viz.,  con¬ 
cerning  the  power  over  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  and  over 
the  souls  of  men  to  save  them,  which  is  called  the  power  of 
opening  and  shutting  heaven,  likewise  concerning  the  power  of 
interpreting  the  Word  and  of  altering  it  to  favour  their  own 
dominion,  these  being  the  two  heads  of  their  religion  which  the 
Reformed  have  altogether  rejected  and  burned  with  fire.  That 
this  recession  is  described  in  this  and  the  following  verse,  may 
appear  from  the  series  of  things  in  the  internal  sense ;  for  in 
verses  12,  13,  14,  the  subject  treated  of  is  concerning  those 
within  Babylon  who  have  rejected  those  two  profane  dogmas; 
and  in  these  two  verses  concerning  those  who  have  rejected 
them  out  of  Babylon  ;  and  concerning  the  rest  of  their  profane 
principles  in  verse  15.  That  this  is  so,  appears  very  manifest, 
whilst  the  Word  is  understood  by  the  beast,  the  truths  thereof 
by  the  horns  of  the  beast,  and  the  profane  Babylonish  princi¬ 
ples  by  the  whore. — — Continuation  concerning  the  Word,  The 
Word  in  the  literal  sense  appears  for  the  most  part  simple,  but 
still  the  wisdom  of  the  three  heavens  is  stored  up  in  it;  for  in 
singular  the  things  thereof  is  an  interior  sense,  and  senses  still 
more  interior;  an  interior  such  as  it  is  in  the  first  heaven,  a 
still  more  interior  such  as  it  is  in  the  second  heaven,  and  an 
inmost  such  as  is  it  in  the  third  :  these  senses  are  contained 
in  the  sense  of  the  letter,  one  within  another,  and  are  thence 
unfolded  one  after  the  other,  each  from  its  own  heaven,  whilst 
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it  is  read  by  a  man  who  is  under  the  leading  and  guidance  of 
the  Lord.  These  interior  senses  differ  in  degrees  of  light  and 
wisdom  according  to  the  heavens,  notwithstanding  they  make 
one  by  influx,  and  thence  by  correspondences  :  but  how  they 
thus  make  one  shall  be  explained  hereafter.  From  these  con¬ 
siderations  it  is  evident,  how  the  Word  is  inspired  by  the  Di¬ 
vine  [Being  or  principle]  and  that  by  virtue  of  such  inspiration 
it  is  a  writing  distinguished  from  all  others,  and  to  which  no 
other  can  in  anywise  be  compared.  The  arcana  of  wisdom  of 
the  three  heavens  which  are  therein  contained,  are  the  mystical 
things  spoken  of  by  several. 

1080.  u These  shall  hate  the  whore 93 — That  hereby  is  signified 
the  total  rejection  of  the  dogmas  by  which  the  Papal  consistory 
has  falsified  the  truths  and  adulterated  the  goods  of  the  Word, 
and  thereby  profaned  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  appears  from 
the  signification  of  hating,  as  denoting  to  reject  altogether;  and 
from  the  signification  of  the  whore,  as  denoting  Babylon,  which 
is  called  a  whore  from  the  falsification  and  adulteration  of  the 
W ord,  and  consequent  profanation  of  the  holy  things  of  the 
church;  that  such  things  are  signified  by  whore,  and  whoredoms, 
in  the  Word,  maybe  seen  n.  141,  817,  881,  1032;  by  those 
who  hate  the  whore,  are  here  understood  the  Reformed,  who 
have  entirely  rejected  the  dogmas  which  have  proceeded  from 
the  papal  consistory;  which,  inasmuch  as  they  had  for  an  end 
the  amplification  of  dominion,  and  not  the  salvation  of  men, 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  against  the  truths  and  goods  of  the 

Word,  and  therefore  must  falsify  and  adulterate  them. - 

Continuation  concerning  the  Word.  It  was  said  that  in  every 
heaven  there  is  a  "Word,  and  that  those  Whrds  in  their  order  are 
contained  in  our  Word,  and  that  they  thus  make  one  by  influx, 
and  thence  by  correspondences:  here  therefore  it  shall  be  ex¬ 
plained  what  is  the  nature  of  correspondences,  likewise  of  influx, 
otherwise  it  cannot  be  comprehended  what  the  quality  of  the 
Word  is  within  in  its  bosom,  thus  as  to  its  life  from  the  Lord, 
which  is  its  soul.  But  what  correspondence  is,  and  what  influx, 
shall  be  illustrated  by  examples.  The  variations  of  the  face 
which  are  called  the  countenance  or  features,  correspond  to  the 
affections  of  the  mind,  wherefore  the  face  is  varied  as  to  its 
features  as  the  affections  of  the  mind  are  as  to  their  states: 
those  variations  in  the  face  are  correspondences,  consequently 
also  the  face  itself,  and  the  action  of  the  mind  into  it,  in  order 
that  the  correspondences  may  be  exhibited,  is  called  influx. 
The  sight  of  mam’s  thought,  which  is  called  the  understanding* 
corresponds  to  the  sight  of  the  eyes,  wherefore  also  from  the 
light  and  flame  of  the  eyes  appears  the  quality  of  the  thought 
from  the  understanding;  the  sight  of  the  eye  is  correspondence, 
consequently  also  the  eye  itself,  and  the  action  of  the  under¬ 
standing  into  the  eye,  whereby  the  correspondence  is  exhibited. 
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is  influx.  The  active  thought  which  is  of  the  understanding 
corresponds  to  the  speech  which  is  of  the  mouth ;  the  speech  is 
correspondence  as  likewise  is  the  mouth  and  every  thing  be¬ 
longing  to  it.  and  the  action  of  thought  into  speech*  and  into 
the  organs  of  speech*  is  influx.  The  perception  of  the  mind 
corresponds  to  the  smell  of  the  nostrils;  the  smell  and  the 
nostrils  are  correspondences*  and  the  action  is  influx;  hence  it 
is  that  a  man  who  has  interior  perception  is  said  to  be  of  an 
acute  nostril*  or  quick  scent*  and  the  perception  of  a  thing  is 
expressed  by  scenting  or  smelling  it  out.  Hearkening,  which 
denotes  obedience*  corresponds  to  the  hearing  of  the  ears* 
wherefore  both  the  hearing  and  the  ears  are  correspondences* 
and  the  action  of  obedience  into  the  hearing,  in  order  that  man 
may  raise  the  ears  or  listen  and  attend,  is  influx:  hence  it  is  that 
hearkening  and  hearing  are  both  significative,  to  hearken  and  to 
give  ear  to  any  one  denoting  to  obey*  and  to  hearken  and  hear 
any  one  denoting  to  hear  with  the  ears.  The  action  of  the  body 
corresponds  to  the  will ;  the  action  of  the  heart  corresponds  to 
the  life  of  the  love;  and  the  action  of  the  lungs*  which  is  called 
respiration*  corresponds  to  the  life  of  the  faith:  and  the  whole 
body  as  to  all  its  members*  viscera*  and  organs*  corresponds  to 
the  soul  as  to  all  the  functions  and  power  of  its  life.  From  these 
few  observations  it  may  be  seen  what  is  meant  by  correspondence 
and  by  influx*  and  that  whilst  the  spiritual  principle*  which  is 
the  life  of  man*s  will  and  understanding,  flows  into  the  acts 
which  are  of  his  body,  and  exhibits  itself  in  a  natural  effigy, 
there  is  correspondence*  and  that  thus  the  spiritual  and  natural 
by  correspondences  act  as  one,  like  interior  and  exterior*  or  like 
prior  and  posterior,  or  like  the  efficient  cause  and  the  effect*  or 
like  the  principal  cause  which  is  of  man*s  thought  and  will,  and 
the  instrumental  cause  which  is  of  his  speech  and  action.  Such 
a  correspondence  of  natural  things  and  spiritual  exists  not  only 
in  all  and  singular  the  things  of  man*  but  also  in  all  and  singular 
the  things  of  the  world*  and  the  correspondences  are  exhibited 
by  the  influx  of  the  spiritual  world,  and  all  things  appertaining 
to  that  world,  into  the  natural  world*  and  all  things  appertaining 
to  it.  From  these  observations  it  may  in  some  small  degree  be 
seen,  how  our  Word*  as  to  the  sense  of  the  letter*  which  is 
natura],  makes  one  with  the  Words  in  the  heavens*  the  senses 
whereof  are  spiritual,  by  influx  and  correspondences. 

1081.  "And  shall  make  her  desolate  and  naked” — That 
hereby  is  signified  rejection  of  the  falses  thereof*  which  are 
falsified  truths,  and  in  such  case  manifestation  that  they  are 
destitute  of  all  truth*  appears  from  the  signification  of  making 
desolate  and  naked,  as  denoting  to  reject  the  falses  thereof* 
which  are  truths  falsified ;  and  whereas  when  these  are  rejected 
it  is  manifested  that  they  are  without  any  truth*  therefore  this 
also  is  signified :  by  being  desolate  and  naked  is  signified  to  be 
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destitute  of  all  truth*  for  it  is  spiritual  desolation  and  naked¬ 
ness  which  is  signified*  and  a  state  of  spiritual  desolation  or 
wasteness  is  like  that  of  a  wilderness*  where  there  is  neither 
corn  nor  fruit-trees*  and  a  state  of  spiritual  nakedness  is  like 
that  of  a  man  who  is  destitute  of  garments;  corn  and  fruit-trees 
also  signify  the  knowledges  of  truth  and  good*  and  garments 
signify  truths  clothing*  wherefore  to  be  without  the  latter  and 
the  former  is  to  be  without  any  truth:  that  nakedness  denotes 
the  deprivation  of  truth*  may  be  seen  n.  240*  1008;  and  that 
desolation  or  wasteness*  such  as  is  the  state  of  a  wilderness* 

denotes  where  there"  is  no  truth*  may  be  seen*  n.  730. - 

Continuation  concerning  the  Word .  What  is  the  nature  and 
quality  of  the  Word  as  to  influx  and  as  to  correspondences,  can 
now  be  illustrated.  It  is  said  in  John:  “He  hath  blinded  their 
eyes  and  hardened  their  heart *  that  they  may  not  see  with  the  eyes * 
and  understand  with  the  heart *  and  convert  themselves *  and  I 
should  heal  them  xii.  40:  by  the  eyes  which  are  blinded  are 
signified  the  understanding  and  faith  of  truth;  by  the  heart  which 
is  hardened  is  signified  the  will  and  love  of  good ;  and  by  being 
healed  is  signified  to  be  reformed;  the  reason  of  their  not  being 
converted  and  healed*  was*  lest  they  should  profane*  for  the 
wicked  who  is  healed*  and  returns  to  his  own  evil  and  false* 
profanes;  and  thus  it  would  have  been  with  the  Jewish  nation. 
And  in  Matthew :  “Blessed  are  your  eyes  for  they  see *  and  your 
ears  for  they  hear”  xiii.  16:  by  the  eyes  here  also  are  signified 
the  understanding  and  faith  of  truth*  thus  by  seeing  is  signified 
to  understand  and  believe*  and  by  the  ears  is  signified  obedience* 
thus  a  life  according  to  the  truths  of  faith*  wherefore  to  hear 
signifies  to  obey  and  live*  for  no  one  is  blessed  because  he  sees 
and  hears*  but  because  he  understands*  believes*  obeys*  and 
lives.  Again:  “The  lanthorn  of  the  body  is  the  eye ,  if  the  eye  be 
entire *  the  whole  body  is  lucid *  if  the  eye  be  evil  the  whole  body  is 
darkened ,  if  therefore  the  light  be  darkness ,  how  great  is  the 
darkness”  vi.  22*  23:  here  also  by  the  eye  is  signified  the  un¬ 
derstanding  and  faith  of  truth*  which  is  called  a  lanthorn  from 
the  light  of  truth*  which  man  has  from  understanding  and  faith; 
and  whereas  from  the  understanding  and  faith  of  truth  man  be¬ 
comes  wise*  it  is  said*  if  the  eye  be  entire  the  whole  body  is 
lucid;  the  body  is  the  man*  and  to  be  lucid  is  to  be  wise;  but 
the  case  is  opposite  with  the  evil  eye,  that  is*  the  understanding 
and  faith  of  the  false;  darkness  denotes  the  false;  if  the  light  be 
darkness*  signifies  if  the  truth  be  false  or  falsified;  and  because 
truth  falsified  is  worse  than  every  other  false*  it  is  said,  if  the 
light  be  darkness*  how  great  is  the  darkness.  From  these  few 
examples  it  is  evident  what  correspondence  and  what  influx  is* 
viz.*  that  the  eye  is  a  correspondence  of  the  understanding  and 
faith*  the  heart  a  correspondence  of  the  will  and  love*  the  ears  a 
correspondence  of  obedience*  the  lanthorn  and  light  correspond- 
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ences  of  truth,  and  darkness  a  correspondence  of  the  false,  and 
so  on;  and  whereas  the  one  is  spiritual,  and  the  other  is  natural, 
and  the  spiritual  acts  in  the  natural,  and  forms  it  to  a  likeness 
of  itself  that  it  may  appear  before  the  eyes  or  before  the  world, 
therefore  that  action  is  influx.  Such  is  the  Word  in  all  and 
singular  its  parts. 

1082.  aAnd  shall  eat  her  flesh** — That  hereby  is  signified  re¬ 
jection  of  the  evils  thereof,  which  are  goods  adulterated,  and  the 
manifestation  in  such  case  that  they  were  destitute  of  all  good, 
appears  from  the  signification  of  flesh,  as  denoting  the  good  of 
the  Word  and  of  the  church,  and,  in  the  opposite  sense,  the 
evil  thereof,  in  the  present  case  flesh  denotes  evils,  which  are 
goods  adulterated ;  and  from  the  signification  of  eating,  as  de¬ 
noting  to  consume,  but  in  this  case  to  reject  altogether,  because 
treating  of  the  Reformed,  who  have  rejected  the  works  or  goods 
of  Babylon,  which  chiefly  consist  in  gifts  offered  to  the  idols  of 
their  saints,  to  their  sepulchres,  likewise  to  monasteries  and 
to  the  monks  themselves,  for  expiations  of  various  kinds. 
That  by  the  same  words  is  also  understood  manifestation  that 
they  were  destitute  of  all  good,  follows  of  consequence,  for  when 
spurious  and  meritorious  goods  are  rejected,  which  are  signified 
by  the  flesh  which  they  should  eat,  then  it  is  manifested  that 
they  are  destitute  of  all  good.  Flesh,  in  the  Word,  has  various 
significations ;  it  signifies  man*s  proprium,  thus  either  his  good 
or  evil,  and  thence  also  the  whole  man,  but  in  the  supreme 
sense,  it  signifies  the  Divine  Human  [principle]  of  the  Lord, 
specifically  the  divine  good  of  divine  love  which  proceeds  from 
Him.  That  flesh  signifies  the  Divine  Human  [principle]  as  to 
the  good  of  love,  appears  in  John:  “ Jesus  said ,  I  am  the  living 
bread ,  which  cometh  down  from  heaven ;  if  any  one  eat  of  this 
bread ,  he  shall  live  for  ever .  The  bread  which  I  will  give  is  My 
flesh ,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world .  The  Jews ,  there¬ 
fore,  strove  amongst  themselves ,  saying ,  how  can  this  man  give  His 
flesh  to  eat  ?  Jesus  therefore  said  unto  them ,  verily ,  verily ,  I  say 
unto  you ,  unless  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man ,  and  drink  His 
blood ,  ye  have  no  life  in  you :  he  who  eateth  My  flesh  and  drink - 
eth  My  blood ,  hath  eternal  life ,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last 
day,  for  My  flesh  is  meat  indeed  and  My  blood  is  drink  indeed: 
he  who  eateth  My  flesh  and  drinketh  My  blood,  dwelleth  in  Me 
and  I  in  him .  This  is  the  bread  which  cometh  down  from  heaven” 
vi.  51 — 58:  that  by  flesh  is  here  meant  the  proprium  of  the 
Lord*s  Divine  Human  [principle],  which  is  the  divine  good  of 
divine  love,  is  manifestly  evident,  and  it  is  that  which  in  the  holy 
supper  is  called  His  body ;  that  the  body  or  flesh  in  the  holy 
supper  is  divine  good,  and  the  blood  divine  truth,  may  be  seen 
above,  n.  329 ;  and  whereas  bread  and  wine  signify  the  same 
with  flesh  and  blood,  bread  divine  good  and  wine  divine  truth, 
therefore  these  were  commanded  in  their  place.  Divine  good 
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from  the  Lord  was  also  signified  by  the  flesh  of  the  sacrifices, 
which  Aaron  and  his  sons  might  eat,  also  they  who  sacrificed 
and  others  who  were  clean  ;  and  that  it  was  holy,  may  be  seen 
in  Exodus  xii.  7,  8,  9;  chap.  xxix.  30 — 34  ;  Levit.  vii.  15 — 21 : 
chap.  viii.  31  :  Deut.  xii.  27 ;  chap.  xvi.  4 :  wherefore  if  an  un¬ 
clean  person  ate  of  that  flesh,  he  was  to  be  cut  off  from  his 
people,  Levit.  vii.  21 :  that  these  things  were  called  bread,  may 
be  seen  in  Levit.  xxii.  6,  7>  and  other  places  :  that  that  flesh 
was  called  the  flesh  of  holiness,  Jerem.  xi.  15;  Haggai  ii.  12: 
and  the  flesh  of  the  offering,  which  was  to  be  upon  the  tables  in 
the  Lord^s  kingdom,  Ezek.  xl.  43.  The  Lord^s  Divine  Human 
[principle]  is  also  called  flesh  in  John :  “  The  Word  was  made 
flesh ,  and  dwelt  amongst  us ,  and  we  saw  His  glory ,  the  glory  as 
of  the  Only  begotten  of  the  Father f  i.  14.  That  flesh  also  sig¬ 
nified  good  with  man,  may  appear  from  the  following  passages; 
thus  in  Ezekiel :  “  I  will  give  them  one  heart ,  and  I  will  give  a 
new  spirit  in  the  midst  of  you,  and  I  will  remove  the  heart  of  stone 
out  of  their  flesh,  and  will  give  them  a  heart  of  flesh,”  xi.  19  : 
chap,  xxxvi.  26  :  the  heart  of  flesh  is  the  will  and  love  of  good. 
And  in  David :  “  God,  Thou  art  my  God,  in  the  morning  I  seek 
Thee,  my  soul  thirsteth  for  Thee,  my  flesh  desireth  Thee,  in  a  land 
of  drought,  and  I  am  weary  without  waters ,”  Psalm  lxiii.  2: 
again  :  “  My  soul  desireth  towards  the  courts  of  Jehovah,  my 
heart  and  my  flesh  jubilate  towards  the  living  God,”  Psalm  lxxxiii. 
3;  by  the  flesh  which  desireth  Jehovah,  and  which  jubilates 
towards  the  living  God,  is  signified  man  as  to  the  good  of  the 
will-principle  :  for  the  flesh  of  man  corresponds  to  the  good  or 
evil  of  his  will,  and  the  blood  to  the  truth  or  the  false  of  his 
understanding,  in  the  present  case  the  good  of  the  will  is  denoted 
by  flesh,  because  it  desireth  Jehovah,  and  jubilates  unto  God. 
So  in  Job:  “I  have  known  my  Redeemer,  He  liveth,  and  at  the 
last  shall  arise  upon  the  dust,  and  afterwards  these  things  shall 
be  encompassed  with  my  skin,  and  from  my  flesh  I  shall  see  God,” 
xix.  25,  26,  27  :  to  see  God  from  his  flesh  signifies  from  his 
voluntary  proprium  made  new  from  the  Lord,  thus  from  good. 
And  in  Ezekiel :  “  I  will  give  upon  the  bones,  which  were  seen  in 
the  midst  of  the  valley,  nerves,  and  I  will  cause  flesh  to  come  up 
upon  them,  and  I  will  cover  them  with  skin,  and  I  will  give  spirit 
in  them,,  that  they  may  live,”  xxxvii.  6,  8  :  where  also  by  flesh  is 
signified  the  proprium  of  the  wfili  made  new  from  the  Lord, 
consequently  good;  what  is  there  signified  by  the  bones  and  by 
the  rest,  may  be  seen  above,  n.  418,  419,  665.  And  in  the 
Apocalypse :  “  Come  and  gather  yourselves  together*  to  the  supper 
of  the  great  God,  that  ye  may  eat  the  flesh  of  kings,  and  the  flesh 
of  captains,  and  the  flesh  of  the  mighty,  and  the  flesh  of  horses, 
and  of  them  that  sit  upon  them,  and  the  flesh  of  all,  free  and 
bond,  small  and  great,”  Apoc.  xix.  17,  18;  Ezek.  xxxix.  17,  18, 
19:  that  flesh  here  does  not  mean  flesh,  but  goods  of  every 
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kind,  is  manifest.  But  on  the  other  hand,  that  by  flesh  is  sig¬ 
nified  the  voluntary  proprium  of  man,  which,  viewed  in  itself, 
is  evil,  appears  from  the  following  passages ;  thus  in  Isaiah ; 
“  A  man  shall  eat  the  flesh  of  his  own  arm  ,”  ix.  19  ;  again  :  “  I  will 
feed  thine  oppressors  with  their  own  flesh”  xlix.  26:  and  in  Jere¬ 
miah  :  “  I  will  feed  you  with  the  flesh  of  their  sons ,  and  with  the 
flesh  of  their  daughters ,  and  they  shall  devour  every  man  the  flesh 
of  his  companion”  xix.  9  :  and  in  Zechariah :  “  The  rest  shall  eat 
every  one  the  flesh  of  another,”  ix.  9  :  and  in  Moses:  “I  will 
chastise  you  seven  fold  on  account  of  your  sins ,  and  ye  shall  eat 
the  flesh  of  your  sons ,  and  the  flesh  of  your  daughters  ,”  Levit. 
xx vi.  28,  29  :  again  in  Jeremiah :  “  Cursed  is  the  man  who  con - 
fideth  in  man ,  and  maketh  flesh  his  arm,”  xvii.  5  :  where  by  flesh 
is  signified  the  proprium  of  man,  which  in  itself  is  evil,  the  ap¬ 
propriation  whereof  is  signified  by  eating  and  feeding  upon  it. 
The  same  is  likewise  signified  by  flesh  in  Matthew:  “Jesus 
said,  blessed  art  thou,  Simon,  because  flesh  and  blood  hath  not  re¬ 
vealed  this  unto  thee,”  xvi.  17  :  and  in  John:  “As  many  as  re¬ 
ceived  him  to  them  gave  He  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  who 
were  born  not  of  bloods,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will 
of  man,  but  of  God,”  i.  12,  13:  and  in  Ezekiel:  “Jerusalem 
hath  committed  whoredom  with  the  sons  of  Egypt  her  neighbours, 
great  in  flesh,”  xvi.  26  :  and  in  Isaiah  :  “Egypt  is  man  and  not 
God,  and  his  horses  are  flesh  and  not  spirit,”  xxxi.  3  :  and  in 
John :  “  It  is  the  spirit  which  vivifieth ;  the  flesh  profit eth  nothing ,” 
vi.  63 :  “  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  that  which  is 
generated  of  the  spirit  is  spirit,”  iii.  6 :  and  in  David  :  “  God  re¬ 
membered  that  they  were  flesh,  a  breath  that  passeth  away  and 
returneth  not  again f  Psalm  lxxviii.  39:  the  evil  of  maifs  will, 
which  is  his  proprium  from  nativity,  is  signified  in  those  pas¬ 
sages  by  flesh ;  likewise  by  the  flesh  “  which  the  sons  of  Israel 
lusted  after  in  the  wilderness,  and  on  account  of  which  they  were 
smitten  with  a  great  plague,  and  from  which  the  place  was  called 
a  sepulchre  of  concupiscences,”  Numb.  xi.  4 — 33.  Moreover,  in 
the  Word  throughout,  mention  is  made  of  all  flesh,  and  thereby 
is  understood  every  man,  as  in  Gen.  vi.  12,  13,  l7>  19;  Isaiah 
xl.  5,  6;  chap.  xlix.  26;  chap.  lxvi.  16,  23,  24;  Jerem.  xxv. 
31  ;  chap,  xxxii.  27  ;  chap.  xlv.  5 ;  Ezek.  xx.  48;  chap.  xxi. 

4,  5,  and  elsewhere. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word .  The 

reason  why  the  spiritual  principle  by  influx  presents  what  is 
correspondent  to  itself  in  the  natural  is,  in  order  that  the  end 
may  become  the  cause,  and  the  cause  become  the  effect, 
and  thus  that  the  end,  by  the  cause,  in  the  effect,  may  exhibit 
itself  visible  and  sensible:  this  trine,  viz.  end,  cause,  and  effect,  is 
given  from  creation  in  every  heaven,  the  end  is  the  good  of  love, 
the  cause  is  truth  from  that  good,  and  the  effect  is  use  ;  thus 
love  is  the  producing  principle,  whence  the  product  is  of  love 
from  good  by  truth :  the  ultimate  products,  which  are  in  our 
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world,  are  various,  as  many  as  are  the  subjects  in  the  three 
kingdoms  of  nature,  the  animal,  the  vegetable,  and  the  mineral; 
all  products  are  correspondences.  Inasmuch  as  this  trine,  viz., 
end,  cause  and  effect,  is  given  in  every  heaven,  therefore  also  in 
every  heaven  are  given  products,  which  are  correspondences, 
which,  as  to  form  and  aspect,  are  like  the  subjects  in  the  three 
kingdoms  of  our  earth  :  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  each 
heaven  as  to  outward  appearance  is  similar  to  our  earth,  with  a 
difference  as  to  excellence  and  beauty  according  to  degrees.  Now 
inasmuch  as  the  Word  cannot  be  made  to  appear  unless  from 
correspondences,  in  order  that  it  may  be  full,  viz.,  may  consist 
of  effects,  in  which  the  cause  and  the  end  are  contained,  or  of 
uses,  in  which  truth  is  the  cause,  and  good  is  the  end,  and 
love  is  the  producing  [principle],  it  follows  that  the  Word  in 
each  heaven  is  similar  to  the  Word  in  our  world,  with  a  differ¬ 
ence  as  to  excellence  and  beauty  according  to  degrees :  the 
nature  and  quality  of  this  difference,  shall  be  explained  elsewhere. 

1083.  “And  shall  burn  her  with  fire” — That  hereby  is  signi¬ 
fied  rejection  of  the  whole  of  that  religion  so  called,  which  has 
profaned  the  holy  things  of  the  church  by  the  love  of  ruling  over 
them  and  over  heaven,  appears  from  the  signification  of  burning 
with  fire,  as  denoting  to  destroy  those  things  of  the  church 
which  are  profaned  by  the  love  of  ruling,  for  the  punishment  of 
the  profanation  of  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  was,  to  be 
burned  with  fire,  by  reason  that  that  fire  represented  the  fire  of 
hell,  and  to  be  burned  signified  to  perish  thereby,  and  the  fire  of 
hell  is  the  love  of  ruling.  The  reason  why  the  punishment  of 
such  profanation  is  here  signified  by  being  burned  with  fire,  is 
evident,  inasmuch  as  it  is  predicated  of  Babylon  as  a  whore, 
whereby  is  signified  the  profanation  of  the  holy  things  of  the 
church  by  the  diabolic  love  of  ruling  over  them.  Similar 
hereto  is  what  is  signified  by  Tophet  in  the  valley  of  Hinnom, 
where  they  burnt  their  sons  and  daughters,  whereby,  in  the 
spiritual  sense,  is  also  signified  the  profanation  of  the  truths 
and  goods  of  the  church,  by  sons  the  truths  thereof,  and  by 
daughters  the  goods  thereof :  nearly  similar  also  is  what  is  sig¬ 
nified  by  the  valley  of  Achor,  where  Achan,  who  took  of  the 
cursed  things,  after  being  stoned,  was  burnt  with  fire.  From 
these  considerations  it  may  appear,  that  by  burning  the  whore 
with  fire,  is  signified  the  rejection  of  the  whole  of  that  religion, 
so  called,  which  has  profaned  the  holy  things  of  the  church,  by 
the  love  of  ruling  over  them  and  over  heaven.  The  rejection 
by  the  Reformed  is  understood,  according  to  what  was  said 

above. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word .  Inasmuch  as  a 

trine  [threefold  principle]  is  in  every  part  of  the  Word,  one 
within  the  other,  and  this  trine  is  like  that  of  effect,  cause,  and 
end,  it  follows  that  there  are  three  senses  in  the  Word,  one 
within  the  other,  viz.,  a  natural,  a  spiritual,  and  a  celestial,  a 
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a  natural  sense  for  the  world,  a  spiritual  sense  for  the  heavens 
of  the  Lord  s  spiritual  kingdom,  and  a  celestial  sense  for  the 
heavens  of  His  celestial  kingdom  :  that  all  the  heavens  are  dis- 
tinguished  into  two  kingdoms,  the  spiritual  and  the  celestial, 

may  be  seen  in  the  work  concerning  Heaven  and  Hell,  n.  20 _ 

28.  Now  whereas  one  sense  is  within  the  other,  the  first  which 
is  the  sense  of  the  letter  for  the  natural  world,  the  second  which 
is  the  internal  for  the  spiritual  kingdom,  and  the  third  which  is 
the  inmost  for  the  celestial  kingdom,  it  follows  that  the  natural 
man  draws  thence  his  sense,  the  spiritual  angel  his,  and  the 
celestial  angel  his,  thus  every  one  what  is  analogous  and  agree¬ 
able  to  his  own  essence  and  nature ;  this  takes  place  when  the 
Word  is  read  by  a  man  whom  the  Lord  leads.  But  this  shall 
be  illustrated  by  examples ;  when  this  precept  of  the  decalogue 
is  read,  “  Thou  shalt  honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother,”  man  in 
the  world  by  father  and  mother  understands  the  father  and 
mother  on  earth,  as  also  all  who  are  or  can  be  in  the  place  of  a 
father  and  mother,  and  by  honouring  he  understands  to  have 
them  in  honour;  whereas  an  angel  of  the  Lord’s  spiritual  king- 
dom  by  father  understands  the  divine  good,  and  by  mother  the 
divine  truth,  and  by  honouring  he  understands  to  love;  but 
an  angel  of  the  celestial  kingdom  by  Father  understands  the 
Lord,  and  by  mother,  heaven  and  the  church,  and  by  honouring 
he  understands  doing  or  acting.  When  the  fifth  precept  of  the 
decalogue  is  read,  «  Thou  shalt  not  steal,  man  by  stealing  un- 
derstands  to  steal  and  defraud,  by  taking  away  under  any  pre- 
tence  his  neighbour’s  goods ;  whereas  an  angel  of  the  spiritual 
kingdom  for  stealing  understands  the  depriving  another  of  his 
truths  and  goods  by  his  falses  and  evils:  but  an  angel  of  the 
celestial  kingdom  by  not  stealing  understands  the  not  attri¬ 
buting  to  himself  the  things  which  are  the  Lord’s,  as  the  good 
of  love  and  the  truth  of  faith,  whereby  good  becomes  not  good, 
and  truth  not  truth,  because  from  man.  When  the  sixth  pre¬ 
cept  is  read,  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery ,  man  understands 
thereby  the  committing  adultery  and  whoredom,  likewise  filthy 
thoughts,  lascivious  discourse,  and  obscene  actions;  whereas 
an  angel  of  the  spiritual  kingdom  for  committing  adultery  un¬ 
derstands  the  falsifying  the  truths  of  the  Word,  and  adulterat¬ 
es  the  goods  thereof,  but  an  angel  of  the  celestial  kingdom  un¬ 
derstands  thereby  the  blasphemations  of  the  Lord,  of  heaven 
and  the  church.  When  the  seventh  precept  is  read.  Thou 
shalt  not  kill ,  man  by  killing  understands  also  to  bear  hatred 
and  desire  revenge  even  to  murder;  whereas  the  angel  of  the 
spiritual  kingdom  thereby  understands  the  killing  of  man’s  soul 
by  scandal  of  the  life  and  by  reasonings,  whereby  man  becomes 
spiritually  dead ;  but  the  angel  of  the  celestial  kingdom  by 
killing  understands  the  inducing  man  to  believe  that  there  is  no 
God,  likewise  no  heaven  nor  hell ;  for  thereby  man  perishes 
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as  to  his  eternal  life.  When  the  eighth  precept  is  read.  Thou 
shalt  not  bear  false  witness ,  man  by  false  witness  understands 
also  lying  and  defamation ;  whereas  an  angel  of  the  spiritual 
kingdom  by  false  witnessing  understands  the  saying,  confirming, 
and  persuading,  that  what  is  false  is  true  and  that  evil  is  good, 
or  on  the  other  hand,  that  truth  is  false,  and  good  is  evil ;  but 
the  angel  of  the  celestial  kingdom  by  false  witnessing  under¬ 
stands  every  thing  false  against  the  Lord,  and  against  heaven 
in  favour  of  hell.  From  these  examples  it  is  evident,  how  man 
from  the  Word  in  the  letter  draws  and  calls  forth  a  natural 
sense,  the  spiritual  angel  a  spiritual  sense,  and  the  celestial  angel 
a  celestial  sense,  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  the  wood  of  a 
tree  extracts  its  own  juice,  the  leaves  their  own,  and  the  fruit 
its  own,  from  the  same  earth ;  and  >vhat  is  wonderful,  this  is 
effected  in  an  instant,  without  the  angel  knowing  what  man 
thinks,  or  man  what  the  angel  thinks,  and  yet  notwithstanding 
their  thoughts  make  one  by  correspondences,  like  end,  cause, 
and  effect:  ends  are  also  actually  in  the  celestial  kingdom, 
causes  in  the  spiritual  kingdom,  and  effects  in  the  natural  world. 

1084.  “  Because  God  hath  given  into  their  heart  to  execute 
His  sentence” — That  hereby  is  signified  these  things  from  the 
Lord,  that  they  should  altogether  recede,  appears  from  the  sig¬ 
nification  of  giving  into  their  hearts,  as  denoting  to  inspire 
affection,  for  by  the  heart  is  signified  the  will  and  love,  thus 
affection,  which  is  the  will  and  love  in  its  continuity ;  by  God, 
of  whom  this  is  said,  is  understood  the  Lord,  because  there  is 
no  other  God  of  heaven  and  earth;  and  from  the  signification  of 
executing  His  sentence,  viz.  upon  the  whore,  as  denoting  those 
things  which  are  said  in  the  preceding  verse,  that  they  should 
make  her  desolate  and  naked,  eat  her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with 
fire,  whereby  is  summarily  signified,  that  they  should  altogether 
reject  the  profane  things  of  Babylon,  and  recede  from  them ;  as 

also  was  done  by  the  Reformed. - l Continuation  concerning  the 

Word.  As  it  is  established  from  creation  that  the  end,  cause, 
and  effect,  should  together  make  one,  so  also  it  is  established 
from  creation  that  the  heavens  with  the  church  in  the  earths 
should  make  one,  but  this  by  the  Word,  whilst  it  is  read  by 
man  from  the  love  of  truth  and  good ;  for  this  is  the  end  for 
which  the  Word  was  given  by  the  Lord,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  a  perpetual  conjunction  of  the  angels  of  heaven  with 
men  of  the  earth,  and  also  perpetual  communication  according 
to  conjunction ;  without  this  medium  there  would  not  be  any 
conjunction  and  communication  with  heaven  in  this  earth.  The 
conjunction  and  communication  is  instantaneous,  the  reason 
whereof  is,  because  all  things  of  the  Word  in  its  literal  sense 
are  as  effects,  in  which  the  cause  and  the  end  are  together, 
and  the  effects  which  are  in  the  Word  are  called  uses,  the 
causes  thereof  truths,  and  the  ends  thereof  goods,  and  the 
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divine  love,  which  is  the  Lord,  unites  together  those  three  with 
the  man  who  is  in  the  affection  of  uses  from  the  Word.  In 
what  manner  the  natural  sense  is  drawn  and  called  forth  by- 
man  from  the  letter  of  the  Word,  the  spiritual  sense  by  the 
spiritual  angel,  and  the  celestial  sense  by  the  celestial  angel, 
and  this  in  the  same  instant,  whence  comes  communication 
and  conjunction,  shall  be  illustrated  by  comparisons,  first  by 
something  in  the  animal  kingdom,  afterwards  by  something  in 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  lastly  by  something  in  the  mineral 
kingdom.  From  the  Animal  Kingdom,  the  comparison 
shall  be  made  with  food,  from  which,  whilst  it  is  converted  into 
chyle,  the  vessels  draw  and  call  forth  their  blood,  the  fibres  of 
the  nerves  their  juice,  and  the  substances  which  are  the  origins 
of  fibres  their  spirit,  which  is  called  the  animal  spirit,  and  this 
by  the  vital  heat,  which  in  its  essence  is  love  :  the  vessels,  the 
fibres  and  the  substances  which  are  their  origins,  are  distinct 
from  each  other,  and  yet  act  as  one,  in  the  body  throughout, 
and  thus  together  in  the  same  instant.  From  the  Vegetable 
Kingdom.  The  tree  with  its  trunk  and  branches,  leaves  and 
fruits,  stand  upon  its  root,  and  from  the  ground,  where  its  root 
is,  extracts  and  calls  forth  juice  of  a  grosser  kind  for  the  trunk 
and  branches,  of  a  purer  kind  for  the  leaves,  and  of  the  purest 
kind,  which  is  also  more  noble,  for  the  fruits  and  for  the  seeds 
therein  contained,  and  this  is  effected  by  the  heat  from  the 
sun  ;  in  this  case  the  branches,  the  leaves,  and  the  fruit,  although 
they  are  distinct  from  each  other,  still  act  together,  and  in  an 
instant  extract  from  the  same  ground  aliments  of  such  different 
purity  and  nobleness.  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom.  In 
the  bosom  of  the  earth,  in  certain  places,  are  minerals  impreg¬ 
nated  with  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  iron;  from  the  vapours 
recondite  in  the  earth  the  gold  attracts  its  element,  the  silver 
its  element,  the  copper  and.  iron  theirs,  and  this  by  a  certain 
principle  of  unknown  heat,  distinctly,  together,  and  in  an  in¬ 
stant.  As  by  comparisons  from  natural  things  it  is  allowable 
to  illustrate  things  spiritual,  therefore  these  are  adduced  by 
way  of  illustrating  how  from  the  Word  in  its  ultimates,  which 
is  the  sense  of  the  letter,  can  be  drawn,  called  forth,  extracted, 
and  sublimated,  things  interior,  which  are  things  spiritual  and 
celestial,  whereby  the  man  of  the  church  has  communication 
and  conjunction  with  the  heavens :  such  comparisons  also  may 
justly  be  made,  inasmuch  as  all  things  which  are  in  the  three 
kingdoms  of  nature,  the  animal,  the  vegetable,  and  the  mineral, 
correspond  to  the  spiritual  things  which  are  in  the  three  heavens; 
as  the  food  of  the  body,  with  which  comparison  is  made,  cor¬ 
responds  to  the  food  of  the  soul,  which  is  science,  intelligence, 
and  wisdom.  A  tree,  by  which  also  comparison  is  made,  cor¬ 
responds  to  man,  the  tree  to  man  himself,  the  wood  to  his 
good^  the  leaves  to  his  truths,  and  the  fruits  to  his  uses ;  in 
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like  manner  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  iron,  correspond  to  goods 
and  truths,  gold  to  celestial  good,  silver  to  spiritual  truth, 
copper  to  natural  good,  and  iron  to  natural  truth ;  for  the  same 
reason  also  those  things  have  similar  significations  where  they 
are  mentioned  in  the  Word;  and  what  is  wonderful,  the  purer 
things  or  principles  are  contained  in  what  is  grosser,  and  are 
thence  extracted,  as  the  animal  spirit  and  nervous  juices  are 
contained  in  the  blood,  from  which  the  originary  substances  and 
nervous  fibres  draw  and  extract  their  allotted  portions ;  in  like 
manner,  fruits  and  leaves  extract  theirs  from  the  gross  fluid 
which  is  brought  up  from  the  ground  by  the  wood  and  its  bark, 
and  so  on  ;  thus,  comparatively,  as  from  the  literal  sense  of  the 
Word  are  drawn  and  called  forth  the  purer  senses,  according  to 
what  has  been  said  above. 

1085.  “  And  to  execute  one  sentence” — That  hereby  is  sig¬ 
nified  unanimously,  appears  from  the  signification  of  executing 
one  sentence,  as  denoting  unanimously,  for  when  by  its  being 
given  into  their  heart  to  execute  the  sentence  of  the  whore,  is 
signified  that  they  should  altogether  recede  from  the  profane 
things  of  Babylon,  then  by  executing  one  sentence  is  signified 
unanimity  therein.  This  unanimity  appears  in  the  case  of  the 
Reformed,  who  are  divided  into  three  churches,  one  of  which 
has  embraced  the  doctrine  of  Luther,  another  that  of  Calvin, 
and  the  third  that  of  Melanchton,  but  still  all  three  have  alto¬ 
gether  receded  from  the  profanities  of  Babylon :  this  therefore 
is  what  is  signified  by  executing  one  sentence,  as  may  be  seen 
just  above,  n.  1084. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word,  In¬ 

asmuch  as  there  are  three  senses  in  the  Word,  a  natural,  a  spi¬ 
ritual,  and  a  celestial,  and  inasmuch  as  the  natural  sense  thereof, 
which  is  the  sense  of  the  letter,  is  the  continent  of  the  two  other 
senses,  the  spiritual  and  th^  celestial  sense,  it  follows  that  the 
literal  sense  of  the  Word  is  the  basis  of  those  senses ;  and  inas¬ 
much  as  the  angels  of  the  three  heavens  receive  their  wisdom 
from  the  Lord  by  the  Word  with  them,  and  their  Words  make 
one  with  our  Word  by  correspondences,  it  also  follows,  that 
the  literal  sense  of  our  Word  is  the  basis,  support,  and  firma¬ 
ment,  of  the  wisdom  of  the  angels  of  heaven  ;  for  the  heavens 
subsist  upon  the  human  race,  as  a  house  upon  its  foundation, 
hence  the  wisdom  of  the  angels  of  heaven,  in  like  manner,  sub¬ 
sists  upon  the  science,  intelligence,  and  wisdom  of  men,  derived 
from  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word;  for,  as  was  said  above,  by 
the  literal  sense  communication  and  conjunction  with  the 
heavens  is  effected.  Hence  it  is  that  it  has  been  so  ordered  of 
the  Divine  Providence  of  the  Lord,  that  the  Word  as  to  the 
literal  sense,  from  its  first  revelation,  should  not  be  mutilated, 
not  even  as  to  a  word  and  letter  in  the  original  text,  for  every 
word  is  a  support,  and,  in  some  degree,  even  a  letter.  From 
these  considerations  it  may  appear  how  profane  it  is  to  falsify 
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the  truths  and  adulterate  the  goods  of  the  Word,  and  how  in¬ 
fernal  it  is  to  deny  or  weaken  the  sanctity  thereof ;  as  soon  as 
this  is  done  by  the  man  of  the  church,  heaven  becomes  shut 
against  him;  the  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Spirit  which 
cannot  be  remitted,  is  the  blasphemation  of  the  Word  by  those 
who  deny  its  sanctity.  Inasmuch  as  the  Word  is  the  basis  of 
the  heavens,  and  it  was  altogether  adulterated  and  falsified  by 
the  Jewish  nation  by  traditions  and  applications  of  the  sense  of 
the  letter  to  favour  their  evil  loves,  therefore,  lest  the  heavens 
should  be  endangered,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  angels  there  be 
infatuated,  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  descend  from  heaven  and  to 
put  on  the  Human  [principle],  and  become  the  Word,  as  is 
evident  in  John  chap.  i.  verse  14,  and  thus  to  restore  the  state 
of  heaven. 

1086.  “  And  to  give  their  kingdom  to  the  beast” — That 
hereby  is  signified,  acknowledgment  of  the  Word  for  divine, 
and  the  foundation  of  the  church  thereupon,  appears  from  the 
signification  of  giving  a  kingdom,  as  denoting  the  church ;  for 
by  a  kingdom,  in  the  Word,  is  signified  the  church  as  to  truth, 
and  by  dominion  the  church  as  to  good ;  and  from  the  significa¬ 
tion  of  the  beast,  as  denoting  the  Word,  concerning  which  see 
above,  n.  1038  :  hence  to  give  a  kingdom  to  the  beast  signifies 
to  give  the  church  to  the  Word,  or  what  is  the  same,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Word,  and  to  establish  and  found  the  church 
upon  it.  From  the  things  related  in  this  verse,  likewise  from 
those  in  verses  11,  12,  13,  16,  concerning  the  beast,  it  is  mani¬ 
fest,  that  by  the  beast  is  signified  the  Word,  received  and  still 
rejected  by  those  who  are  signified  by  the  whore,  and  yet  vin¬ 
dicated  by  others  both  within  Babylon  and  without  it.  The 
reason  why  the  Word  may  be  meant  by  a  beast,  is,  because  both 
a  lion  and  a  lamb  are  beasts,  and  yet  the  Lord  is  constantly 
understood  by  them  where  they  are  mentioned  in  the  Word; 
likewise,  because  sheep,  kids,  rams,  goats,  and  heifers,  also 
are  beasts,  and  yet  they  are  used  continually  in  the  Word  to 
denote  the  holy  things  of  heaven  and  the  church ;  in  a  former 
part  of  this  book,  also,  by  the  beast  which  ascended  out  of  the 
earth  are  signified  confirmations  from  the  Word  in  favour  of 
faith  separated,  as  may  be  seen,  n.  815  :  the  signification  of  the 
beast  here  mentioned  is  also  evident  from  the  circumstances 
related  concerning  it,  as  in  verse  13,  that  the  ten  kings  gave 
their  power  to  the  beast,  and  in  the  verses  now  explaining,  16 
and  17,  that  they  should  give  their  kingdom  to  the  beast,  who 
notwithstanding  were  those  who  made  the  whore  desolate,  ate 
her  flesh,  and  burned  her  in  the  fire.  The  reason  why  the 
whore  was  seen  sitting  upon  it,  was,  because  Babylon  founded 
her  domination  upon  some  passages  in  the  Word,  as  upon  the 
words  of  the  Lord  to  Peter  concerning  the  keys,  and  others  : 
the  like  is  also  signified  where  it  is  said  of  the  whore,  that  she 
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sat  upon  many  waters,  and  in  another  place  upon  treasures, 
likewise  where  she  is  described  as  clothed  in  purple  and  scarlet, 
and  decked  with  gold  and  precious  stones  and  pearls,  also 
having  in  her  hand  a  golden  cup,  verses  1 — 4  of  this  chapter  • 

likewise  Jeremiah  li.  13. - Continuation  concerning  the  TVord. 

There  is  successive  order  and  there  is  simultaneous  order;  in 
'  successive  order  things  pure  and  perfect  appear  above,  and 
those  which  are  less  pure  and  perfect  appear  below;  the  three 
heavens  are  m  successive  order,  one  above  another,  and  in  the 
superior  heavens  all  things  are  pure  and  perfect,  and  in  the 
inferior  less  pure  and  less  perfect :  simultaneous  order  exists  in 
inferior  things,  and  more  fully  in  the  lowest,  for  things  superior 
let  themselves  down  and  repose  themselves  in  the  order  which 
is  called  simultaneous,  in  which  the  pure  and  perfect  things 
which  were  superior,  are  in  the  midst  or  centre,  and  the  less 
pure  and  perfect  things,  which  were  inferior,  are  in  the  circum¬ 
ferences  :  hence  it  is  that  in  the  ultimates  are  all  things  together 
in  simultaneous  order  which  existed  in  successive  order.  Now, 
inasmuch  as  all  superior  things  repose  themselves  in  those 
which  are  the  lowest  in  simultaneous  order,  it  follows,  that  in 
the  ultimates  of  the  Word,  which  are  the  literal  sense  thereof, 
are  contained  all  things  of  divine  truth  and  of  divine  good,  even 
from  their  first  principles :  and  whereas  all  things  of  divine 
good  and  divine  truth,  in  their  ultimate,  which  is  the  literal 
sense  of  the  Word,  are  together,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  the 
,  power  of  divine  truth,  yea,  the  omnipotence  of  the  Lord,  in 
saving  man;  for  the  Lord,  when  He  operates,  does  not  operate 
from  first  principles  by  mediates  into  ultimates,  but  from  first 
principles  by  ultimates,  and  so  into  mediates,  whence  it  is  that 
in  the  Word  He  is  called  the  First  and  the  Last;  and  hence  it 
is  that  the  Lord  assumed  the  Human  [principle],  which  in  the 
world  was  divine  truth  or  the  Word,  and  that  He  glorified  it 
even  to  the  ultimates,  which  are  the  flesh  and  bones,  in  order 
that  He  might  operate  from  first  principles  by  ultimates  from 
Himself,  and  not,  as  before,  from  man.  This  power  in  ulti¬ 
mates  was  represented  by  the  hair  with  the  Nazarites,  as  with 
Samson,  for  the  hair  corresponds  to  the  ultimates  of  divine 
truth.  This  also  was  the  reason  that,  in  ancient  tiijies,  it  was 
disgraceful  to  induce  baldness.  The  reason  why  the  boys,  who 
called  Elisha  bald-head,  were  torn  in  pieces  by  bears,  was,  be¬ 
cause  Elisha  and  Elias  represented  the  Word,  and  the  Word 
without  the  literal  sense,  which  is  a  head  without  hair,  is 
without  all  power,  and  thus  is  no  longer  the  Word ;  bears  sig¬ 
nify  those  who  are  in  strength  from  the  ultimates  of  truth 
The  power  in  the  Word  in  the  sense  of  the  letter,  is  the  power 
of  opening  heaven,  by  virtue  whereof  communication  and  con¬ 
junction  is  effected,  and  also  the  power  of  fighting  against  falses 
and  evils,  thus  against  the  hells :  a  man  who  is  in  genuine  truths 
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from  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word,  can  cast  down  and  dissipate 
all  the  diabolical  crew,  and  their  arts,  in  which  they  place  their 
power,  which  are  innumerable,  and  this  in  a  moment,  by  intuition 
alone,  and  by  an  effort  of  the  will.  In  fine,  in  the  spiritual  world 
nothing  can  resist  the  power  of  genuine  truth,  confirmed  from 
the  literal  sense  of  the  Word. 

1087-  “  Until  the  words  of  God  shall  be  consummated” — 
That  hereby  is  signified,  even  to  the  last  state  of  the  church, 
when  judgment  takes  place,  and  afterwards  a  new  state,  appears 
from  the  signification  of  being  consummated,  as  denoting  to 
have  an  end,  specifically  when  there  is  no  longer  any  good  and 
truth  of  doctrine  and  life  remaining,  thus  when  it  is  the  last 
state  of  the  church ;  that  consummation  signifies  the  last  state  of 
the  church,  may  be  seen,  n.  624, 911;  and  whereas  when  it  is  the 
last  state  of  the  church,  there  comes  a  last  judgment,  and  after  it  a 
new  church  is  established  by  the  Lord,  therefore  by  being  con¬ 
summated  is  signified  the  last  state  of  the  church,  when  the 
last  judgment  takes  place,  and  afterwards  a  new  state ;  and 
from  the  signification  of  the  words  of  God,  as  denoting  pre¬ 
dictions  in  the  Word,  wherefore  by  the  words  of  God  being 
consummated,  is  signified  when  the  predictions  are  fulfilled. 
The  reason  why  it  is  said,  that  they  who  are  signified  by  the 
ten  horns  of  the  beast  shall  devastate  or  make  desolate  the 
whore,  eat  her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with  fire,  and  that  they  shall 
give  their  kingdom  to  the  beast,  until  the  words  of  God  shall 
be  consummated,  is,  because  they  who  have  altogether  receded 
from  Babylon  and  rejected  her  profanities,  are  also  then  de¬ 
vastated  as  to  all  the  goods  and  truths  of  heaven,  or  be¬ 
cause  they  have  equally  falsified  the  word,  not  from  a  prin¬ 
cipal  of  domination  over  the  holy  things  of  the  church  and 
over  heaven,  but  from  a  principle  of  separation  of  works  from 
faith,  after  which  separation  it  is  no  longer  given  to  live  from 
the  Lord,  but  from  self  and  from  the  world,  which  is  a  life  of 
evil  from  the  false;  wherefore  by  “until  the  Words  of  God 
shall  be  consummated”  is  also  understood,  when  they  also  are 
devastated. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word.  Now  inas¬ 

much  as  in  the  ultimate  sense  of  the  Word,  which  is  called  the 
sense  of  the  letter,  are  contained  all  interior  things,  viz.,  the 
spiritual  and  celestial  things  which  are  in  the  Words  of  the  three 
heavens,  together,  for  there  are  those  things  which  are  in  the 
Word  appertaining  to  the  angels  of  the  third  heaven,  in  its  in¬ 
most  contents,  and  those  which  are  in  the  Words  of  the  angels 
of  the  inferior  heavens,  in  its  middle  or  mediate  contents,  and 
these  are  encompassed  with  and  included  in  such  things  as  ex¬ 
ist  in  the  nature  of  our  world,  therefore  from  both  the  latter 
and  the  former  exists  the  literal  sense  of  our  Word.  Hence  it 
may  appear,  that  the  divine  truth  in  the  literal  sense  of  our 
Word  is  in  its  fulness.  That  is  called  full  which  contains  in 
itself  all  prior  principles,  even  from  the  first,  or  all  superior 
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principles  even  from  the  supreme,  the  ultimate  being  what  in¬ 
cludes  and  contains  them.  This  fulness  of  the  Word  may  be 
compared  with  a  common  vessel  of  marble,  in  which  are  innu¬ 
merable  lesser  vessels  of  chrystal,  and  in  these  still  more  innu¬ 
merable  of  precious  stones,  in  which  and  about  which  are  the 
most  exquisite  delicacies  of  heaven,  which  are  for  those  who 
from  the  Word  perform  noble  uses.  That  the  Word  is  of  such 
a  quality  does  not  appear  to  man  whilst  he  is  in  the  world,  but 
it  appears  to  him  most  clearly  when  he  becomes  an  angel.  In¬ 
asmuch  as  the  Word  in  ultimates  is  such,  it  follows,  that  it  is 
not  fully  the  Word  befowe  it  is  in  that  ultimate,  thus  before  it 
is  in  the  sense  of  the  letter,  for  without  this  it  would  be  as  a 
temple  in  the  air  and  not  on  the  earth,  or  as  a  man  in  flesh,  and 
not  at  the  same  time  in  bones.  And  whereas  divine  truth  in 
its  ultimates  is  in  its  fulness,  and  also  in  its  power,  for  whilst  it 
is  therein  it  is  together  in  all,  therefore  the  Lord  never  operates 
unless  from  first  principles  by  ultimates,  consequently  in  ful¬ 
ness  :  for  He  does  not  reform  and  regenerate  man  otherwise 
than  by  truths  in  ultimates,  which  are  natural  truths  ;  and  from 
this  circumstance  it  is,  that  such  as  is  the  quality  of  man  in  the 
world,  such  he  remains  after  his  departure  out  of  the  world  to 
eternity  :  it  is  from  the  same  circumstance  also,  that  heaven  and 
hell  are  from  the  human  race,  and  that  angels  are  not  imme¬ 
diately  created,  for  man  in  the  world  is  in  his  fulness,  wherefore 
he  can  there  be  conceived,  and  born,  and  afterwards  be  imbued 
with  science,  intelligence,  and  wisdom,  and  become  an  angel ; 
to  create  angels  otherwise  is  not  possible.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Lord  operates  all  things  from  first  principles  by  ultimates,  and 
in  ultimates  is  in  His  power  and  in  His  fulness,  therefore  it 
pleased  to  Lord  to  take  upon  Him  the  Human  [principle],  and 
to  be  made  divine  truth,  that  is,  the  Word,  and  thereby  from 
Himself  to  reduce  into  order  all  things  of  heaven,  and  all  things 
of  hell,  that  is  to  execute  a  last  judgment :  this  the  Lord  could 
accomplish  from  the  Divine  [principle]  in  Himself,  which  is  in 
first  [principles],  by  His  Human,  which  was  in  ultimates,  and 
not  from  his  presence  or  abode  in  the  men  of  the  church,  as 
formerly,  for  these  had  altogether  fallen  away  from  the  truths 
and  goods  of  the  Word,  in  which  the  Lord  had  before  His  ha¬ 
bitation  with  man.  This  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  Lord’s 
advent  into  the  world,  and  also  that  He  might  make  His  Human 
[principle]  Divine ;  for  thereby  He  put  himself  into  the  power 
of  keeping  all  things  of  heaven  and  all  things  of  hell  for  ever  in 
order ;  this  is  what  is  understood  by  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of 
God ,  Mark  xvi.  19  ;  the  right  hand  of  God  is  the  divine  omni¬ 
potence,  and  to  sit  at  the  right  hand  denotes  the  being  in  that 
omnipotence,  and  to  sit  at  the  right  hand  denotes  the  being  in 
that  omnipotence  by  the  Human  [principle]  :  that  the  Lord  as¬ 
cended  into  heaven  with  the  Human  [principle]  glorified  even 
to  the  ultimates,  He  himself  witnesses  in  Luke :  “  Jesus  said 


505 


No.  1088.]  APOCALYPSE  EXPLAINED. 

unto  his  disciples,  see  My  hands  and  My  feet ,  that  I  myself  am, 
feel  Me  and  see,  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones  as  ye  see 
Me  have,”  xxiv.  39 :  these  things  the  Lord  said  just  after  His 
resurrection ;  flesh  and  bones  are  the  ultimates  of  the  human 
body,  on  which  the  strength  thereof  depends. 

1088.  “  And  the  woman  which  thou  sawest  is  the  great  cityw 

That  hereby  is  signified  the  wicked  doctrine  of  the  church, 
appears  from  the  signification  of  the  woman,  as  denoting  the 
church,  in  this  case,  in  which  the  truths  and  goods  of  the  Word 
are  profaned,  and  which  is  no  longer  a  church  but  a  religious 
principle  called  Babel ;  and  from  the  signification  of  a  city,  as 
denoting  doctrine  of  the  church,  see  n.  223  in  this  case  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Babylon,  which  is  a  wicked  doctrine,  because  from  the 
goods  and  truths  of  the  Word,  which  are  the  holy  things  of  the 
church,  profaned.  The  woman,  by  whom  the  church  is  signi¬ 
fied,  is  called  a  great  city,  which  signifies  doctrine,  because  the 
church  exists  from  doctrine,  and  such  as  the  doctrine  is  such  is 
the  church,  in  the  present  case  such  a  religious  principle ;  it  is 
Babylon  which  is  here  understood  by  the  city,  and  by  Babylon 
as  a  metropolis  is  signified  the  same  as  by  Babylonia,  which  is 
a  kingdom,  as  also  in  Daniel,  where  it  is  called  Babel;  the  same 
is  also  signified  by  other  metropolitan  cities  as  by  kingdoms,  as 
the  Jewish  kingdom  by  Jerusalem,  the  Israelitish  kingdom  by 
Samaria,  the  kingdom  of  Syria  by  Damascus,  and  by  kingdom 
is  signified  the  church,  but  by  a  metropolitan  city  the  church  as 

to  doctrine. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word .  Divine  truth 

is  what  is  called  holy,  but  it  is  not  holy  before  it  is  in  its  ulti¬ 
mate,  which  is  the  Word  in  the  sense  of  the  letter,  wherefore 
the  divine  truth  there  is  holy,  and  may  be  called  the  sanctuary ; 
the  reason  is,  because  that  sense  contains  and  includes  all  the 
sanctities  of  heaven  and  the  church.  It  appears  as  if  the  divine 
truths  in  the  heavens,  which  are  called  spiritual  and  celestial, 
were  holy  above  the  divine  truths  in  the  literal  sense  of  the 
Word,  which  are  natural ;  but  the  divine  truths  in  the  heavens 
which  are  called  spiritual  and  celestial,  are  comparatively  as  the 
lungs  and  heart  in  man,  which,  unless  they  were  encompassed  by 
ribs,  and  included  in  the  pleura  and  diaphragm,  would  not  make  the 
breast,  for  without  those  integuments  they  could  not  perform 
their  vital  functions,  nay,  unless  they  were  connected  with  them 
by  bonds  or  ligaments ;  the  spiritual  things  of  the  Word  are  as 
the  breath  of  the  lungs,  the  celestial  things  are  as  the  systole 
and  diastole  of  the  heart,  and  the  natural  things  thereof  are  as 
the  pleura,  the  diaphragm,  and  the  ribs,  with  the  moving  fibres 
annexed,  whereby  the  motions  are  reciprocated.  Moreover  the 
spiritual  and  celestial  things  of  the  Word  are  comparatively  as 
the  holy  things  of  the  tabernacle,  which  were  the  table  upon 
which  was  the  bread  of  proposition,  or  shew  bread,  the  golden 
altar  upon  which  was  the  incense,  the  perfumes,  and  the  censer. 
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likewise  the  candlestick  with  the  lamps,  and  still  more  inwardly 
the  cherubs,  the  propitiatory,  and  the  ark,  all  which  were  the 
holy  things  of  the  Jewish,  and  Israelitish  church,  but  still  they 
could  not  be  called  holy  and  the  sanctuary  until  they  were  co¬ 
vered  over  by  curtains  and  veils,  for  without  those  coverings 
they  would  have  stood  exposed  in  the  naked  sky  to  showers  and 
storms,  to  the  birds  of  heaven  and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  earth, 
and  also  to  robbers,  whereby  they  would  be  violated,  plundered, 
and  dispersed ;  thus  also  it  would  be  with  the  divine  truths  in 
the  heavens,  which  are  called  spiritual  and  celestial,  unless  thev 
were  included  in  natural  truths,  such  as  are  the  truths  of  the 
literal  sense  of  the  Word.  Natural  truths,  which  are  those  of 
the  literal  sense  of  the  Word,  are  not  the  real  truths  of  heaven, 
but  they  are  appearances  thereof,  and  appearances  of  truth  en¬ 
compass,  include,  and  contain,  the  truths  of  heaven,  which  are 
genuine  truths,  and  cause  them  to  be  in  connexion  and  order, 
and  to  cohere,  as  the  cardiac  and  pulmonary  organs  with  their 
integuments,  and  ribs,  as  was  said  above ;  and  when  they  are  in 
connexion  and  in  order,  then  first  they  are  holy,  and  not  before: 
such  is  the  effect  of  the  literal  sense  of  our  Word  by  the  appear- 
races  of  truth,  of  which  the  ultimate  thereof  consists,  and  hence 
!t  is  that  that  sense  is  essentially  holy  and  divine,  and  may  be 
called  the  sanctuary.  But  he  who  separates  the  appearances  of 
tmths  from  genuine  truths,  and  calls  them  holy,  by  and  of 
themselves,  a.nd  not  by  virtue  of  and  together  with  the  genuine, 
is  much  deceived  ;  this  is  done  by  him  who  sees  only  the  sense 
of  the  letter,  and  does  not  explore  the  understanding  thereof,  as 
is  the  case  with  those  who  do  not  read  the  Word  from  doc- 
trme.  By  the  cherubs,  mentioned  in  the  Word,  is  understood 
guard  and  defence,  lest  the  holy  things  of  heaven  should  be  vio- 
lated,  and  lest  the  Lord  should  be  approached  unless  by  love 
and  hence  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word  is  also  signified  by  them 
tor  that  sense  guards  and  defends:  it  guards  and  defends  in  this 
manner,  that  man  may  think  and  speak  according  to  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  truth,  whilst  he  is  upright,  simple,  and  as  it  were 
an  infant,  but  he  must  beware  lest  he  confirm  appearances  even 
to  the  destruction  of  genuine  truth  in  the  heavens. 

1089.  “  Having  a  kingdom  over  the  kings  of  the  earth” — 

1  hat  hereby  is  signified  domination  over  the  truths  of  the 
church,  appears  from  the  signification  of  having  a  kingdom,  as 
denoting  domination,  and  being  predicated  of  truths  or  falses  ; 
that  kingdom  denotes  the  church  as  to  truths  or  falses,  may  be 
seen  n.  48,  684,  685  :  and  from  the  signification  of  the  kings  of 
the  earth,  as  denoting  truths,  see  n.  31,  625,  1034, 1063, 1073  • 
and  from  the  signification  of  the  earth,  as  denoting  the  church, 
we  have,  frequently  spoken  above :  hence  it  is  evident, 
that  by  having  a  kingdom  over  the  kings  of  the  earth,  is  signi¬ 
fied  domination  over  the  truths  of  the  church.  That  such  do- 
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mination  exists  with  those  ,  called  Babel,  is  evident,  inasmuch 
as  their  chief,  who  is  called  pope  and  pontiff,  makes  his  own 
edicts  to  be  of  equal  sanctity,  and  of  like  inspiration,  with  the 
truths  of  the  Word;  it  is  likewise  agreeable  to  their  doctrine, 
that  it  is  lawful  to  alter  the  truths  of  the  Word  according  to  the 
changes  of  the  state  of  the  church,  and  thereby  to  convert  them 
into  such  things  as  are  the  means  of  domination,  which  are 
falses,  for  all  things  which  look  to  domination  are  falses,  or 
truths  falsified,  for  the  end  chooses  and  applies  to  itself  the 
means,  and  the  means  which  are  applied  to  the  end  of  domina¬ 
tion  over  the  souls  of  men,  over  all  things  of  the  church,  and 
over  heaven,  cannot  be  truths ;  and  if  they  are  truths,  still  the 
end  falsifies  them;  but  this  only  with  them  who  are  in  the  lust 

of  dominion. - Continuation  concerning  the  Word.  It  is  a 

constant  truth,  that  no  one  can  understand  the  Word  without 
doctrine,  for  he  may  be  led  away  into  errors  of  any  kind  what¬ 
ever,  to  which  he  may  incline  from  some  particular  love,  or  to 
which  he  may  be  drawn  by  any  assumed  principle;  by  which 
means  the  mind  becomes  vague  and  uncertain,  so  that  a't  length 
it  is  as  it  were  without  truth :  but  he  who  reads  the  Word  from 
doctrine,  sees  all  things  which  confirm  that  doctrine,  and  also 
many  things  which  lie  concealed  before  the  eye  of  others,  nor 
doth  he  suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  into  strange  doctrines 
whence  his  mind  becomes  determinate,  and  he  sees  in  a  way  of 
certainty.  The  reason  why  the  Word  may  be  drawn  over  to 
confirm  any  heresies,  unless  it  be  read  from  doctrine,  is,  because 
the  literal  sense  thereof  consists  of  mere  correspondences,  and 
these,  for  the  most  part,  are  appearances  of  truth,  and  in  part 
genuine  truths,  which  cannot  be  distinguished  and  seen  unless 
by  doctrine  as  by  a  lanthorn.  Howbeit,  doctrine  cannot  be  pro¬ 
cured  otherwise  than  from  the  Word  itself;  nor  by  any  others 
than  those  who  are  in  illustration  from  the  Lord ;  they  are  in 
illustration  who  love  truths  because  they  are  truths,  and  make 
them  of  their  life.  Moreover,  all  things  of  doctrine  are  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word,  because  therein 
divine  truth  is  in  its  fulness  and  in  its  power,  and  thereby  man 
is  in  conjunction  with  the  Lord,  and  in  consociation  with  the 
angels.  In  fine,  he  who  loves  truth  because  it  is  truth,  may 
as  it  were,  interrogate  the  Lord,  in  matters  of  faith  which  are 
doubtful,  and  receive  answers  from  Him,  but  not  elsewhere  than 
m  the  Word,  and  this  by  reason  that  the  Lord  is  the  Word. 
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